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PROBE BACE 

DO TqUEH BINGIPSH EDITION. 

HE HERMETIC MUSEUM RESTORED AND ÉNLARGED 

was published in Latin at Frankfort, in the year 

1678, and, as its title implies, it was an enlarged 

form of an anterior work which, appearing in 1625, is more 

scarce, but, intrinsically, of less value. Its design was apparently 

to supply in a compact form a representative collection of the 

more brief and less ancient alchemical writers; in this respect, 

it may be regarded as a supplement to those large storehouses 

of Hermetic learning such as the Z7eatrum  Chemicum, and 

that scarcely less colossal of Mangetus, the 2z0Zotheca  Chemzca 

Cu*iosa, which are largely concerned with the cream of the 

archaic literature, with the works of Geber and the adepts of the 

school of Arabia, with the writings attributed to Hermes, with 

those of Raymond Lully Arnold de Villa Nova, Bernard 

Trevisan, and others. 

TuE HERMETIC MUSEUM would also seem to represent 

a distinctive school in Alchemy, not altogether committed to 

certain modes and terminology which derived most of their 

prestige from the past, and sufficiently enigmatical as it was, 

still inclined to be less obscure and misleading than was the 
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habit,of the older masters. For it belonged to a period 

which had inherited a bitter experience of the failures, impos- 

tures, and misery surrounding the ZZagzum Opus and its 

mystical quest, which was weary of unequipped experiment, 

weary of wandering * multipliers, and pretentious * bellows- 

blowers," while it was just being awakened to the conviction 

that if Alchemy were true at all, it was not to be learned 

from books, or, at least, from any books which had hitherto 

been written on the subject. Running through all the tracts 

which are comprised in the following volumes, the reader will 

recognize traces of a central claim in alchemical initiation— 

that the secrets, whatever they were, must be understood as 

the property of a college of adepts, pretending to have 

subsisted from time almost immemorial, and. revealing them- 

selves to the select and the few, while the literature, large as 

it is, appears chiefly as an instrument of intercommunica- 

tion between those who knew. At the same time, it may 

also be regarded as a.sign and omen to the likely seeker, 

an advertisement that there was a mystery, and that he must 

go further who would unravel it. 

While the treatises now translated are for the most part 

anonymous, as befits veiled masters, the literary reader will 

remember that the name of John de Meung connects the 

allegorical * Romance of the Rose" with the parables of 

Alchemy ; Flamel will be familiar to all Hermetic students 

as the most celebrated of the French adepts ; the saintly 

name of Basil Valentine, investigator of the properties of 

antimony, will not even now be unhonoured by the chemist; 

Eirenaeus Philalethes, equally revered and unknown by all 

devout Spagyrites, is supposed to have been the most lucid 
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of hierophants, and the *Open Entrance" to be the clearest 

of all his works.  Helvetius was an illustrious chemist, and 

Michael Maier is a person of some repute in the Rosicrucian 

controversy. Michael Sendivogius was an uninstructed disciple 

of Alexander Seton, and the * New Chemical Light," which 

he published and claimed as his own, was really the work of 

his master, who has been called the chief martyr of Alchemy. 

It may be added in this connection that some critics have 

cast doubt upon the genuine nature of the " Testament of 

John Cremer," and it is true that the annals of Westminster 

do not include an abbot of that name. 

It should be understood that the writer of this brief note 

must not be accredited with the translation which it seeks 

to introduce. That is the work of a gentleman who is said 

to have had a life-long acquaintance with alchemical litera- 

ture; it has been subjected to a searching revision at the 

hands of the present editor, who may himself be permitted 

to claim some experience in Hermetic antiquities; the version 

as it stands does not uncreditably represent both the spirit 
and the sense of the original without the original's prolixity. 
While affording to the modern student of secret doctrines an 
unique opportunity for acquiring in English a collection of 
alchemical writers, this edition of THE HERMETIC MUSEUM 

also claims consideration at the hands of the historian as a 
contribution of real value to the early history of chemistry. 

ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. 
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OD THE ORIGINE bIDIZJTZdI|GIT: 

ADDRESSED TO THE CANDID READER. 

all the arts invented for the use of life by the reason of 
man, that of Acemy is the most noble and glorious. 
For all philosophers exclaim, as it were, with one voice, 

albeit in many languages, that this art is not only true, but 
(after the Divine Law by which our souls are saved) the best 
and most magnificent gift bestowed upon man by God; and 
that it should therefore be investigated with all zeal and with 
the greatest pains. But as good wine needs no praise, so 
neither does this art require a herald ; for its truth is undoubted, 
and its utility in human life universally acknowledged, and 
shewn forth, not only in the Art of Medicine, in Pharmacy, and 
many other sciences, but more especially in the Art of Trans- 
muting Metals, is so clearly and perspicuously demonstrated, 
that it in no way requires to be adorned by the splendour of 
oratory, or tricked out with the device of language. I will not 
enlarge upon the blessing which the elaboration of minerals and 
metals has bestowed upon our race. I merely point it out, but 
refrain from discussing it at length. Different men devote 
themselves to the study of this science from different motives. 
The philosopher is impelled by the love of truth, and the thirst 
after wisdom. He delights in knowledge for its own sake. He 

A 

| T would be unjust to doubt, most gentle reader, that of 



2 THE HERMETIC MUSEUM. 

welcomes every elegant and copious treatise on the marvels of 
Nature, to the glory of Almighty God. This is a sufficiently 
generous reward for a philosopher. He has at his command: 
the most effectual means of becoming rich, if he would only 
use them.  Buthe is fired by the love of philosophy, and does 
not care for the mocking grandeur of fortune. So thought the 
Sages of the Saracens, Egyptians, Arabs, and Persians; for 
when they were oppressed by tyrants, and violently driven into 
exile, they protected and supported themselves by means of 
their Art, and, through their knowledge of the transmutation 
of metals, they had at their command, not only sufficient to 
live upon, but all the comforts and pomp of life, and thus 
practically demonstrated that they could obtain all that gold 
and silver could give. Concerning this true transmutation of 
metals, which is accomplished only by the Elixir or Stone of 
the Philosophers, we here propose to speak. This art is set 
forth in a series of treatises by different authors, which appeared 
several years ago, and, like the present volume, was entitled 
* A Museum of Hermes" But many writers having discussed 
this subject, and treated it from various points of view (so that 
one writes more clearly than another, and each throws light on 
the other's meaning), some of my friends, who are adepts in 
this Art, urged me to add to the former collection certain 
treatises supplementary of those already given. For though that 
former collection contained the mostselect writings on the subject, 
yet it was not as complete as it might have been, nor was it 
calculated to furnish to the reader in full measure the eagerly 
expected fruit.of his study. "To this wish of my friends I have 
all the more readily submitted, because its fulflment must 
redound to the advantage of the student. I have, therefore, 

enlarged the collection with several most select treatises, and 

caused it to be adorned with many engravings. lI was most 

strongly impelled to undertake the task by this consideration, 

viz, that through the fraudulent machinations of greedy 

impostors many false, so-called chemical treatises have been put 

forward, in which there is not a single spark of truth, and that 

very many have been, and are still being deceived by them. 

These dupes, by reading this book, in which the Magistery of the 

Stone is most clearly and plainly set forth, and into which no 
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error or forgery has been admitted, will be secured against the 
imposture of that wicked and mercenary band who delight in 
fraud. For in this book all errors are shewn up and dispelled. 
For this reason I confidently offer this volume to the sons of 
knowledge, in order that while they think upon and investigate 
the secret working of Nature, they may obtain from it nothing 
but the truth, and gain a clear insight into the very nature of 
things. In this alone consists the perfection of the entire 
most Holy Art of Philosophy. Only let them go forward along 
the Royal Road which Nature prescribes in all her operations. 
As to the rest, I heartily beg the friends of this Art to give a 
kindly reception to the present volume, and when, through the 
Will of God, by constant labour, they have put ashore in the 
desired haven of philosophy, after the manner of philosophers 
to exclude all that are unworthy from the knowledge thereof, 
and, being mindful of charity towards their needy neighbour 
in the fear of God (without any vain ostentation), to sing eternal 
praises to the Good and Thrice Great God for this Wonderful 
and Divine Gift (without any abuse thereof) in a silent and 
devoutly joyful heart. 

A2 
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THE GOLDEN TRACT 

CONCERNING THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. 

The Author's Preface to the Art-loving Reader. 

ORTHY reader, and true enquirer into the secrets 

4 of nature, marvel not that in the old age of this 

world, when it seems to have one foot already in 

the grave, I have determined to write this tract, 

although all libraries are already full of books on this subject— 

of which, however, the greater part are false, and wear merely 

the rouge and powder of philosophy. I have written it not for 

my own pleasure, but for your advantage, that, by pointing to 

the foundation of truth, I might lead you back from the pathless 
wilderness into the right way—which is certainly for your own 
interest. As far as I am concerned, I have long known all that 
I seek to know in regard to this matter, and have no need of 
many books, seeing that during the last twenty-two years I have 
read and re-read all the works that fell into my hands—in- 
cluding numerous manuscripts, as well as many printed volumes. 

In this my tract you will find the subject set forth, and the 
true solution given, not only theoretically, but also from a 
practical and allegorical point of view, with a clearness and 
lucidity such as I believe to be almost unparalleled in any prev- 
ious philosophical treatise. In quoting, 1 have always been care- 
ful to give the exact reference, so that you may look out the 
passage for yourself, and by diligently considering it, sharpen 
your understanding. I could more easily have composed this 
treatise, and made myself known to the Brethren of the Golden 
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Cross, if I had left out those references ; but for your sake I 
decided otherwise. Do not wonder that I conceal my name, and 
refuse to appear to you face to face. I have come forward, not 
for the sake of any paltry glory, or of worldly praise, but to do 
you good. Moreover, my teachers, even the true philosophers, 
advised me not thus to risk my life for the sake of obtaining a high 
place in the world's esteem, to expose myself to greedy robbers or 
to give occasion for many crimes by the prostitution of this pro- 
foundsecret. No doubt the gentle reader has learned by the works 
of Sendivogius that whenever he shewed himself openly to the 
powerful, he went in constant fear of hislife. Experience teaches 
that many philosophers who gave no thought to their personal 
safety, have been killed and deprived oftheirtinctureby greedy and 
powerful robbers ; and it stands to reason that any one going about 
with a great treasure in his hand, must fall a prey to brigands. 
Sendivogius concealed his name by an anagram. Thus also a 
short time ago another philosopher and Brother of the Golden 
Cross, whose real name has long been familiar to me, concealed 
it beneath an anagram, and made himself known to his friends by 
an enigmatical designation. Why then should I place myself at 
the mercy of this impure world ? Permit me rather, dear friend, 
to follow the example ofthe sages, and leave the rest to the thrice 
good and great God, who will make my true self known to you 
in good time, if it be for the glory of His name, and for your and 
my good. Do not be eager to enquire after my name. For 
even if you should get to know it, or become personally acquainted 
with me, you would have to rest satisfied with the contents of 

this tract. For I have solemnly promised two philosophers— 

Bernard, Count of Trevisan, and Neigens—that I will not betray 

to any one more than has been revealed in this book. — Neither 

beanxious to ask whether I actually possess this precious treasure. 

Ask rather whether I have seen how the world was created ; 

whether I am acquainted with the nature of the Egyptian dark- 

ness; what is the cause of the rainbow ; what will be the appear- 

ance of the glorified bodies at the general resurrection ; what is 

the most indelible colour. Of you that rightly understand this 

little book, I will enquire whether you have seen that great salt 

sea, without any corrosion, raise a sufficiency of the moisture of 

all nature to the summits ofthe highest mountains. Tell me 

2994 Faber i 
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where there is sulphur out of sulphur, and mercury out of 

mercury—or where sulphur springs from mercury, and again 

mercury from sulphur. When was there placed before your 

eyes the idea of most fervent love, the male and the female em- 

bracing each other so closely that they could no more be torn 

asunder, but through unsearchable love became oze? If you 

understand what I am alluding to, and have performed the 

experiment with your own hands, and seen it with your own 

eyes, I welcome you as fellow partakers of the mystery, and have 

no dearer wish than to enjoy your familiar intercourse—for which 

reason I have also sent forth into the world this little tract. 

If any one complain of the difficulty of our Art, let him 

know that in itself it is perfectly simple, and can present no 

obstacle to those who love God, and are held worthy by Him of 

this knowledge. If any one blame me for setting forth the 

truths of this Art too plainly and clearly, so as to render it 

possible for any one to gain a knowledge thereof, I answer that I 

have indeed explained them with sufficient lucidity for those who 

are worthy and foreordained of God, but that the unworthy can 

derive no profit from them. — To some foolish and shallow persons 
I have several times expounded this Art in the simplest manner, 
and even word for word, but they despised it only, and would not 
believe me that there is exhibited in our work a twofold resur- 
rection of the dead. Our Art, its theory as well as its practice, 
is altogether a gift of God, Who gives it when and to whom He 
elects : it is not of him that wills, or of him that runs, but simply 
through the mercy of God. "Though I had diligently studied this 
Art for 17 or 18 years, yet I. had, after all, to wait for God's own 
time, and accept it as a free gift. No one need doubt the truth 
orcertainty ofthis Art. It is as true and certain, and as surely 
ordained by God in nature, as it is that the sun shines at noon- 
tide, and the moon shews her soft splendour at night. But I 
must conclude this preface, and gird myself for writing the tract 
itself. But ye, beloved Brethren of the Golden Cross, who are 
about to learn how to enjoy and use this most precious gift of 
God in secret, do not remain unknown to me, and if ye know me 
not, be sure that the faithful will be approved and their faith be- 
come known through the Cross, while security and pleasure over- 
shadow it. God be with us, Amen! 
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THE GOLDEN TRACT 

CONCERNING THE STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. 

reader, and devoted seeker after true wisdom, when 

through the grace of God they had reached the goal of 

their desires, have endeavoured to make their discovery 

known to their fellow inquirers in all parts of the world—not 

only because they wished to inform them that the thrice great 

and good God had enlightened their minds, blessed the labours 

of their hands, and shewn to them the greatest and most pro- 
found secret of earthly wisdom (for which benefit all praise, 
honour, and glory are justly due to Him)— but also that they 
might afford assistance to beginners in the Art, by which, with 
God's permission, they too might attain to the knowledge of this 
most holy mystery. Such men there have been in all countries. 
Amongst the Egyptians Hermes Trismegistus holds the highest 
place; then come Chaldaans, Greeks, Arabs, Italians, Gauls, 
Englishmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Poles, Hungarians, 
Hebrews, and many others. Though the aforementioned Sages 
wrote at different times, and in different languages, yet their 
works exhibit so marvellous an agreement, that any true 
philosopher may easily see that all their hearts had been 
gladdened by God in the discovery of this stone, and that they 
all had performed this work with their own hands. Now, as the 
truth of their views is perceived by their agreement, so the 
disagreement of certain others marks them as false philosophers. 
For, not knowing the foundation of this glorious Art, and making 
up fanciful theories out of their own heads, they exhibit their 
ignorance to all. 

À NCIENT as well as modern philosophers, most beloved 
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The aforesaid agreement exists in regard to the Matter, its 
solution, its weight, and the regulation and increase of the fire. 

As concerns the Matter, it is oze, and contains within itself 
all that is needed. Out of it the artist prepares whatever he 
wants. Its '' Birth is in the sand," as the philosopher Anastratus 
says in * The Crowd " : * Nothing is more precious than the red 
sand of the sea ; it is the distilled moisture of the Moon joined 
tothe light of the Sun, and congealed." That only this one 
substance is required is attested by Agadmon in the same 
book. He says: * Know that unless you take my body 
[sulphur] without the spirit [mercury] ye will not obtain what ye 
desire. Cease to think of many things. Natureis satisfied with 
one thing, and he who does not know it is lost." 

In the same way Arnold, of Villa Nova, writes in his 
* Flower of Flowers"; ** Our stone is made out of one thing, 
and with one thing." To the same effect he says to the King 
of Naples: * Allthat is in our stone is essential to it, nor does 
it need any foreign ingredient. Its nature is one, and it is oze 
thing. And Rosinus says: * Know that the object of your 
desire is one thing, out of which all things are made." Lilium: 
* You have need only of one thing, which at any stage of our 
experiment can be changed into another nature." So Geber 
says in his * Summary" : '* Our stone is one, one medicine, to 
which we add nothing, from which we take nothing away, only 
removing that which is superfluous" Again, Scites in * The 
Crowd" says: * The essence of this Art is in like manner a 
certain one thing which is stronger and more exalted than all 
other things, and is called the most powerful acid, because 
it changes gold into a clear spirit, without which there is neither 
whiteness, nor blackness, nor redness. When the spirit is joined 
to the body it becomes one with it; and yet again becomes 
a spirit, and is saturated with the spiritual and unchangeable 
tincture, and thus again by combination receives a bodily tincture 

which cannot be annihilated. If you place the body without 

the acid over the fire, it will be burnt and destroyed." From 

these words of Scites the reader might conclude, that not one 

but two things, namely a body and an acid (as he calls it) are 

required, and that a liquid must be combined with a dry thing 

lest the dry thing should be consumed by the fire, in order that 

——— 
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by the moist thing it may be preserved from such combustion. To 
such a conclusion, if rightly accepted, I gladly subscribe. But 
from the above mentioned philosophical dicta (however obscurely 
worded they may be) it is clearer than day that the substance of 
our Blessed Stone is oze (although different sages call it by 
different names), and that Nature has made it ready to the hand 
of the adept, having willed this one thing, and no other thing in 
all the world, to be the material of the Stone. "This Matter lies 
before the eyes of all; everybody sees it, touches it, loves it, but 
knows it not. It is glorious and vile, precious and of small 
account, and is found everywhere. "Theophrastus Paracelsus, 
in his book concerning * The Tincture of Physical Things," 
calls it the Red Lion, which is named by many, but known 
by few. Hermes, in the first chapter of his Treatise, calls it 
"Quick Silver coagulated in its innermost chambers." In the 
* Rosary of the Philosophers" itgoes by the name of Salt. But, 
to be brief, our Matter has as many names as there are things in 
the world; that is why the foolish know it not. Foolish I call 
those who, without any previous knowledge of Nature and her 
properties, undertake to learn this Art, and come to it (as Arnold 
says)like the ass to the crib, not knowing for what they open 
their mouths. Hence it is well said by Geber, in the ** Sum of 
Perfection: * He who has no elementary knowledge of Nature 
is far from a proper appreciation of this Art" And Rosarius 
says: "Iadvise no one to approach this Art unless he knows 
the principle and the regimen of Nature: if he be acquainted 
with these, little is wanting to him except one thing, nor need 
he put himself to a great expense, since the stone is one, 
the medicine is one, the vessel one, the rule one, the disposition 
one" Yet this one substance is so divided by the operation of 
Nature, and the skill of the Artist, that it is transmuted into our 
White Eagle, nor does the splendour of the sun illuminate more 
abundantly the spagyric matter with its beams; or, as Basilius 
Valentinus hath it, that, * thence is born a spirit white as srow, 
and another spirit red as blood, which two spirits are contained 
in a third hidden thing." Hence King Aros wellsays: * Our 
medicine is composedout of twothings havingone essence,namely, 
through the mercurial union of a solid and a liquid, a spiritual 
and a corporeal a cold and a moist,a warm anda dry, and in 
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no other way can it be made" — And Richard the Englishman 
says: * The stone is one, the medicine one, which, however, 
according to the philosophers, is called Rebis (Two-thing), 
being composed of two things, namely, a body and spirit [red or 
white But over this many foolish persons have gone astray, 
explaining it in divers ways." Rebis is two things, and these 
two things are one thing, namely, water joined to a body, by 
which the body is dissolved into a spirit, that is, mineral water, 
out of which it was first made; and this body and spirit make 
up one mineral water, which is called Elixir, that is to say, 
ferment; for then water and spirit are one thing, of which is 
composed a tincture and medicine for purging all bodies. And 
thus, according to the philosophers, we have the nature of sulphur 
and mercury above ground, while underground they become 
gold and silver. Bernard, Count of Trevisan and the March, 
says: '"* Our work is performed by means of one root, and two 
crude  mercurial substances, drawn and extracted ífrom a 
mineral, pure and clear, being conjoined by the heat of friendship, 
as this matter requires, and carefully cooked until the two things 
become one thing," &c. Basilius Valentinus (Z6. JVa£. e£ 
Supernat., c. 4) says: * I will make this known to thee in all truth 
[for the love of God], that the root of philosophic sulphur, which 
is a heavenly spirit, is united in the same material with the root 
ofthe spiritual and supernatural mercury, and the principle of 
spiritual salt—out of which is made the Stone, and not out of 
several things. "That universal thing, the greatest treasure of 
earthly wisdom, is one thing, and the principles of three things 
are found in one, which has powerto change all metals into 
one. The three things are the true spirit of mercury, and the 
soul of sulphur, united to spiritual salt, and dwelling in one 
body; they are dragon and eagle, king and lion, spirit and 
body, etc." 

In this way our prepared material is also called male and 
female, active and passive. So Zimon says, in * The Crowd " : 
«* Know that the secret of the work consists in male and female, 

- &&.,,an active and a passive principle. In lead is found the male, 

in órpiment the female. The male rejoices when the female is 

brought to it, and the female receives from the male a tinging 

seed, and is coloured thereby." And Diomedes says: * Join the 

í————— É! 
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male child of the * red servant? to the fragrant spouse, and they 
will produce the object of our Art. But you must not introduce 
any foreign matter, neither dust, nor any other thing. The con- 
ception will then be perfect, and a true son will be born. Oh, 
how precious is the nature of the *red servant, without whom 
nothing can be effected!" — Others call it quicksilver, or mercury, 
and sulphur, or fire, as Roger Bacon says, in the third chapter of 
his * Mirror ": * Out of sulphur and mercury are all metals, 
and nothing adheres to them, neither is joined to them, or trans- 
mutes them, but what is of them. And thus we must accept 
mercury and sulphur as the matter of the stone." So also 
Menabadus says: * He who joins quicksilver to the body of 
magnesia, and the woman to the man, extracts the secret essence 
by which bodies are coloured."  Lullius in his ** Codicil " says: 
"'The property of our mercury is to be coagulated by its 
sulphur." And, in the Practice of his Testament : ** The silver is 
a flowing moisture, floating above and preserving the whole from 
combustion." 

Others use the names, body, spirit, and soul. Thus Arnold, 
in his * Flower of Flowers," says: * The Sages have affirmed 
that our Stone is composed of body, soul, and spirit, and they 
have spoken truly. For the imperfect part they have compared 
to a body, because it is weak. The water they have called 
spirit, and truly, because it is spirit. The ferment they have 
termed soul, because it gives life to the imperfect body (which 
before was dead), and makes its form more beautiful." 

Again, he says : '* A spirit is never joined to a body but by 
the interposition of a soul. For the soul is the medium between 
body and spirit, joining them together" ^ Morienus Says: he 
soul quickly enters its own body— but if you tried to join itto a 
foreign body, you would labour in vain. And Lilium Says : 
" Body, soul, and spirit make up one thing, which has all in it- 
self, and to which nothing is added." 

But why should we mention and explain all the names by 
which our Matter is designated? We will be content with the 
foregoing, seeing that they are the most common and the most germane to our purpose. Inthe following pages, after endeavour- ing to find where our substance lies hid, and where it may be obtained, we will say some words about the mode of its dis- 
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solution, that being afterall the principal objectofour inquiry. 
And first, as concerns the search after our Matter, we should 
remember that in the beginning, when there was nothing but 
Himself, God, who is infinite in wisdom, created two classes of 
things, namely, those that are in heaven, and those that are 
under heaven. . The heavenly things (about which we need not 
here speak at length) are the heavens themselves, and the dwellers 
in heaven. The things that are under the heavens were created 
out of four elements, and are commonly divided into three 
classes. Those that live and feel hold the first place, and are 
called animals. "The second class are the plants, that grow out of 
the earth, but do not feel. The third class, that of the minerals, 
has its origin underground. These three classes include all that 
(beneath the moon) has been created out ofthe elements. They 
can never become more or less, and God has bound each thing 
to its own genus and species, so that it cannot change from one 
genus to another. If any one tried to make a man or a tree out 
of a stone, or a monkey or lead out of a plant, or an animal or a 
plant out of lead, he would be prevented from doing so by the 
eternal order of the Great King. Ifsucha thing were possible, 
all classes of natural objects could be changed into one. But, 
because such a change would put an end to the world, the Ruler 
of the Universe does not permit it Nay, what is more, He not 
only restricted everything to its own kind, but gave each created 
thing its own seed, by which it might be propagated after its own 
manner—always remaining in its own class, and not overstepping 
the bounds of some other species. If any one wished to change 
a man into a horse, an apple into a lettuce, a diamond or any 
other jewel into gold, he would make an enormous mistake. For 
such an attempt would be against the nature of sublunar things. 
And as it was in the beginning so it shall be in the end, when 

the Almighty, who in the beginning said * Let it be," shall say 

* Let it perish." But among those things which have a common 

substance, seed, and elementary composition, it is not difficult to 

accomplish an amelioration and improvement, by the puri- 

fication of their matter. So we may see a man of a clear and 

subtle mind attain to a higher degree of human excellence than 

others who are less gifted. This difference arises from the superior 

purity and subtlety of his spiritual substance, which again has its 
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origin in a rectified and well constituted body. Thus also we see 
one horse excel the strength and speed of another ; and it is the 
same with all kinds of living beings. Alike rule holds good to 
an even greater degree in regard to plants and trees— with trees, 
by transplanting, grafting, and kindred methods well familiar to 
gardeners ; while as to other vegetable natures, we are taught by 
daily experience how plants and flowers of the same kind differ 
from each other in glory, in beauty, in fragrance, and savour. Of 
this cloves and tulips afford a striking instance. Into how many 
different species have these flowers been developed ; and even 
these new developments are being made more beautiful from 

' day to day, and it is universally admitted that never were there 
such fine and fragrant flowers before. What am I to say about 
metals which have a common substance, namely, quicksilver, 
digested and consolidated by the power of sulphur?  Concern- 
ing this common substance, Richard the Englishman has the 
following words: * Nature has elaborated all kinds of fusible 
things by a natural process out of mercury, and the substance of 
its sulphur, because it is the property of quicksilver to be con- 
solidated by steam, as by the heat of white and red sulphur 
which does not burn." 

The same view is expressed by Arnold (pt. r., Gp db) 
* Quicksilver is the elementary form of all things fusible ; for all 
things fusible, when melted, are changed into it, and it mingles 
with them because it is of the same substance with them. Such 
bodies differ from quicksilver in their composition only so far as 
itself is or is not free from the foreign matter of impure sulphur." 
Similarly Rosinus (42 Saratantaz) says : * The substance of all 
metals in the heart of the earth is solidified and imperfect quick- 
silver; for by the quickening heat of sulphur different metals 
(according to the different varieties of sulphur) are generated 
in the earth ; their original substance is one and the same, and is modified only by a greater or smaller external influence." Hence we see daily how busily Nature is occupied in bringing them to mortification and perfection. Now the perfection of metals and the final intention of Nature in regard to them, is gold. For all metals shew that Nature has done something for them towards ultimate perfection ; no metal is so base as not to contain a single grainofgoldorsilver Naturewould always changequicksilver that 

B 
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has within itself its own sulphur into gold, if she were not often 
hindered by some outward impediment, viz, impure, fcetid, and 
combustible sulphur. In most cases gold is dug out pure, clear, 
free from. dross, and unmixed with any other metals But 
most frequently a large quantity of foreign sulphur mingles with 
the quicksilver, and thus prevents its perfect development ; and, 
according to the variety of that sulphur, different kinds of 
metals are generated, as Aristotle says (4. Meteor.): *If the 
quicksilver be of a good substance but the sulphur impure 
and combustible, it changes the quicksilver into brass. If the 
quicksilver be stony, impure, and earthy, and the sulphur not 
pure, it becomes iron. Tin seems to have good and pure quick- 
silver; but the sulphur is bad and not well mixed. Lead has 
gross, bad, and ill-smelling quicksilver, and is thus not properly 
coagulated." 

That retarding, combustible, and fcetid sulphur is not the 
true fire that fashions metals; but quicksilver has its own 
sulphur in itself, which is sufficient for the purpose of fashioning 
it, as Bernard, Count of Trevisan, says: ** Some believe that in 
the generation of metals, a sulphuric substance is introduced 
from without ; but, on the contrary, it is clear that in the work- 
ing of Nature sulphur is already enclosed in the mercury. Yet 
it has no power in it except through the moving heat, by which the 
said sulphur is changed, and with it two other qualities of the 
mercury. In this way, then, Nature generates by means of this 
sulphur the different kinds of metals in the veins of the earth, 
according to the diversity of degrees and alterations" For in 
metals, according to Arnold (pt. L, cp. iii.), *there is a two-fold 
superfluity : one that is enclosed in the innermost nature of the 
quicksilver, and got there at the first mingling of the metal; the 
other does not belong to the essence of it, is external to it, and 
corruptible. To remove the former is a difficult task ; the latter 
may be removed without any difficulty. The combustible 
sulphur is taken away by being subjected to the action of fire, or 
is destroyed by foreign bodies ; but the other, which is in the 
quicksilver, is preserved by it from combustion." But again, 

that inward sulphur which fashions the quicksilver belonging 

to it, and matures it towards perfection, is either pure or impure, 

combustible or incombustible. Impure sulphur hinders the 
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digestion of the quicksilver, which cannot .be transformed into 

gold until that which does not belong to it has been entirely 

separated from it; but the pure, incombustible, fixed sulphur 

remains with it, and then at length it passes either into gold or 

silver, according as the sulphur is either white or red. This 

internal sulphur is nothing but mature mercury, and the most 

advanced part of the quicksilver. and for this reason the quick- 
silver receives it so kindly, as being of its own essence, while 
it rejects the other which is foreign to it. — So Richard the 
Englishman says, in his ninth chapter: ** The more simple the 
sulphur is, the more readily does it combine with simple and 
pure mercury, and the more intimately they combine the 
more precious is the metal which is produced. But such 
sulphur, says Avicenna, * is not found on earth, except in so far 
as it exists in metallic bodies through the action of the sun and 
moon. In the sun it exists in a perfect state, because there it is 
better digestedand decocted." According to Richard,in his twelfth 
chapter, the red sulphur of the philosophers exists in the sun 
on account of its greater digestion, and the white sulphur in 
the moon on account of its inferior digestion." 

Since, then, the substance of the metals is oze, and common 
to all, and since this substance is (either at once, or after laying 
aside in course of time the foreign and evil sulphur of the baser 
metals by a process of gradual digestion) changed by the virtue 
of its own indwelling sulphur into GOLD, which is the goal of 
all the metals, and the true intention of Nature— we are obliged 
to admit, and freely confess that in the mineral kingdom, as well 
as in the vegetable and animal kingdoms, Nature seeks 
and demands a gradual attainment of perfection, and a 
gradual approximation to the highest standard of purity and 
excellence. 

I thought it would be best, O friendly searcher of Nature, 
to discuss the matter more in detail,in order that you might the 
more readily know and make use of the substance of our Stone ! 
For if you attempted to produce our Stone out of an animal 
substance you would fail, because the two things belong to 
different natural orders. For the Stone is a mineral, but you 
would be trying to fashion it out of an animal substance. «But 
nothing," saysour Richard, in his first chapter, * can be got out 

B2 
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ofa thing which is not in it. Therefore every species, every 
genus, every natural order, is naturally developed within its own 
limits, bearing fruit after its own kind, and not within some other 
essentially different order: everything in which seed is sown 
must correspond to its own seed." And Basil. Valentinus says : 
* Consider arid know, my friend, that you must not select an 
animal soul for this your purpose. For flesh and blood were 
given by the Creator to animals, and are proper to animals, and 
from them animals are formed and brought forth." For this 
reason I wonder at those who wish to be regarded as great 
adepts, and yet look for the substance of the stone in female 
menstruums, the seminal fluid, eggs, hairs, urine, and similar 
things, and are not ashamed to fill so many volumes with their 
vain and worthless recipes, and to deceive the ignorant with such 
foolish, futile, and useless speculations. ^ Roger, in his 
* Mirror" (cp. iii.), expresses his amazement at the folly of these 
men when he exclaims: * How strange that any sane person 
should look for what he wants in the animal and vegetable 
worlds, which have nothing whatever to do with the object of his 
search, while the mineral world is quite as ready to his hand. 
It is incredible that any philosopher should establish his art on 
such a remote foundation, except indeed by way of allegory." 
* For our Stone (says Basil.) is not made of combustible things. 
Verily that Stone and the matter thereof are safe from all such 
violence, therefore cease to seek it in the animal kingdom ; for 
Nature herself could not find it there." Again, whoever hopes 
to find it in the vegetable world, as, for instance, in trees, 
herbs, flowers, is quite as much mistaken as he who would 

change an animal into a stonc. Plants and trees, with all that 

they produce, may be consumed by fire, and leave nothing 

behind but the dust out of which they are made, and the salt 

which at the first creation of their species they received from 

Nature. Let no one be misled by the confident assertions of 

those who pretend that they can produce the Philosopher's Stone 

out of wheat, or out of wine. "These persons fancy they under- 

stand the meaning of a certain passage in thewritings of Raymond 

Lullius, but they exhibit the depth of their folly by the assumption 

of profound wisdom, and thus only deceive themselves and others. 

I do not deny that some excellent solvents, indispensable both. 
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to the physician and to the chemist, are obtained from these 

sources; but I do most positively deny that the Philosopher's 

Stone can be prepared, or its seed elicited, from them, since the 

Creator has ordained that nothing should overstep the bounds 

of the natural order to which it was originally assigned. Hence 
every true disciple of wisdom may gather that the substance of 
the Stone is to be obtained neither in the animal nor in the 
vegetable world, seeing that both are combustible. We must 
therefore look for it among incombustible things, that is to 
say, in the mineral world, and thence only can we prepare it. 
Since, then, the Stone of the Wise is mineral, and there are differ- 
ent kinds of minerals, as stones (including clay and the different 
varieties of earth), salts, general minerals, and metals, we must 
further ask, in which of allthese it is contained. We may at 

once eliminate stones, because they contain no fusible mercury, 
and cannot be melted, dissolved, or divided into their component 
parts on account of the large quantity of foreign sulphur and 
earthly substance which cleave to them. 

Nor will the wise investigator of Nature's secrets expect to 
find the substance of the Blessed Stone in salts, alums, or 
similar minerals. In them he meets with a sharp, corroding, 
destructive spirit, but mercury and sulphur, as understood by 
philosophers, he would vainly look for. General minerals, like 
magnesia, bismuth, antimony, ctc, can never under any circum- 
stances become metals; how, then, can the substance of this 
Stone, which is the essential perfection of all metals and minerals, 
be obtained from them? ^ Moreover, they have nothing in 
common with metals, but do burn, corrode, and destroy them :— 
how then can they be the means of their improvement ? 

Hear what Richard the Englishman has to say on this head 
(cp. x): " The lesser minerals cannot become metals—First, 
because they were not generated out of the elementary substance 
of metals, which is quicksilver. But seeing that their generation 
differs from the generation of metals in form, and substance, and 
composition, they can never become metals, because things 
belonging to the same species have the same elementary sub- 
stance,and spring from the same seed. But the lesser minerals are 
not generated from mercury, as we learn from Aristotle and 

. Avicenna, If they were to become metals, they would have to 
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change into the elementary substance of metals. And, since 
such a transformation is beyond the power of chemistry, they can 
never become metals ; that is to say, they can never be the sub- 
stance of the Stone. Second, since the lesser minerals cannot be- 
come the elementary substance of metals, which is mercury, they 
can never reach the middle and the end of the same develop- 
ment, namely, metals and the tincture. — But because the pro- 
perties of the lesser minerals are foreign to those of the metals, 
although they may have some of the virtues of minerals, yet on 
the whole they are less excellent and are liable to be injured by 
fire. Therefore the nature of metals delights not in them, but 
repels them, while it receives that which is suited to it. For this 
reason they are foolish who bring in so many foreign specula- 
tions for the purpose of imposing upon their hearers ; for the 
things they put forward are altogether unlike metals and can 
never receive nor impart their nature." 

The student must not suffer himself to be misled by the 
language occasionally employed with regard to salts by the 
philosophers whom we have quoted, as, for instance, when it is 
said, in the mystic language of our Sages, * He who works with- 
out salt will never raise dead bodies"; or, again, when he reads in 
the book of Soliloquies,* He who works without salt draws a bow 
without a string." ^ For you must know that these sayings refer 
to a very different kind of salt from the common mineral. This 
you may see from the following passage of the * Rosary of the 
Philosophers": * The salt of metals is the Philosopher's 
Stone; for our Stone is water congealed in gold and silver; 

it is hostile to fire and may be dissolved into the water of which 

it is composed after its kind." And that the *congealed water " 

of the Sages does not mean ordinary water may be gathered from 

the following words of Geber (lib. forn, cp. xix.): *Seek to 

resolve the sun and the moon into their dry water, which the 

vulgar call mercury." The Sages have also described their earth 
under the name of salt—e,g., in the * Sounding of the Trumpet, 

where it is said: * That which is left at the bottom of the dis- 

tilling vessel is our salt—that is to say, our earth." — And in the 

* Allegories of the Wise " one bursts forth into these words : 

* Mark well that those bodies which flow forth from our bodies 

are salts and alums" At times they call the medicine itself 
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* Salt," as in the following passage ofthe * Scale": ' The virtue 
of the second water is to exalt earth into its own mineral salt, as 

though assimilating it by its own strength." And Arnold, in his 

work concerning the * Preservation of Youth," (lib. iii) says: 

* "This prepared salt has great virtue in preserving youth. — The 
Sages have compared it to the natural heat of healthy youth. 
The Stone itself has sometimes been called by the wise the 
Animal Stone, sometimes the Mineral Secret, on account of this 
similitude ; sometimes the Everlasting Remedy, or the Water of 
Life. The whole preparation may be reduced to the purest 
drinking water, like other things that have the same properties. 
From the aforesaid it clearly appears that we are forbidden both 
by the teaching of the Sages and by the nature of the thing to 
suppose that the Stone can be made out of the lesser minerals. 

We should next enquire more carefully whether the matter 
of our Stone may be obtained from the intermediate minerals— 
like bismuth, antimony, magnesia, and so on. They are certainly 
often mentioned in this connection by the Sages. — Thus Senior 
says,in a certain passage: *If yellow orpiment has not the 
power of coagulating mercury our Magistery can never attain its 
goal." Thomas de Aquinas recommends us to take *our antimony, 
or black earth," while Parmenides, in * The Crowd," says : * Take 
quicksilver and coagulate it in the body of magnesia, or cor- 
ruptible sulphur." But in all such passages these terms are used 
metaphorically ; it is not meant that the Great Stone can ever be 
made out of such substances. "The orpiment and magnesia of 
the Sages are not the common minerals, but the substance which 
in other passages is called the Agent, the Lion, the King, 
Sulphur, and by many other names. They call it orpiment 
because it gives a deeper and more brilliant colouring to gold ; 
magnesia because of the excellence and greatness of that 
which is gained from it ; antimony, with Thomas Aquinas, on 
account of the brilliant blackness which it assumes after solution. 
As a matter of fact, when the Stone has assumed its ebony colour 
they are in the habit of comparing it to all black things. 

But it may be said that some of these intermediate minerals 
are, as a matter of fact, composed of mercury and sulphur, and 
may become metals, £2., magnesia unites with lead and tin, and : 
antimony not only mingles with metals, but also produces a 
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lead not very different from natural lead. Moreover, it is 
asserted that many persons of high and low degree have 
actually seen gold made of these minerals. It is further said 
that as these minerals are composed of mercury and sulphur 
(and can by chemical means be reduced to them), and are therc- 
fore of a common origin with the metals, the substance of the 
Stone may also be elicited from them. But, in the first place, 
we must draw a distinction between the various minerals of this 
class, namely those which contain mercury, and those which 
hardly ever contain it. "Those that are full of mercury are of 
greater account, since, by means of our Medicine, their mercury 
may be transformed into gold and silver; and, their nature 
being partly metallic, they may well be called half metals. 
But the rest, which have no mercury, are of no use for our 
purpose. But forasmuch as, on account of the gross and com- 
bustible sulphur which is in them, even the first are very far 
indeed from the metallic goal, so they cannot be taken for the 
substance of our Stone, which should be pure and perfect 
mercury combined with pure, subtle, and  incombustible 
sulphur. That they are most impure and deeply infected with 
the grossness of their sulphur, may be easily seen by the test of 
a chemical experiment. One of them (zinetum) might, by 
reason of its weight and brilliance, be taken at first sight for 
pure mercury by the careless ; but when brought to the test of 
fire it is consumed with a smoke, like that of sulphur. 

Bismuth, on the other hand, is not even fusible by fire—such is 

its earthy grossness and impurity. Antimony, again, can be 

purged by a chemical process, and reduced to a very white and 

beautiful regulus. As we gaze upon it in this purified state, 1t 

seems difficult to believe that it may not be transformed into 

something glorious. ^ Hence it is natural that some self-con- 

ceited people should have supposed that the Stone may be 

prepared from it. But however much antimony is purged of its 

blackness, it still retains its grossness, hardness, and sulphuric 

properties ; it can never become malleable (like the metals), and 

therefore, in spite of its numerous affinities, cannot be regarded 

as a metal. Moreover, it has gross and impure mercury ; and its 

sulphur is combustible. Ye, then, who would be great philo- 

sophers and do deceive many with your voluminous writings, 
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in which you put this mineral forward as the essence of the 
universal remedy—l ask you again and again to reconsider 
your opinion, and to mark the saying of Arnold, that "it is 
foolish to seek in a thing that which it does not contain. He 
also says, in his Commentary on * The Crowd": * The 
philosopher's stone is a pure substance. Again, Lullius in his 
* Last Testament," observes : '* Our tincture is nothing but pure 
fire.^ There is an expression to the same effect in his 
* Vade Mecum": *It is a subtle spirit which tinges bodies, 
and cleanses them of their leprous infirmities." But this 
mineral (like all the rest, without a single exception) is so gross 
and impure that it can only be cleansed by the mediation of our 
tincture. — Therefore, the substance of our Great Stone cannot 
be elicited from it, since (Richard, cp. tr.) nothing can be 
obtained from a body which does not exist therein. What shall 
we say of vitriol which misleads many by its wonderful 
qualities, especially as some part of it changes into copper, and 
itself has the power of transforming iron into copper? Asa 
matter of fact, it is the elementary substance of copper, and 
when this mineral vapour (or aeriform mercury) finds in the 
mineral veins of the earth a place where its bitter, acid, salt, and 
venereal sulphur lies hid, it immediately amalgamates with it 
into a metal. But since the quantity of the aforesaid sulphur 
greatly exceeds that of the mercury, when the pure is separated 
from the impure, and the combustible from the incombustible by 
the segregating office of Nature, the mercury itself is changed 
into a greenish inferior substance. When common sulphur is 
added to copper, and the whole brought in contact with fire (for 
art can do by intense heat in a few moments what it takes the 
gentle heat of Nature a long time to accomplish) it corrodes the 
copper, and changes it into vitriol, and, in proportion to the 
quantity of the sulphur, the vitriol assumes a richer or fainter 
colour ; whence it comes that some vitriol contains more copper 
and some less. In iron, too, there is gross sulphur ; hence it is 
corroded by vitriol which seeks its mercury (the mercury of iron 
being very like that of vitriol), and (the mercury being joined to the sulphur) the iron becomes pure copper. 
. It should be carefully noticed that the acid spirit of vitriol 15 generated from sulphur ; for the smell of sulphur is perceived 



26 IHE HERMETIC MUSEUM. 

in the spirit of vitriol, and the spirit of sulphur, like the spirit of 
vitriol, has power to change into vitriol. Since, then, this 
corrosive sulphur is hid in vitriol,and since it contains so small 
a quantity of impure mercury, we may be sure that it cannot be 
the object of our search. In this we agree with Alphidius, who 
says: * Take heed, my son, and eschew dead bodies, and stones ; 
in these things there is no true way of procedure, for their life 
preserves not, but destroys. Such are salts, orpiments, arsenic, 
magnesia, bismuth, tutty, and the like ^ And Arnold (Flos 
Flor.) says: * The reason of these mistakes is that thc four spirits, 
viz, orpiment, salt of ammonia, mercury, and sulphur, are not 
the seed of perfect or imperfect metals (except, of course, 
mercury and sulphur by themselves)." 

But from these last words of Arnold it might be inferred 
that common mercury and quicksilver are the substance of 
the stone, seeing that these are referred to the four spirits, and 
that sulphur is supposed to consolidate the mercury. But I 
answer, with Richard the Englishman, in his eleventh chapter, 
that it does not really do so. For every kind of common 
sulphur is repugnant to metals, as the Sage says: ** Indeed 
you must know that sulphur comes forth out of the fatness of 
the earth, and is thickened in the minera by gentle heat ; when 
it becomes hard it is ca//ed sulphur." 

Now there are two kinds of sulphur, the living and the 
combustible. Quick sulphur is the active principle of metals, 
and, when purged from all foreign matter, is the Matter of our 
Stone. But the common combustible variety is not the Matter 
of metals or of our Stone ; rather, it is injurous to them. 
Common, combustible sulphur—so we are told by Avicenna and 

Richard the Englishman—has nothing to do with our art. 

However carefully prepared, it still disintegrates and destroys 

metals, because it has no affinity with them. When enclosed in 

metals, it retards their fusion. This is clearly seen in the case 

of iron, which contains hard, gross, and impure sulphur. When 

this sulphur is burned it is nothing but a dead, earthy, powdery 

substance. How then can it impart life to other things? For 

it has two principles of decay—its inflammability and its earthy 

impurity. The sulphur of the Sages, on the other hand, is 

living fire; it is quick, and quickens and matures lifeless 
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substances. Common sulphur, then, cannot be the substance 
of the Stone. 

But what shall we infer concerning common mercury ? 

The Sages tell us tbat the Matter of our Stone is a mercurial 

substance, and many of its qualities closely resemble those 
of vulgar mercury. For it is the elementary substance of all 
fusible minerals, as Arnold says (Ros., pt. L, cp. ii) : * Since all 
fusible substances, when melted, are changed into it, and it 
mingles with them because of its common nature: they can 
differ from it only in so far as it contains impure foreign 
sulphur. And, again (cp. iv.): * Living mercury is clearly 
most perfect, and proved in all its operations, since it saves from 
combustion and promotes fusion. It is the red tincture, the sum 
of perfection, and quick as lightning ; nor is it severed from that 
with which it has mingled so long as it exists. The same is 
full of affinity, cleaving faithfully, and is the medium by which 
tinctures are united, for it mingles most intimately with them, 
penetrating naturally into their inmost part, for it is of the same 
nature. We imitate Nature exactly, who in her minera hath no 
other matter whereon she works except a pure mercurial form. 
It is the only thing that overcomes fire, and is not overcome by 
it, but delights in its amicable warmth." Again, Bernard says: 
*In this mercury is enclosed essential sulphur, which the fire 
cannot touch ; and it accomplishes our object without any other 
substance than that of pure mercury." Seeing, then, that 
mercury has such excellent properties, it must surely be the 
substance of our Stone? True; but as there are two kinds of 
sulphur, so there are two kinds of mercury, the common mercury 
and the mercury of the Sages. Common mercury is gross and 
crude ; nor does it stand the test of fire like our mercury, but is 
dissipated in the form of smoke, even by gentle heat. Hence 
the Sages have laid down this rule: * Our mercury is not the 
mercury of the vulgar herd." So Lullius says (Slav op 
" Common  quicksilver, however carefully prepared, can 
never become the quicksilver of the Sages, for common quick- 
silver can only stand the test of fire by the aid of some other dry 
and more highly digested quicksilver. ^ But most students of 
this art have spoken largely about the sublimation of common 
mercury, and have persisted in seeking the treasure of earthly 
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wisdom where it cannot be found, because Nature has not placed 
it there. And, truly, the working even of common mercury is so 
wonderful that it has misled some who supposed themselves to 
be adepts in this art. The following is a case in point. I knew 
a man who.succeeded in giving to his amalgam an orange 
colour, but he could not get it any nearer to the colour of gold. 
At last this clever chemist determined to increase the heat of the 
furnace, thinking that this would have the desired effect of more 
intimately combining the various ingredients. But alas! the 
alembic burst, the gold was hurled into the fire, and almost 
changed from its nature by the still volatile mercury. 
Hence it appears that the mercury (which is its body) so 
strongly affected the gold in its minutest particles as to reduce 
it to a tincture, although several colours were obtained by the 
action of the heat on the melted mass. If that good man had 
taken to heart Arnold's words in the * Flower of Flowers," he 
would never have made that experiment. For the said Arnold 
makes reference to those who adopt this method in the following 
terms : * They knew that mercury is the elementary principle of 
the metals, and that they are produced through its digestion by - 
the heat of sulphur ; they therefore sublimed mercury by itself, 
then fixed and consolidated it, again melted it and did again 
coagulate it: but when they came to examine the alembic, they 
found no gold, etc." Therefore we cannot believe that common 
quicksilver is the substance ofthe Stone. At the same time I 
do not deny that it is indispensable both to the philosophical 
chymist and to the physician. 
We have carefully sought the substance of our stone in the 

animal and vegetable world, among stones, lesser, intermediate, 
and greater minerals, but in vain. We must now see whether 
we can find it in the metals, and if so, whether in all or only in 
some. It is a well-known fact (to which Roger bears witness, 
Spec., cp. iii.), that all metals are generated outof sulphur and 
quicksilver, and that nothing will become one with them, or 

change.them, but what originates in themselves ; since a thing 

can be developed and improved only by that which belongs to 

its own nature (Richard, cp. i.). 
I need not say that the Great Artist has ordained that 

throughout the whole of Nature things should generate and 
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produce only that which is like them, so that, for instance, a 
horse can never be the offspring of a man. * As brute animals," 
says Basil Valentine, **cannot multiply after their kind by way 
of generation except by virtue of their common nature ; so you 
cannot expect to obtain the Blessed Stone, but out of its own 
seed, out of which it was made from the beginning. Now to 
find the. seed you should diligently consider for what purpose 
you require the Store. You will at once see that it can be 
obtained only from the metallic root from which God has ordained 
that the metals themselves should be generated. Moreover, 
there is a great conformity between the generation of the metals 
and the Stone. For in both sulphur and quicksilver (containing 
that salt which is their quickening soul) are indispensably 
required ; nor can any useful metal be generated until these 
three (making up the metallic substance) have been combined ; 
for in the composition of metals there must be nothing which has 
not been obtained from a metallic source" * No external thing, 
says Draco, ** which is not derived from these two [sulphur and 
mercury]has power to produce or transmute metals. On this 
account we must select a metallic substance for the production 
of the Stone" We must next briefly enquire whether it is to be 
found in imperfect metals. Many imagine that the substance of 
the white (tincture) may be elicited from tin or lead, and that of 
the red out of copperoriron,orboth. This idea is doubtless owing 
to a misconception of the words of the Sages. For Geber (lib. 
forn. cp. ix.) says : * The mass for fermentation we generally gain 
from the imperfect [base] bodies" Therefore we lay it down as 
a general rule that the white paste may be extracted from Jupiter 
and Saturn, the red from Venus, Saturn,and Mars. And Basil. 
Valentinus says (Lib. de phys. et hyperphys.), that the tincture 
Is prepared out of a conjunction of Mars and Venus. Acain 
(Triumph. Antimon.), he uses these words : * After this tincture 
of the Sun and Moon comes the tincture of Venus and Mars 
which two make up the tincture of the Sun, when they have been 
thoroughly perfected and condensed. After these come the 
tinctures of Jupiter and of Saturn (for the coagulation of mercury) 
and at last the tincture of mercury itself." But the searcher of Nature must know that there can be no contradiction of opinion 
between Geber or Basil, for it is impossible that the true 
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philosophers should ever lie, and so these words should be para- 
bolically understood. For no perfection can be obtained from 
imperfect metals, either by themselves or mixed, nor can that 
which is itself imperfect bring other things to perfection. For 
the purest substance of mercury is required for our purpose, as 
is testified in the * Sounding of the Trumpet," and by Avicenna, 
Lullius, and almost all the Sages, who unanimously affirm that 
"the purest substance of mercury is selected by us for our 
work." Now this highly refined substance of mercury is not 
found in the base metals, since they are rendered so gross by 
their impure and unessential sulphur, that, like leprous bodies, 
they can never be thoroughly purged and cleansed, in which 
process is the essence of our artifice. Nor do they well stand the 
test of fire, which is one of the properties required in our Matter. 
Let us hear what Geber has to tell us (Summa, cp. Ixiii.) concern- 
ing the impurity of imperfect metals, and the properties of 
perfect mercury : * Thus," hesays, * we happen upon two most 
wonderful secrets. The one is that there exists a twofold cause 
for the destruction of every [imperfect] metal by fire : namely, 
(1), the combustible sulphur enclosed in their interior substance 
is kindled by fierce heat, and (unimpeded by any excellence in 
their mercury) annihilates, and converts into smoke their entire 
substance; (2), the outward flame is fed by them, penetrates 
into their interior, and dissolves them into smoke, even though 
they be very solid ; (3), their interior is laid bare by calcination. 
Now when all these conditions of destruction are found together, 
bodies must needs be destroyed ; if they are not found together, 
they are destroyed somewhat more slowly. "The second secret 
is the excellence which quicksilver imparts to bodies. Forquick- 
silver (no other condition of decay being present) does not 
permit itself to be separated into its elements, but proves its 
perfection by preserving its substance intact inthefire. Blessed 
be God who created it, and gave it such a substance and such 
properties as are not found in all Nature besides. This is that 
which overcomes fire, and delights in its amicable heat" Here 
Geber clearly shews that the substance of our Stone cannot exist 

in imperfect metals; because things that are impure in them- 

selves do not abide the fire which might purify them, while our 

mercury (on account of its purity) is not in the slightest degree 
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injured by the fire. Thus we perceive that no one imperfect 

metal can contain the substance of our Stone. But neither is it 

to be found in a mixture of impure metals—for by mixing they 

become less pure than they were before. Moreover we said 

above that the. substance we required was oze. his fact is 

clearly set forth by Halys (lib. secret., cp. vi), when he says: 

« The Stone is One ; nothing else must be added to it: out of 

one substancc the Sages obtain our remedy. Nothing else must 

mingle with the Stone itself, or with its substance. And 

Morienus says: * This Magistery grows from one original root, 

which branches out into several parts, and from which springs 

one thing." 
But if base metals cannot be the substance of the Stone, why 

do the Sages bid us employ them? I will tell you. When they 

speak of impure bodies, they do not mean copper, iron, lead, tin, 

&c., but its own Zody, or its earth—as Arnold (Flos Flor.) says: 

* Mercury is united to earth, Ze, to an imperfect substance 

[or body]" For though this * earth " is so perfect and pure that 

in these respects it would seem to attain the utmost possibility 

of Nature, yet in regard to the Stone it is still imperfect and 

impure. In this point art leaves Nature behind, since it accom- 

plishes what Nature could not perform. That this. earth before 
its plenary purgation and regeneration is imperfect, may be 
seen from the fact that it cannot yet accomplish more in the 
matter of tinging than Nature has given to it, while after its 
regeneration it is most powerful [Its grossness is clearly 
perceived in an actual experiment : for first it is black and looks 
like lead or antimony ; then it is of a whitish colour, and is 
called Jupiter (or tin, or magnesia), and this also before it has 
attained true whiteness, but when it has passed the white stage, 
itis called Mars and Venus; after that it becomes perfect and 
red. That Basil Valentinus agrees with me, and did not 
really hold the opinion which he expressed in some of his 
writings, is clear from his tract concerning the Great Stone, 
where (speaking of the Matter of the Stone) he says that in the 
Sun all three perfections are found together, whence it derives 
its power of resisting the fire, and that the Moon, on account of 
its fixed mercury, does not easily yield to the fire, but endures 
the trial. *' That noble paramour Venus," he continues, '*is 
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furnished with an abundance of colour, and the greater and richer 
part of her body is full of tincture. The colour is the same which 
dwells in the most precious of metals, and on account of its 
abundance has a reddish appearance. But its body is leprous, 
for which reason the tincture cannot remain fixed in it, but 
evaporates when the former is destroyed. For when the body 
decays the soul cannot remain, but is dissipated and driven off. 
Its habitation is destroyed and burnt with fire, and its place knows 
it no more. In a fixed body it would without difficulty remain. 
The fixed 'salt' gives to brave Mars a hard, strong, and heavy 
body ; whence the strength of his soul is perceived: for this 
warrior is not easily overcome. For his body is hard and difficult 
to wound." 

But let no one conclude from these words of Basilius that 
that fixed sulphur of Venus, when united to the spirit of perfect 
mercury, will become the tincture. We must again repeat that 
our substance is not collected from many sources; but, as 
Basilius says, it is oze universal thing, and is found in, and 
obtained from one thing, being the spirit of mercury, the soul 
ofsulphur, and a spiritual salt, united under one heaven and 
dwelling in one body. Therefore let us turn our backs upon 
the base metals, and turn our minds to the precious metals, 
taking to heart those words of Plato (qu. ii): * Why do you 
melt and dissolve other bodies with great labour, when in these 
[the precious metals] you have what you seck? If you wish 
to use the base metals, you must first change them into the 
substance of perfect bodies." Therefore, beloved inquirer into 
the secrets of Nature, leave on one side all things animal and 
vegetable, all salts, alums, vitriols, bismuths, magnesias, antimo- 
nies, and all base and impure metals, and seek thy Stone with 
Arnold de Vill. nov. (Pt. L, cp.vii.): *in Mercury and the Sun for 
the Sun, and in Mercury and the Moon for the Moon; since 
the whole virtue of this art consists in them alone"  * For as 
the source of ignition is fire, so gold is the principle of gold 
making," says Ripley, in his * First Gate." If, therefore, thou 
wouldest make gold and silver by the philosopher's art, take 
for this purpose neither eggs, nor blood, but gold and silver, 

which, being subjected to the action of fire naturally, prudently, 

and not manually, generate new substances after their own kind, 
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like all things in Nature. Richard (cp. x.)tells us" to sow gold 

and silver, that aided by our labour they may bring forth fruit, 

through the mediation of Nature: for these two have [and are] 

what you seek and nothing else in all the world." And why 

should I not fix on them since they contain pure and perfect 

mercury, with red and white sulphur. (Richard,cp. xvii) So 

Avicenna teaches that, * in all silver is white, as in all gold there 

is red, sulphur. No other sulphur like that which exists in these 

bodies is found on allthe earth. Therefore we cunningly pre- 

pare these two bodies, that we may have sulphur and quick- 

silver of the same substance as that which generates gold and 

silver under the earth. For they are shining bodies, whose 

rays tinge other bodies with true whiteness and redness, ac- 

cording to the manner of their own preparation." * For our 

Magistery," says, Arnold (Rosar, pt. Ll, cp. v.) "aids perfect 

bodies, and works upon the imperfect without the admixture 

ofanything else. Gold, then, being the most precious of all the 

metals, is the red tincture, tinging and transforming every body. 

Silver is the white tincture, tinging other bodies with its perfect 

whiteness." Let me tell the gentle reader that the metals, that 

is to say, gold and silver in their metallic form, are not the Matter 
of our Stone—being in the middle between them and the base 
metals, as our Matter is in the middle between the former and 
our Great Stone. So Bernard says (pt.ii): * Let them be 
silent who affirm that there is any tincture but our own, or any 
other sulphur than that which lies hid in magnesia ; also those 
who would extract the quicksilver from any but the red slave, 
and who speak of some other water but our own which is 
incorruptible and combines with nothing except that which 
belongs to its own nature, and moistens [tinges] nothing except 
that which is one with its own nature. There is no acid but our 
own, no other regimen, no other colours. In the same way, 
there is no other true solution, sublimation, consolidation, 

putrefaction. | therefore advise you to have done with alums, 
vitriols, salts, black bodies, borax, aqua fortis, herbs, animals, 
beasts, and all that proceeds from them, hairs, blood, urine, 
human seed, flesh, eggs, and all minerals, and to keep to the 
metals. But though the quicksilver required for our Stone is found 
in metals only, and in these is the beginning of the work, they 
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are not therefore our Stone, so long. as they retain their metallic 
form. For one and the same substance cannot have two forms. 
How can they be the Stone which holds an intermediate form 
between metals and mercury, unless their present form is first 
destroyed and removed ?" Therefore, also, Raymond Lully says 
in his * Testament" (cp. vi): * On this account a good artist 
takes metals for his media in the work of the magistery, and 
especially the Sun and Moon, because in them the sub- 
stance of the Mercury and Sulphur is ripened, pure, and 
well-digested by Nature's own artifice, ^ The artist would 
vainly endeavour to produce this exact proportion out 
of the natural elements, if he did not find it ready to 
his hand in these bodies" ^ And in the * Codicil" he says: 
* Without these two, viz, gold and silver, our art would have 
no existence, since the sulphur they contain has been purified by 
nature with a thoroughness such as art would vainly strive to 
imitate. From these two bodies, with their prepared sulphur [or 
prepared arsenic] our Medicine may be elicited, but without them 
we can never obtain it." In the preface to his * Key" he says: 
* [ advise you, my friends, to operate on nothing but the Sun and 
Moon ; but these you should resolve into their elementary sub- 
tances, viz, our quicksilver and our sulphur." In like manner 
Arnoldus assures us that *from these bodies there is extracted 
an exceedingly white and red sulphur; for in these there 
is a most pure substance of sulphur, cleansed to the highest 
degree by Nature's own artifice." ^ Nicarus, in * The 
Crowd," says: *I bid. you take gold, which you desire to 
multiply and renew, and to divide its water into two parts ; for 
that metal falling into that water will be called the fermenting 
matter of gold." How can this Sage call his * water" gold? To 

- assist the student in solving this enigma I must tell him that the 
gold of the Sages is not common gold, as also Senior tells us. In 
*The Crowd" it is said : * As mercury is the element of all metals, 
so gold is their ultimate goal; hence in all metals, pure and im- 

pure, there are gold,silver, and mercury. But there is one true gold 

which is the essence of all? ^ Thus you see that there is a gold 
of the Sages, which, though derived from common gold, is yet 

very different from it. The following words occur in the * Rising 

Dawn" (cp. xvi) * The philosopher's gold resembles common 
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gold neither in colour nor in substance. That which is extracted 

from it is the red and white tincture." * The philosopher's gold 
may be bought at a low price " (Aphidius). * All that is bought 
at a high price is false. With little gold we buy much 
(Morienus). Moreover, our gold is living gold, and our silver is 
living silver, so that they can cause nothing but life and growth. 
Common gold and silver are dead, They can effect nothing 
until they are raised from the dead and quickened by the Sage. 
Then they live, and possess in a high degree the power of pro- 
pagating and multiplying their race. Concerning the life of our 
metals that great philosopher, Sendivogius (who is still living), 
has the following words : * Let me advise you not to receive the 
gold and silver of the vulgar herd, for they are dead. Take our 
living metals. Place them in our fire, and there will result a 
dry liquid. First, earth will be resolved into water [for thus the 
Mercury of the Sages is called. That water will solve gold and 
silver, and consume them until only the tenth part with one part 
is left. This will be tbe humid radical of the metals." 

It is to be noted that Sages sometimes call their water, 
as wellas their earth, gold. Hereunto we have already heard 
the words of Nicarus, and after a like manner we are told in the 
" Rosary of the Philosophers : * Our gold and silver are not the 
gold and silver of the vulgar. We call gold the water which rises 
into the air when exposed to fire. Verily, this gold is not the 
gold of the vulgar. The vulgar would not believe of zZezz gold 
that it could be volatilised on account of its solid nature." 

The philosopher's *earth," then, is sometimes designated 
their gold, as the same author testifies: * Know that our ore, 
which is the gold of the philosophers, is their earth." This 
"earth" is also called ore, ferment, or tincture ; just as the 
" water" is called white and flaky *earth" ^ So we read in the 
" Sounding of the Trumpet ": * Wherefore Hermes says, * Sow 
your gold in white, flaky earth which by calcination has been 
made glowing, subtle, and volatile That is to say : Sow gold, 
2.e., the soul and quickening virtue, into the white earth, which 
by preparation has been made white and pure and freed from all 
Its grossness. "Thus natural gold is not the fermenting matter, but the philosopher's goldis thequickening ferment itself." Again, in the Seventh Step of the * Ladder of the Philosophers " : * Their 
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earth is white in which their gold [which is the soul]is sown, 
and this body is the centre of knowledge, the concentration 
thereof, and the habitationspf tinctures" Once more: * There- 
fore Hercules says; 'Solve the body of magnesia which has 
become white and like the leaves of the bramble. This is the 
body ; the soul is the esssence which is called the philosopher's 
gold." (For with water the spirit ascends into the upper air.) 
* Mix," says Senior, *gold with gold, that is water [mercury] 
and ashes)" Again, Hermes says: *Sow gold into the white 
flaky earth." From these expressions, however obscurely worded, 
it is clear that our gold is not common gold. 

But why do the philosophers call their gold now * water," 
and now *earth"? Do they not contradict themselves, or each 
other? No; our Sages, in expounding tbe truth, veil it under 
obscure and allegorical expressions, but nevertheless agree with 
each other so marvellously that they allseem to speak, as it 
were, with one mouth. "They do not confound one thing with 
another, nor do they wish to lead the earnest enquirer astray. 
They express themselves in mystic phrases to hide the truth 
from the unworthy and impious, lest they should seem to be 
casting pearls before s:ine, and giving: the holy thing to be 
trodden underfoot by these who think only of indulging their 
lustful desires. But the noble student of our art has been told 
more than once, not only from what quarter our Stone may be 
obtained, but also that its substance must be cze, which by the 
artist's skill may be resolved into two, viz., earth and fire, or 

mercury and sulphur. 
The Sages, then, do well to call their gold earth or water ; 

for they have a perfect right to term it whatever they like. So 
they have frequently called their Stone their gold, their super- 
perfect gold, their regenerate gold, and by many other names 
besides. If any one does not perceive their meaning at the first 
glance, he must blame his own ignorance, not their jealousy. 

The reader now knows that the substance of our Stone is 
neither animal nor vegetable, and that it does not belong to the 

minerals or the base metals, but that it must be extracted from 

gold and silver, and that our gold and silver are not the vulgar, 

dead gold and silver, but the living gold and silver of the Sages. 

We must now say something about the mode of solution, as the 
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greatest arcanum of all, and the root of the matter. A solution 

takes place when we transform a dry thing into a liquid, a hard 

thing into a soft, a hidden thing into one that is manifest, z.e., 

when a solid is changed into water ; not, however, the vulgar 

water (as Parmenides and Agadmon in * The Crowd " teach us: 

* When some persons hear of the liquefaction, they think a change 

takes place into the water of the clouds. But if they had read 

and understood our books, they would know that our water is 

permanent), but into the water of the Sages, Ze., the elementary 

substance, as Arnold (Ros. I., cp. ix.) says: * The object of the 

Sages is to dissolve the Stone into its mercury, or elementary 

matter" And Avicenna says: * Thou who wouldest attain our 
object must first endeavour to dissolve and sublime the two 
luminaries, which is the first stage of the experiment, that they 
may become quicksilver, ^ Therefore Arnold (Ros. II, cp. ii.) 
describes the solution as a resolving of bodies, and a preparation 
ofthe first Matter or Nature. And Richard the Englishman 
(cp. xviii.) writes thus : * First the Stone must be resolved into its 
elementary substance [seeing that it is an union of body and 
spirit], that the two may become one mercurial water." But even 
as this first solution is the most vital part of our process, so is it 
also the most difficult, as Eobold Vogelius testifies when he 
says : * How hard this achievement is can be affirmed by those 
who have performed it" Bernard of Trevisan, in his book 
addressed to Thomas of Bononia, says: * He who knows the 
secret of the sclution is acquainted with the arcanum of the Art, 
which is, to mingle kinds, and effectually to extract elements 
from elements which lie hid in them." — The solution must not 
be made with aqua fortis ; for aqua fortis corrodes and destroys 
the body which should be only liquefied and improved. The 
solution does not take place into any water that wets the hands, 
but into a dry water, which is called both sulphur and mercury, 
as Zneumo says (Turba): *Unless by resolving it into its 
elements you extract from the body its marrow, and make it an 
impalpable spirit, you labour in vain." And Richard the English- 
man, following Avicenna, affirms (cp. xi): * The Sages have 
striven to discover how those sulphurs may be extracted from 
those more perfect bodies, and how their qualities may be so 
refined by Art, that that which was not manifest before (although 
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it always lay hid in them) may appear by the mediation of the said 
Art with Nature. And thisthey confess cannot be done unless 
the body be resolved into its First Matter, which is quicksilver, 
out of which it was made in the beginning, without admixture 
of any outward things ; since foreign matter cannot improve the 
nature of our Stone. **For no water," says Bernard, ** dissolves 
our bodies, but that which is of their kind, and may be 
inspissated by them." (Ep. to Thom. of Bonon) And in the 
same Epistle he writes : * The solution should be permanent, so 
that from both elements, viz, the male and female seed, a new 
species may result. Amen, I say unto you that no natural 
water can dissolve metals, except that which is always in them 
substantially and formally, and which the metals themselves, 
being dissolved, may again consolidate." ^ Thus Morfoleus, in 
* 'The Crowd " says: * Every body is dissolved with the spirit that 
is joined to it, and doubtless also becomes spiritual. ^ And 
every spirit is modified and coloured by bodies, to which spirit 
is thus added a tinging colour which stands the test of fire." 

Hence the student of our art must diligently enquire what 
that water is. * For the knowledge of the menstruum;," says 
Raymond (Comp. An., p.i.) *isathing without which nothing can 
be done in the magisteryof this Art. Nothing preserves the metals 
while it dissolves them, but our menstruum," which, as he further 
states in his 'Codicilj is *the water by which the metals are 

' solved, while all their essential properties are conserved." Though 
this is the Great Arcanum which our Sages have always kept 
secret, and have forbidden us to reveal, yet, as far as we may, 
we will put you on the right track by two quotations. The 
first is found in the abridged Rosary, and runs as follows: * The 
first preparation and foundation of this Art, is the solution [ze., 
reduction] of the body into water, Ze., into quicksilver, and this 

they call the solution, when they say : Let the gold be dissolved, 

which is hid in the body of magnesia, that it may be reduced to 

its First Matter, that thence it may become sulphur and quick- 

silver, and not be again liquefied into water. The object of our 

solution is to make it liquid, and resolve it into the substance of . 

quicksilver that the saltness of its sulphur may be diminished, 

which divine sulphur is prepared by extraction from two 

sulphurs, when the spirit meets the body." The second quota- 
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tion is from the ** Prooemium of the Twelve Gates, by Ripley : 

* [ will straightway teach thee that thou mayest know that there 

are three mercuries, which are the keys of knowledge [which 

Raymond calls his menstrua], without which nothing is properly 

done. But two of them are superficial The third is of the 

essence of the Sun and Moon, the properties of which I will 

describe to thee. For mercury, the essence of other metals, is 

the principal substance of our Stone. In Gold and Silver our 

menstrua are not visible to the eye, and are only perceived by 

their effect. This is the Stone of which we speak, if anyone 

understand our books aright. It is the soul and shining sub- 

stance of the Sun and Moon, that subtile influence from which 

the earth derives its splendour. For what are gold and silver 

(says Avicenna) but pure red and white earth? Take away 

from it the aforesaid splendour, and it will be nothing but 

worthless earth. The whole compound we call our lead. The 
quality of splendour comes from the Sun and Moon. And, in 
brief, these are our solvents. Perfect bodies we naturally calcine 
with the first, without adding any impure body but oxe, com- 
monly called by philosophers the green lion, and this is the 
medium for perfectly combining the tinctures of theSunand Moon. 
With the second, which is a vegetable liquid, reviving what 
before was dead, the two principles [both material and formal] 
must be solved ; else they would be of little value. "With the 
third, which is a permanent, incombustible liquid, of unctuous 
quality, the tree of Hermes is burnt to ashes. This is our 
natural, most sure fire, our mercury, our sulphur, our pure tincture, 
our soul,our Stone raised with the wind, born in the earth. 
These things take to heart. This Stone, I dare to tell thee, is the 
powerful essence of the metal, and thou must be careful how thou 
dost obtain it. For this solvent is invisible, although with the 
secondary philosophic water it may, by the separation of ele- 
ments, become visible in the form of pure water. Out of this 
solvent, and with it, thou mayst obtain the sulphur of Nature, if 
it be naturally turned into a pure spirit. Then thou mayst with 
it dissolve thy fundamental mass [Ze. gold and silver]." 

In these two quotations the whole mystery of the solution is 
revealed. If you will consider the properties and powers of 
.Nature, and compare them with these words, and annihilate all 
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the workings of Nature (Ze. reduce them, and unroll them 
like the thread of a skein), you will find in them all truth plainly 
and fundamentally. But if you cannot gather from them 
where are the bolted gates, and do not know the substance 
and the powers of Nature, you shall be conducted to them, not 
by contemptuous self-conceit, but by ardent prayer and inde- 
fatigable study. 

For (by the revelation of the great and good God) I have 
attained this Art only by persevering application, vigils, and 
repeated reading of authentic books. I do not speak of the 
matter—that was made known to me by the revelation of God 
alone; but I have by study discovered the secret of its solution, 
which is the same with ancient and modern Sages, and the true 
arcanum of the Art, in the absence of which neither past nor 
present Philosophers could have performed anything, whence it is 
a secret of Art and an arcanum of wisdom which no one but God 
must reveal, for which benefit I give undying thanks with heart 
and lips to the Creator of all things, world without end, Amen. 

That you may have no cause to complain of me, gentle 
reater, I will, however, for the love of God, expound to you 
another mystery. You are to know that, although the solution 
is one, yet in it there may be distinguished a first, and a second, 
as they say in the schools. The irs solution is that of which 
Arnold speaks in the above quotation, vzz., the reduction of it to 
its First Matter; the secozd is that perfect solution of body and 
spirit at the same time, in which the solvent and the thing solved 
always abide together, and with this solution of the body there 
takes place simultaneously a consolidation of the spirit. 

Here you may clearly and plainly see with your eyes what 
you have long desired to see. If you understand it, it is mere 
child's play ; therefore, I will forbear to speak any further about it. 

If you know the beginning, the end will duly follow by the help of 

God, from whom alone we may obtain all glory, the corruptible 
glory of this world, and that eternal glory in which with glorified 

bodies we shall see God face to face—despising all mundane 

pleasure that we may behold with our own eyes that eternal, 
infinite, and unspeakable joy of heaven. 

With these words I will conclude my little tract. Every- 

thing else that remains to be said I will set forth in the following 
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parable, where you will find the entire system and practice 
clearly expounded. If you duly follow it, you will doubtless . 
attain to the true.wisdom. May it be shewn to you, and to all 
good men, by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit, Blessed for evermore ! 

M.S. 

The thing is one in number, and one essence, which Nature 
strives to transform, but with the help of Art, into two, and twice 
two: mercury and sulphur impart nourishment to themselves. 
Spirit, and soul, and body, and four elements: the fifth which 
they furnish is the Philosophers Stone. Select your substance 
without guile, let it be double, and let its splendour be of pure 
mercury. Take sulphur free from every foreign substance, and 
consume it in a fiery furnace. But when you put it together 
again, let it still be of the same weight. "Then I will believe that 
you are upon the road of the mystery. When you have dis- 
solved, quickly sublime it. Pound what you obtain, and 
ceaselessly distil it. Then endeavour to condense it, and 
continue to expose it to heat ^ After this begin to "*tinge" 
largely. You have the panacea of men, and the sum of the 
metals, and you shall be able to cure whomsoever and what- 
soever you please. 

Here follows a. Parable in which the Mystery of the whole 
Matter 2s Declared. 

Once upon a time, when I was walking abroad in a wood, 
and considering the wretchedness of this life, and deploring that 
through the lamentable fall of our first parents we had been 
reduced to this pitiable state, I suddenly found myself upon a rough, 
untrodden, and .impracticable path, which was beset with briars. 
Then I was afraid, and strove to retrace my steps. But it was not 
in my power to do so ; for so violent a tempest blew upon me from 
behind that it was easier to take ten steps forward than to 
take one backward. So I had to hurry forwàrd, and follow the 
rugged path up and down hill After a while, I reached a beau- 
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tiful meadow, surrounded with heavy-laden fruit trees, which the 
: inhabitants of the place called the Meadow of Happiness. 
There I met a crowd of decrepit men with grey beards, one of 
whom, an elderly personage, had a long darkish beard, whom also 
I knew by name, but whose face I had never seen. These men 
were discusssing various subjects, c.g., the goodness and wisdom 
of God, all natural objects, and especially the great mystery 
which lies hid in Nature, which —they said—-God conceals from 
the whole world, and makes known only to a few who truly 
love Him. I listened to them for a long time (for I was 
pleased with their discourse) till I thought that some were 
talking rather wildly, not in regard to the substance and the 
method, but as concerns parables, similitudes, etc, which were 
the figments of Aristotle, Pliny, and others When I heard 
these things, I could no longer contain myself, and, like Saul 
among the prophets, I began to give my opinion, and to refute 
those futile assertions by arguments drawn from experience and 
reason. Some of them agreed with me, and began to test my 
knowledge with many questions. But I was so well grounded 
that I stood the test to the admiration of all They all mar- 
velled at the soundness of my knowledge, and affirmed with 
one voice that I should be received into their fellowship. 
These words filled me with great joy. But they said I could 
not be their Brother until I knew their Lion, and his internal 
and external properties. ^ They told me. I must summon up 
my whole strength to subdue him. I confidently replied that 
I would leave no stone unturned to attain this object. For 
their kindness affected me so, that I would not have left them 
for all the wealth of this world. Therefore they conducted me 
to the Lion, and were at great pains to declare to me his nature. 
But no one would tell me how I must treat him at first. Some 
of them did indeed mutter a few words on this point, but so con- 
fusedly and obscurely, that scarce one in a thousand would. have 

understood their meaning. However, they said that when I had 

bound him without being harmed by his sharp claws and 

terrible teeth, I should know all the rest. This Lion was old, 

fierce, great, and terrible to behold with his flowing yellow mane. 

Then Í repented of my temerity, and would gladly have re- 

treated if I had not been held to my purpose by my vow, and 
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the old men that surrounded me. So I carefully descended into 
the Lion's den, and strove to pacify him; but he glared upon 
me with red eyes, and affrighted me so that I could hardly stand 
upon my feet, and thought that my last hour had come. But 
calling to mind what one of the old men had said to me when I 
entered the den, namely, that many had undertaken to tame the 
Lion, but that only few had accomplished it, I summoned up 
courage, and tried several artifices, which I had learned by dili- 
gent training. Moreover, I had some knowledge of natural 
magic. I therefore relinquished my blandishments, and seized 
him so gently, skilfully, and subtly, that almost before he knew 
what I was about I had drawn all the blood from his body, and 
from his very heart and bowels. "This blood was red indeed, but 
choleric. Then I proceeded to dissect him, and made a most 
marvellous discovery :—his bones were as white as snow, and their 
quantity more considerable than that of the blood. When the 
old men who stood round the den, and had watched our struggle, 
saw this, they began to converse with great eagerness, as I could 
see from their gestures— for, being in the den, I could not hear 
their words. But anon their dispute began to run high, and I 
could distinguish these words: * He must bring him to life again 
if he wishes to be our brother." Therefore, without further delay, 
I stepped out of the den into a large open space, and then 
suddenly (I know not how) found myself upon a very high wall, 
which rose more than 100 yards into the air, but at the top was 
not more than a foot in width, and along the middle of it 
ran an iron battlement of great strength. Now as I passed 
along I thought I saw one walking before me on the right 
side of the battlement. When I had followed him a short 
distance I became aware of another person following me on 
the other side ; but, whether it was a man or a woman I 
cannot undertake to say. This person hailed me, and said 
that there was more convenient footing on his side than on 
mine. "This I was quite ready to believe; for the battlement, 
which was on the middle of the wail, made the path so narrow 
as to render progress extremely difficult at such a great height ; 
indeed, I noticed that some of those who followed me actually 
fell Therefore I got over the battlement on to the other side, 
and proceeded to the end of the wall, which presented a most 
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difficult and dangerous descent. Then I was sorry that I had 
deserted my own side, as I could neither advance nor retreat. 
But, remembering that fortune befriends the bold, I attempted 
the descent, and by using my hands and feet, I got down safely. 
Now when I had advanced a little further, I put away all thought 
of danger, and: forgot all about the wall and the battlement. 
"Then lighting upon a certain place, I found white and red roses, 
but the latter were more abundant ; so I gathered some of them 
and stuck them in my cap. In that place were some most beau- 
tiful women, and in the neighbouring garden a number of young 
men were to be seen. But a wall which surrounded the garden 
prevented the latter from joining the women. They were eager 
to do so, but were not allowed to go round the garden and find 
the gate. The sight moved me to pity, and therefore I hastily 
went back by the smooth path along which I had come, and 
soon reached some houses, among which I expected to find the 
gardener' cottage. But I found there many men, of whom each 
had his own cell (in. very few there were two living together). 
They were all busily at work, each labouring by himself Their 
work was of a kind long and familiarly known to me indeed, 
far too well known. So I said to myself: * Behold, here are 
many persons at work upon vain and foolish experiments, which 
have a certain specious plausibility (according to each man's 
idiosyncrasy), but no real foundation in Nature. Surely you, 
too, will obtain forgiveness." At least, I would not suffer myself 
to be detained with these barren futilities, but went on my way. 
When I reached the gate of the garden some looked askance at 
me, and I was afraid they would prevent me from carrying out 
my purpose. Others murmured, and said: "Look, this fellow 
presumes to approach the gate of the garden, and we who have 
spent so many years in these horticultural labours, have never 
gained admittance! How we will jeer at him if he meets with a 
repulse" But I paid no attention to their talk (for I knew the 

interior of that garden better than they, although I had never 

been in it), and approached the gate, which was double-locked, 
and in which there appeared to be no keyhole, but soon I per- 

ceived a keyhole which would have escaped any common observer. 

So I inserted my master key (called by some " the adulteress "), 

which I had diligently fashioned for the purpose, pushed back 
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the bolt, and entered. After passing this gate, I came upon 
other bolted gates, which, however, I opened without any diffi- 
culty. So I entered the garden, and found in the middle of it a 
small square garden, which was surrounded with a rose hedge 
covered with beautiful roses, and as a little rain was falling, and 
the rays of the sun shone upon it, I beheld a rainbow. But I 
was hastening past the small garden, to that place where I 
thought I could aid the young women, when, behold, there 
came forward the most beautiful of all the maidens, arrayed in 
silk and satin, with the most beautiful of the youths, dressed in a 
scarlet robe. They walked arm in arm to the rose garden, and 
carried many fragrant roses in their hands. I greeted them, and 
and asked how she had got over. * This my beloved bride- 
groom," she said, "helped me, and now we are leaving this 
pleasant garden, and hastening to our chamber to satisfy our 
love" "Iam glad," I returned, * that without any trouble on my 
part your desires have been fulfilled. ^ But you see how much 
trouble I have taken on your behalf, having traversed so 
great a distance in so short a time" Then I came to a 
water-mill, built within of stones, where there were no flour 
bins or other millers requisites; yet I saw wheels driven 
round by the water. I asked the decrepit miller the reason, 
and he told me the grinding took place somewhere out of 
view. At the same moment I saw a miller enter that place 
by a small bridge, and immediately followed him. ^ When I 
had passed the bridge, which was on the right side of the 
wheels, [ paused and beheld a wonderful sight. In a moment 
the wheels were above the bridge; I saw very black water, 
with white drops; the bridge was only about three inches 
wide; but by clinging to the rails I got safely back, without 
being wetted at all, and asked the old man how many wheels 
he had. He answered, *Ten" I was troubled by the mar- 
vellous incident, and would gladly have known its meaning, 
but felt that it was labour lost to ask the old man any questions, 
and so departed. Before the mill was a raised platform on 
which some of the aforesaid old men were walking to and fro in the warm sunshine, discussing a letter which they had received 
from the Faculty of the University. I guessed the tenor of the letter, and, feeling sure that it concerned me, I addressed to them 
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a question to that effect. "It Zoes concern you," they said, * the 
wife whom you married a long time ago, you must keep for ever, 
or else we must tell our chief" * You need not trouble your- 
selves about this matter," I said, *for we were born together, and 
brought up together as children, and now that I have married 
her, I will never forsake her, but cherish her till her last breath ; 
nay, even death itself shall not sever us" It is well" they 
said, *your wife is satisfied, too; you must be joined together." 
* | am content," I said. "It is well," they repeated. * For thus 
the Lion will be restored to life, and be more powerful and more 
active than he was before" Then I remembered my labours, 
and knew by certain signs that this matter concerned not myself, 
but a very good friend of mine. As these thoughts crossed my 
mind, I saw our bridegroom and his beloved bride—both clothed 
in the aforesaid garments—come forward, eager to be joined 
together. "This sight gladdened me ; for I had been afraid that 
the whole matter concerned me. Now when the bridegroom, in 
his bright scarlet robe, with his bride, whose silk dress gave out 
shining rays, reached. the old men, they were straightway joined 
together. And I marvelled that the maiden, who was said to be 
the mother of her bridegroom, was of so youthful an appearance, 
that she might have seemed his daughter But I know not 
what sin they had committed, except that brother and sister 
had been drawn to each other by such passionate love that 
they could no more be separated; and, being charged with 
incest, they were shut up for ever in a close prison, which, 
however, was as pellucid and transparent as glass, and 
arched like the heavenly vault,so that all that they did could 
be seen from without. Here they were to do penance for 
their sins with ever-flowing tears, and true sorrow. All their 
clothes and outward ornaments were taken away. None of 
their servants and friends were allowed to be with them, but 
after they had received sufficient meat and drink (the latter 
taken from the aforesaid water), the door was shut and locked, 

and the seal of the Faculty was affixed to it. I was entrusted 

with the charge of heating their chamber in the winter, so that 
they might be neither too hot nor too cold, and I was further 

to see that they did not escape. If any accident of any kind 

happened, I was to be severely punished. I did not like this 
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charge; and, as I remembered that the matter was most im- 
portant, and that the College of Sages were not wont to say 
what they did not mean, I was filled with fear. But since I 
had to bear that which I could not alter, and since the 
chamber was situated in a strong tower, and surrounded with 
battlements and lofty walls, and, moreover, could be easily 
heated with a gentle and continuous fire, I called upon God for 
help, and began to heat the chamber. But what happened? 
As soon as they felt the grateful warmth, they fell to embracing 
each other so passionately that the husband's heart was melted 
with the excessive ardour of love, and he fell down broken in 
many pieces. When she who loved him no less than he loved her, 
saw this, she wept for him, and, as it were, covered him with 
overflowing tears, until he was quite flooded and concealed from 
view. But those complaints and tears did not last long, for 
being weary with exceeding sorrow, she at length destroyed 
herself. Alas! what fear and anguish fell upon me, when I 
saw those who had been so straitly committed to my charge, 
lying, as it were, melted and dead before me. I felt sure that 
I should be put to death for it; but the jeers, the derision, and 
the contempt which I would have to undergo seemed more 
grievous even than death. In this anxious state of mind I spent 
several days, until the thought occurred to me that, if Medea had 
restored a dead body to life, I might perhaps be able to do the 
same. But I could think of no better plan than to keep up the 
warmth of the chamber until the water should have evaporated, 
and the dead bodies of the lovers could again be seen. 
doubted not that then I should most honourably escape from all 
danger. So I kept up the fire forty days, the water diminishing 
from day to day, and the dead bodies beginning to reappear. 
Now, however, they looked as black as coals. "This effect would 
have been produced sooner if the chamber had not been so 
closely shut and sealed so that I could in no wise open it. For 
I noticed that the water rose to the roof of the chamber, and 
then came down again like rain ; but it could find no exit from 
the chamber, until the dead bodies had putrefied and began to 
give out a grievous smell In the meantime the rays of the sun, 
shining upon the moisture of the chamber, produced a most beautiful rainbow ; and, after all my sorrow, the sight of its gay 
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colours filled me with great delight; and I was particularly 
pleased to see my lovers lying before me. But as there is no 
joy without a drop of bitterness, so I was still disturbed by the 
thought that those who had been committed to my care were 
still lying lifeless. Nevertheless, I comforted myself with the 
reflection that the chamber (being so tightly closed) must still 
contain their souls and spirits. "Therefore I continued diligently 
to perform my office of warming them, being assured that they 
would not return to their bodies while they could enjoy that 
moist atmosphere. "This conjecture was justifed by the event. 
For towards evening I noticed that many vapours rose from the 
earth through the heat of the sun, and were lifted up as water is 
attracted by the sun ; afterwards when night fell, they watered 
the earth as fertilising dew, and washed our bodies, which became 
more beautiful and white the oftener this sprinkling took place. 
And the whiter they became, the more the quantity of moisture 
in the air diminished, until at last the atmosphere was too thin 
for the spirit and soul to remain therein any longer; so they 
were at length compelled to return to the clarified body of the 
Queen, which (to my great joy) was straightway restored to life. 
My joy was all the greater, because now she was arrayed in a 
beautiful and magnificent garment such as is rarely seen by 
mortal eye, and had a glorious crown, all made of diamonds, 
upon her head. Thus attired, she stood upon her feet and 
cried: * Know this, ye mortals, and let it enter your hearts, 
that the most High God is one God, who has power to set up 
and pull down kings. He makes rich and poor as He wills. 
He has killed, and raised again. I was great, and was brought 
low; but now, having been humbled, I have been made Queen 
of many more kingdoms. After death life has been restored to 
me. When I was poor, the treasures of the wise and mighty were 
committed to me. Therefore I, too, can make the poor rich, 
give grace to the humble, and restore the health of the sick. 

But I am not yet able to raise my beloved brother, the most 

mighty King, from the dead. Nevertheless, when he comes, he 

will show that my words are true," When she had thus spoken 
the sun lighted up the world with his glorious rays, and the heat 

waxed great (for the dog days were approaching) Long before 

this, garments of rich black silk, of grey or ash-coloured damask, 
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of rare white silk, embroidered with silver, precious pearls, and 
brilliant diamonds, had been got ready towards the marriage of 
our Queen ; and now garments of many colours, of flesh colour, 
orange, and saffron, and of red and scarlet silk, richly em- 
broidered with rubies and carbuncles, were being prepared for 
the adornment of our new King. But there was no one to be 
seen working at those garments ; yet one after another was got 
ready, insomuch that I greatly marvelled, because I knew that 
none but the bride and the bridegroom had entered the chamber. 
My wonder increased when I observed that as each dress was 
finished, those that had been there before straightway vanished, 
though I could see no one put them away. Now when that 
most precious scarlet garment had been finished, the great and 
mighty King appeared in great splendour and indescribable 
magnificence, and when he saw that he was shut in, he besought 
me, in the most persuasive accents, to open the door, as it would 
be to my advantage to let him out of the chamber. Now, 
though I had been most strictly enjoined not to open the 
chamber, I was filled with awe by the majesty and persuasive 
speech of the King, and acceded to his request. When he left 
the chamber, he bore himself so kindly, so gently, and so humbly, 
that I could not help reflecting that these virtues are the most 
glorious ornaments of the great. As he had passed the dog 
days in great heat he was extremely thirsty, spent, and weary ; 
wherefore he humbly requested me to bring him some water 
from the river where it raged and foamed under the wheels. 
I gladly acceded to his request, and, after slaking his thirst with 
a deep draught, he returned to the chamber, requesting me to 
shut the door carefully so that no one might disturb him or 
rouse him from his sleep. So he slept a few days, and then 
called me back to open the door again. He looked much more 
beautiful, ruddier, and more royal, and said that this water was 
very precious and full of virtue. — When at his request I had 
fetched him some more, he took a deeper draught than before, 
insomuch that the size of the chamber seemed to become en- 
larged. After drinking of this water (which is lightly esteemed 
by the ignorant) as much as he desired, he became so beautiful 
and glorious that in all my life I do not remember to have seen 
a more glorious man, or more glorious deeds. For he took me 

D 
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into his kingdom and showed me all the treasures and riches of 
the whole world, till I was obliged to confess, that so far from 
exaggerating his power, the Queen had not told me the half of it. 
Of gold and precious carbuncles there was no end. "There was 
also to be found renewal and restoration of youth, and of the 
natural faculties, and recovery of lost health, with a never failing 
panacea for all diseases. What pleased me most of all, was that 
the people of that kingdom knew, feared, and honoured their 
Creator, and asked and obtained of him wisdom, understanding, 
and, after this life, eternal glory and beatitude. May this latter 
be given to us also by God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, the Blessed Trinity, to Whom belong praise, 
glory, and honour, world without end, Amen. 

——— 

^ul tisl ^. dilepmm ied niae bsedlumn cni 
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DIRUSSDUASCU. 

To the Worthy and Christian Reader. 

ELOVED and pious reader, above all, ye who are Sons 
of Wisdom and the Doctrine, some years ago Almighty 
God, in answer to my daily prayers, opened my eyes by 
the light of His Holy Spirit (Who was sent us through 

Christ by the Father, and from Whom we receive all wisdom), and 
enabled me to discover the True Centre in the Centre ofthe 
Triangle and the one true Matter of the precious Philosopher's 
Stone, so that I now hold it in my hands; but it took me five 
years longer to discover how the blood of the Red Lion and the 
glue of the White Eagle were to be extracted, and how these 
were to be mixed in their natural proportions, enclosed, sealed, 
and committed to the secret fire. — Nor did I even then find the 
arcanum without constant and untiring application. — I have, 
indeed, studied the writings, parables, and various figures of the 
philosophers with singular industry, and laboured hard to solve 
their manifold wonderful enigmas, most of which are simply the 
vain products of their imaginations. It was long before 
experience taught me that all their obscure verbiage and high 
pretensions are mere folly and empty phantasms (as is amply 
testified by our leading Sages) "Then I understood that their 
preparations (of which we read in Geber, Albertus Magnus, and 
others), their purgations, sublimations, cementations, distillations, 
rectifications, circulations, putrefactions, conjunctions, solutions, 
coagulations, calcinations, incinerations, mortifications, revivifica- 
tions, &c., as also their tripods, athanors (furnaces), reverberatory 
alembics, excrements of horses, ashes, sand, stills, pelican-violas, 
retorts, fixatories, &c., are mere plausible impostures and frauds. 
This must be apparent to any one who considers the truth ofthe 
matter. Nature, who, in her noble simplicity, delights in her own 
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proper substance, knows nothing of these futilities. — Hence 
"Theophrastus (Sec. Mag. de Phil. Lap.) rightly says of those who 
seek the substance of the Stone in wine, imperfect bodies, blood, 
bismuth, mercury, sulphur, wine, dung, orpiment, and in plants, 
as chelidonia, hyssop, ivy, &c., that they are full of lies and 
thievery—deceiving the credulous, milking their purses dry, and, 
as to the rest, following their own foolish fancies, that are quite 
unable to realise the requirements of Nature. (Tell menow who 
will help me with the minerals of the earth, distillations of water, 
&c.?) Some of them take new wine and urine for the purpose of 
changing them into metals. To hear them talk, you might sup- 
pose all that is sold at the apothecaries to be good for metals. 
Thou foolish man, dost thou not perceive that none of these 
things have anything to do with them ? 

You might as well try to sever Nature, as endeavour to make 
metals out of blood. Make a man out of a horse, or a milch cow 
out of a mouse : this would be according to the same method of 
multiplication. Art cannot change or overstep the natural order 
of the universe. Ifa woman bring forth a male child, you can- 
not change him into alittle girl. From this rule, which evidently 
obtains throughout Nature, any sane person may gather where, 
and how, we must look for, and find, our Blessed Matter. 
But let no one imagine, or suffer any quack to delude him into 
the belief, that he has all that he requires when the substance 
has been made known to him either by God, or by one of the 
initiated. Let him not suppose that the solution and purification 
are a very simple matter. He could fall into no more serious 
mistake. He has scarcely got beyond the most elementary stage 
of his task. Let me once more tell him that I spent five entire 
years, after discovering the true Matter of the Stone, in the 

search after the right method of manipulating it, until at length, 

in the sixth year, the key of power was entrusted to me by the 
secret revelation of the most High God. "That same key the 
ancient Patriarchs, Prophets, and Sages have always kept secret. 

* For i£" says Monarcha, in a certain passage, "they had 

described it in an universally intelligible manner, and placed it 

within the reach of every labourer and porter, it would have been 

a great theft, and no true mystery ; moreover, many evils would 

arise from such a profanation of the arcanum, which would also 
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be manifestly contrary to God's will." For these and other reasons 
(which I have stated in the Epilogue), lest I should seem to be 
hiding the talent committed to me by God, I have in this my 
* Golden Age Come Back " (as far as Nature and God allow) 
revealed the Great Mystery of the Sages, which, through the grace 
of God, I have seen with these eyes, and handled with these 
hands. "The just and pious reader will regard my undertaking 
with a kindly eye, and not suffer seeming contradictions to mis- 
lead him: the theory of and practice of this Art, and the laws 
which obtain in the Republic of the Chemists, forbade me to 
write more openly or plainly. Ihope and trust that, neverthe- 
less, all who look upon this book with the eyes of the mind, pore 
over it by day and by night, and pray to God from the bottom 
of their hearts, will, together with me, enjoy the wonderful 
hidden fruits of philosophy. In this way the Brethren of the 
true Golden Cross, and the elect members of the philosophic 
communion, are and remain joined together in a great confeder- 
ation. 

In conclusion, that the learned and worthy Christian reader 
may know my Christian name and my surname, I will remove 
every cause of complaint by making it known in the following 
manner. Let all and sundry be certified that the number of my 
name is I6I3: by this number my whole name is written in the 
book of Nature with two dead ones, and seven living ones. After 
that, the letter 5 is the fifth part of B, and 15 the fifth part of 12. 
With this information you must be satisfied. Written at 
Taunenberg, March 23rd, 1622. 

Epigram to the Sons of Wisdom and the Doctrine. 

I have sought ; I have found ; I have often purified ; and 
I have joined together; I have matured it: Then the golden 
tincture has followed, which is called the Centre of Nature 
(heuce so many opinions, so many books, so many parables). 
It is the Remedy, I openly declare it, for all metals, and for all 
sick persons. "The solution is of God. 

HERMAN DATICHIUS, 
The Author's Famulus. 
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S I pondered in my mind the marvels of the Most 
3 High, and the duty of fervent love to our neigh- 

bours, which He laid upon us; I remembered the 
. wheat harvest, when Reuben, the son of Leah, found 

Dudaim in the field, which Leah gave to Rachel for the 
love of the Patriarch Jacob. "Then I was carried forward, 
being plunged in profound thought, to the time of Moses, 
who rendered potable the golden calf (which Aaron had 
formed) by reducing it to powder in the fire, throwing it into 
the water, and giving it the children of Israel to drink ; and I 
marvelled greatly at the wonderful and masterly destruction of 
the metal by the man of God. But when I reflected upon 
the matter, the truth was borne in upon my mind, and my eyes 
were opened like those of the disciples at Emmaus, who knew 
their Master in the breaking of bread ; and my heart burned 
within me. Then I retired to rest, that I might consider the 
matter further (on the morrow), and fell into a deep slumber ; 
when, behold, Solomon appeared to me in all his power, 
wealth, and glory, and with him came his whole harem: sixty 
were queens, eight hundred concubines, and of virgins 
there was a countless number. One of them was his most 
beautiful dove, and was dearest to his heart. They formed a 
procession according to the Catholic rite, in the centre of which 
was one greatly praised and beloved, whose name was like oint- 
ment poured out, and whose fragrance was sweeter than that of 
spices ; the fiery spirit of this person was the Key for the 
opening of the Temple, for entering the Holy of Holies, and 
taking hold on the horns of the Altar. 

When the procession had been performed in the manner 
aforesaid, Solomon shewed me the One Centre in the Triangle 
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of the Centre, and opened my understanding. "Then I observed 
that a woman stood behind me, who had bared her breast, from 
a deep wound in which blood and water gushed forth. Her 
thighs were like two half-moons, made by the Master; her navel 
was like a round goblet; her belly like a heap of wheat, set 
about with roses; her breasts like two young roes that are 
twins ; her neck like a tower of ivory ; her eyes like the fish- 
pools in Heshbon, by the Gate of Bathrabbim ; her nose like 
the Tower of Lebanon, which looketh towards Damascus ; 
her head like Carmel, and the hair of her head like royal 
purple. Her garments, which were rancid, ill-savoured, and full 
of venom, lay at her feet, whither she had cast them ; and at 
length she broke forth into these words: *I have put off my 
coat; how shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; how 
shall I dele them ? — The watchmen that went about the 
city found me, they smote me, they wounded me; they 
took away my veil from me." "Thereupon I fell to the ground 
with great and ignorant terror. But Solomon bade me rise, 
and said : * Fear not ; for you see Nature bared, and the most 
secret of all secrets that is found beneath the sky and earth : 
She is beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an 
army with banners—and nevertheless the pure and chaste virgin 
of whom Adam was formed and created. The entrance of 
her tabernacle is sealed. She lives in gardens, sleeps in the 
double cave of Abraham, in the field of Hebron, and her 
palace is in the depths of the Red Sea, and in transparent 
caverns. "The air bare her, the fire nourished her: therefore 
she is the Queen of the earth, and has honey and 
milk in her breasts; her lips are as a dropping honey- 
comb ; honey and milk are under her tongue ; and the smell of 
her garments is to the wise like the smell of Lebanon—but to 
the ignorant an abomination. ^ And Solomon said further : 
* Awake, and see my whole harem, and say what it is like." 
And straightway his whole harem was stripped naked. Yet 
could I not find or judge, and my eyes were sealed lest I should 
know the secret When Solomon saw my infirmity, he set 
that naked woman apart from the rest of the harem, and said : 
*'Thy thoughts are vain, and thy mind is sunburnt ; thy memory 

is shrouded in a thick mist, so that thou canst judge nothing 
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rightly. But if thou art on the watch, and makest good use 
of thy present opportunity, the bloody sweat and snowy tears 
of this virgin will have power to restore thee, and to strengthen 
and clarify thy intellect and memory that thy eyes may see 
the secret wonders of the Most High, the height of the things 
above, the depth of the things beneath, and that thou mayst 
clearly understand the powers and operation of all Nature, and 
of the elements. "Thy intellect shall be silver, and thy memory 
golden. The colour of all precious stones shall appear before 
thy eyes; thou shalt know their birth, and separate the good 
from the bad, the sheep from the goats. "Thy life shall be peace, 
butthe bells of Aaron shall rouse thee from sleep, and the lyre 
of David, my father, from drowsiness" These words of 
Solomon awed and terrified me still more; in partl was 
adread at such emphatic speech, and in part also at the 
splendour and glory ofthe King's harem. But King Solomon 
seized my right hand, and led me through a wine cellar into a 
most splendid secret palace, where he refreshed me with flowers 
and apples. The windows were of transparent crystal, and I 
gazed through them.  Andhesaid: * What do you see?" I said : 
*[ see the former chamber whence we came, and on the left 
stands thy royal harem, and on the right naked virgins. Their 
eyes are redder than wine, and their teeth whiter than milk. 
But the garments that lie at their feet are fouler, blacker, and 
more unsightly than the river Kidron." .* Choose out one of 
these," said Solomon, *to be your love. I esteem the virgins 
even as my own harem. And the more their loveliness delights 
me, the less am I deterred by their foul garments" With this, 
the King turned himself and spoke most kindly to one of his 
queens. There was in the chamber a mistress of about a 
hundred years of age. She was arrayed in a grey robe, and 
had a black fillet on her head, that was embroidered with many 
brilliant jewels, and lined within with red, yellow, and blue silk ; 
her mantle was heavily ornamented with all kinds of Turkish 
and Indian colours and figures. This ancient woman nodded to me, 
and swore piously that she was the mother of that naked virgin, 
and that she was a pure, chaste, and sealed virgin, who had 
never before suffered the eye of man to dwell upon her, nor had 
any one ever touched her. She was the virgin of whom the 
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Prophet had spoken: *Behold, we have a secret son, who 
with others has been changed.  Behold,a virgin has conceived, 
the virgin that is called Apdorossa, that is, the sealed one, who 
suffers not others." Because her daughter was still unmarried, 
she had concealed her dowry beneath her feet, lest in the present 
war she should be deprived of her wealth by soldiers. But 
I was not to be deterred by her foul garments, but to 
choose her daughter from among all the rest for my beloved 
one, and the pleasure of my life. IfIdid so she would give mea 
lye with which I could cleanse her garments. Moreover, with her 
hand I should receive the flowing salt, the incombustible oil, and 
an inestimable treasure. ^ She was about to declare this to 
me more in detail, when Solomon turned round, looked askance at 
me, and said : * I am the wisest of men, and my pleasant harem 
and the glory and the beauty of my queens excel the gold of 
Ophir. The ornaments of my concubines shame the rays of the 
sun, and the beauty of my virgins the light of the moon. My 
virgins are heavenly, my wisdom inscrutable, my mind past 
finding out." 

Then I answered, while I bowed down to the ground with 
awe: * Behold, if I have found grace in your eyes—for I am 
lowly—give me that naked virgein whom I have chosen from 
among all, to preserve my life. Her garments are old, defiled, 
and foul, but I will purge them, and love her with all my heart. 
Let her be my sister, my spouse, since one glance of her eyes 
has stolen away my heart, and I am sick with love for her." 
On hearing this Solomon straightway gave her to me. With 
that there arose a tumult in the harem, which roused me from my 
sleep, Now I knew not what had happened to me; but I 
took it for some dream, and thereupon until the light dawned I 
was full of subtle thoughts. But when I had risen, and poured 
forth my prayers, behold, I saw the garments of the naked virgin 
lying by my bedside, and when I saw not her, my hair stood on 
end, and I was covered with a cold perspiration. But I took 
heart and recalled my dream, and endeavoured to remember 
whether it had been real or not. But seeing that my pondering 
could explain nothing, I would by no means look again upon the 
garments, much less did I dare to touch them. So I changed 
my chamber, and, out of sheer ignorance, left those garments 
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lying there a long time. For I feared that if I touched them or 
turned them over, something remarkable would happen to me. 
Now the poisonous odour of the garments which I had inhaled 
in my sleep was so sickening that my eyes could not see the 
time of grace, or my heart understand the great wisdom of 
Solomon. 

After the garments had lain five years in the chamber, I at 
length determined to throw them into the fire, and change my 
dwelling. In the night after I had formed this resolution, that 
ancient woman appeared to me in a dream,and rebuked with 
the following angry words: '" Most ungrateful of mortals, the 
garments of my daughter, beneath which lie concealed those 
priceless jewels, have now been committed to thee for more than 
five years. Yet in all that time thou hast not cleansed or puri- 
fied them, and now thou thinkest to burn them ; is it not enough 
that thou art the cause of my daughters death?" Then I 
answered, wrathfullyi: * How am I to understand thy words? 
Wouldst thou make me out to be a robber, though during those 
five years I have never seen thy daughter, or heard a syllable 
about her? How can I possibly be the cause of her death?" 
Here she took me up: * All this is true. Nevertheless thou 
hast sinned grievously against God, and on that account hast 
not received from me my daughter, or the lye of the Sages 
wherewith to cleanse her garments. For since thou wert from 
the very first horrified at the sight of my daughter's garments, 
the planet Saturn, her grandfather, was wroth, and changed 
her into what she was before her birth ^ Moreover, thou 
hast offended him by despising her, and being the cause of 
her death, corruption, and final destruction. She it is of whom 
Senior thus speaks: *Woe, woe unto me! Bring me a naked 
woman, while my body was yet invisible, and I had not 
yet become a mother, till I should be born a second time; 
then I brought forth all the strength of the vegetable 
roots, and carried off the victory in my essence'" These 
words sounded strange and mysterious to me, yet I 
manfully repressed my wrath, and solemnly protested that I 
knew nothing of her daughter's decease, and certainly had not 
been the cause of her death, corruption, and destruction ; thatI 
had kept her garments five years in my chamber, but had been 
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prevented by my great blindness from understanding their use ; 
and that I felt innocent before God and men. | My excuse satis- 
fied the ancient woman ; she looked kindly at me, and said : *I 
see that thy conscience is pure from guilt, and for thy innocence 
thou shalt receive a great reward. Therefore, I will reveal to thce 
this matter faithfully, but secretly. My daughter, for the great 
love she bare thee, has left thee under her garments a grey box 
wrapped in a thick, black, mouldy cloth." With this she gave me a 
glass bottle full of lye, and continued : * Purge that box well of 
the dirt and bad smell with which the garments have infected it, 
and then thou shalt want no key, but the box will open of its 
own accord, and in it thou shalt find two things, viz, a white 
silver casket full of polished diamonds, and a rich robe inter- 
tissued with precious solar jasper stones. ^ All these treasures 
belonged to my dear daughter, and she left them all to thee before 
she was transtormed and perished. If thou wilt skilfully trans- 
pose this treasure, carefully purify it, and silently and patiently 
place it in some warm, moist, vaporous, and transparent chamber, 
and guard it there from cold, wind, hail, swift lightning, and all 
outward injury, till the. season of the wheat harvest, thou shalt 
perceive and behold the great glory and beauty of thine heritage." 

When she had thus spoken, I awoke, and devoutly prayed 
that God might grant me wisdom to find the box which had been 
described to me in my dream. Then I instituted a careful search 
among the garments, and was soon rewarded with success ; but 
the cloth in which the box was wrapped was so hard and so firmly 
glued to it that I could not tear it off ; moreover, I could not 
cleanse it with lye, or cut it with iron, steel, or any other 
metal So I did not know what in all the world I should do, and 
began to think that it was a poisoned cloth, and to call to mind 
the saying of the Prophet: * Though thou wash thee with nitre 
and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, 
saith the Lord God." 

So another year passed away, and stillall my patient toil and 
thought had met with no success. Atlast, to drive away melan- 
choly, I took a walk in a certain garden ; and, after some time, I 

sat down upon a stone and fell into a deep sleep. I slept, but my 

heart waked. Then the ancient woman appeared to me once 

more, and said: * Have you entered upon the heritage of my 
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daughter?" I sorrowfully replied, *I did indeed find the box, 
but I cannot remove the cloth, nor will the lye that thou gavest 
me avail to soften it" ^ Then she laughed at my simplicity, and 
said: '* Dost thou try to eat oysters or crabs in their shells? 
Must they not first be prepared by the ancient cook of the planets? 
I told thee to purify the grey box with the lye I gave thee, but 
not the cloth which is wrapped round it. The latter thou 
shouldest first have burned with thefire of the Sages." For this 
purpose she gave me some glowing coals, wrapped in a silk cloth, 
from which I was to obtain the subtle fire of the Sages, and told 
me that if with this fire ! burned away the cloth I should get at 
the box. When she had ended, straightway there arose a north 
and south wind, and blew through the garden. "Then I awoke 
again, shook off sleep, and beheld the glowing coals lying at my 
feet. I took them up with a grateful heart, and began to work 
day and night, remembering the saying of the Sages : * Fire and 
Azoth are sufficient for thee " ; and the passage in Esdras (Bk. iv.) : 
* And he gave me a goblet filled with fire, and when I had drunk 
it wisdom grew in me ; and God granted me understanding, and 
my spirit was preserved, and my mouth opened, but nothing else 
was added." After forty nights I had finished 204 books, of 
which seventy were worthy to be read by the most wise, and 
were written upon box tablets. I thus continued in silence and 
hope, as that ancient woman had bidden me do, until at last, 
after a long time, my understanding, in fulfilment of Solomon's 
prophecy, became silver, and my memory gold. 

When, in obedience to the directions of the ancient lady, 
I had skilfully placed the treasure of her daughter in a chamber 
by itself, and closed it up, I gazed upon those brilliant lunar 
diamonds, and solar rubies, and understood the meaning of 
Solomon when he says: * My Beloved is white and ruddy, the 
chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as the most fine gold, 
his locks are bushy, and black as a raven ; his eyes are as the 
eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly 
set; his cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers ; his lips 
like roses dropping fragrant myrrh ; his hands are as gold rings 
set with the beryl; his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with 
sapphires; his legs are as pillars of marble set upon sockets of 
fine gold ; his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the 
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cedars ; his mouth is most sweet; yea, he is altogether lovely. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O ye daughters of 
Jerusalem. Hold him, and suffer him not to go, till I have 
brought him into my mothers house, into my mother's 
chamber." 

'To these words of Solomon I could find no answer, and had 
already determined to take the treasure out of the chamber that 
I might at length enjoy quietness and peace, when I happened 
upon this other passage: *I charge you, O ye daughters of 
Jerusalem, by the roes and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir 
not up nor awake my love till he please. She is a garden 
enclosed ; a spring shut up; a fountain sealed ; a vineyard at 
Baal-hamon ; a vineyard at Engedi ; an orchard ; a spice garden ; 
a hill of myrrh; a mountain of incense; a bed; a crown; a 
palm tree ; a rose of Sharon ; a sapphire ; a beryl stone ; a wall ; 
a tower, and battlement ; a garden of herbs; a fountain in a 
garden; a spring of living waters; a daughter of princes, and 
the pleasant love of Solomon ; she dearly loves her mother, and 
is her mother's chosen one; her head is full of dew, and her 
locks wet with the drops of night." 

'These words enlightened me, and shewed unto me the aim of 
the wise: wherefore I patiently left the treasure in the chamber, 
and waited till through God's mercy all should have been happily 
perfected by the operation of Nature, and the labour of my 
hands. 

Shortly afterwards, on the day of the new moon, an eclipse 
of the sun was seen, which was terrible to behold, for it began 
with a misty greenness, somewhat shot over with other colours, 
but it was followed by entire blackness; all heaven and earth 
were shrouded in thick darkness, and men were full of fear, but 
I rejoiced. For I remembered God's great mercy, and the 
Mystery of Regeneration, as Christ Himself told us that 
unless a grain of wheat was cast into the earth, and de- 
composed, it could bring forth no fruit | Now it happened 
that the eclipse was covered by clouds, and the sun began to 
shine, but as yet three-fourths of it were darkened. And, 
behold, an arm held out from the clouds a letter sealed at the 

four corners, on which was written : * I am black, but comely, O 

daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the 
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curtains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am black, 

and burnt by the sun." Then there was seen a rainbow, and I 

remembered the Covenant of the Most High, and the faithful- 
ness of my Teacher, and, behold, by the help of the planets and 
the fixed stars, the sun at last overcame the eclipse, and shone 
out once more in perfect brightness upon the mountains and 
valleys. Then allfear and terror were at an end, and all that 
had seen that day rejoiced in the Lord, and said: * Lo, the 
winter is past, the rain is overand gone; the flowers appear 
on the earth ; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grapes give 
a good smell Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the 
vines, that we may gather the ripe grapes and drink wine, and 
be satisfied in due season with milk and the honeycomb." At 
the approach of evening the sky changed its aspect, and the 
Seven Stars rose with a lurid light, till, having completed their 
natural course, they paled and vanished before the Redness of 
the Sun. And, behold, the wise that dwelt upon earth awoke 
from their sleep, and gazed up to heaven, and said : ** Who is it 
that bursts forth like the Dawn, beautiful like the Moon, mighty 
like the Sun, in whom there appears no spot? his fervour is 
kindled, and the flame ofthe Lord: Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it. "Therefore, we will not 
forsake her ; she is our sister, though she be small, and have no 
breasts. We will take her back to the house of her mother, into 
the transparent palace where she was before, that by sucking the 
breasts of her mother, she may become great like the tower of 
David, strengthened with battlements, on which hang a thousand 
shields and all the weapons of the strong. When she went 
forth the daughters called her blessed, the Queen and the 
concubines praised her." But I knelt down, and returned thanks 
to God, and glorified His Holy Name. 

EPILOGUE. 

And now, my beloved Sons of Wisdom and the Doctrine, 
herein is the great Mystery of the Sages, in all the power and 
glory thereof, and the Revelation of the Spirit, concerning 

E 
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Whom the prince and monarch Theophrastus has these words, in 
his Apocalypse of Hermes : * He is the only God, and holds the 
whole world together; through Him alone can we be true, and 
truly vanquish the Elements, and obtain the Quintessence. No 
eye has seen, no ear has heard, neither has it entered into the 
heart of any man to conceive that which is in the mind of this 
Spirit of Truth. In Him alone is truth, and through Him alone 
Adam and the other patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were 
enabled to secure constant health, and a long life, and to provide 
for themselves great wealth. Through this Spirit the Seven Sages 
invented the Arts, and gained riches. ^ With His aid Noah 
built the Ark, Solomon the Temple, and Moses the Tabernacle ; 
through Him vessels of pure gold were borne into the Temple; 
through Him Solomon gained his excellent knowledge, and per- 
formed mighty deeds. He enabled Ezra to restore the Law ; 
Miriam, sister of Moses, to exercise liberality ; and the Prophets 
of the Old Covenant to predict the future. He is the Sanctifica- 
tion and Healing of all things, the highest knowledge, the 
ultimate Mystery of Nature, that is to say, the Spirit of the 
Lord, Who fills the whole universe, and Who brooded over the 
waters in the beginning—without Whose secret teaching 
the world cannot be understood, and Whom the whole 
world desires on account of His power, while the Saints 
have sought and longed ardently to see Him from the 
beginning of the world. For He dwells in the seven 
Planets, raises the clouds, dispels the mist, gives light to all 
things, changes everything into gold and silver, imparts all 
health, abundance, and treasure, heals the leper, cures dropsy 
and gout, prolongs life, comforts the sorrowful, restores health to 
the sick, removes all defects, and, in short, is the Mystery of all 
mysteries, the Arcanum of all arcana, the true healing and 
Medicine of all things. He gives the desired knowledge, and is 
the best of all sublunar things, by which Nature is strengthened, 
and the heart with all the members renewed, the flower of youth 

kept fresh, old age driven away, diseases destroyed, and the 

whole earth renewed. His Nature is unsearchable, His power 
infinite, His excellence and glory unapproachable. 

* Moreover, this Spirit presides over all heavenly things, 

gives health, fortune, joy, peace, love, destroys every evil after 
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its kind, puts an. end to poverty and misery, renders men 
incapable of doing, saying, or thinking any evil, and gives to the 
godly temporal felicity, but to the wicked who abuse it, eternal 
punishment." 

And thus, in the Name of the Holy Trinity, we will, in 
these few words, conclude our exposition of the Great Mystery of 
the Most Precious Philosophical Stone, and of the Arcanum of 
the Sages. To the Most High and Almighty God, the Creator 
of this Art, Whom it hath pleased to reveal to me, wretched, sin- 
ful man (in answer to my prayer), this most precious knowledge, 
be eternal praise, glory, honour, and thanksgiving ; and to Him 
be addressed a most humble and fervent prayer that He may so 
direct my heart and mind, that I may not speak of this Mystery, 
or make it known to the wicked, lest I be found unmindful of my 
Vow, a Breaker of the Heavenly Seal, a perjured Brother of the 
Golden Cross, and guilty of the Sin against the Holy Ghost. 
From this may God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, the Blessed and Indivisible Trinity, in mercy 
PRESERVE ME. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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A BRIEF EXPOSITION 

OF THE 

WONDERFUL WATER STONE OF THE WISE, 

COMMONLY CALLED 

TDERE) PLHTIPEOSOPHEBERS STONB: 

ROM the beginning of the world, there have always 
been God-enlighted men and experienced philosophers 
and wise Gentiles who diligently studied the nature 
and properties of the lower Creation. They laboriously 

endeavoured and fervently longed to discover whether Nature 
contained anything that would preserve our earthly body from 
decay and death, and maintain it in perpetual health and vigour. 
For by the light of Nature, and Divine revelation, they intuitively 
perceived that the Almighty, in His love to men, must have con- 
cealed in the world some wonderful arcanum by which every 
imperfect, diseased, and defective thing in the whole world might 
be renewed, and restored to its former vigour. 

By the most diligent and careful search they gradually 
found out that there was nothing in this world that could procure 
for our earthly and corruptible body immunity from 4eazZ, since 
death was laid upon the Protoplasts, Adam and Eve, and their 
posterity, as a perpetual penalty. But they did discover oze 
thing which, being itself incorruptible, has been ordained of God 
for the good of man, to remove disease, to cure all imperfection, 
to purge old age, and to prolong our brief life—a boon actually 
enjoyed by the Patriarchs. 

This wonderful remedy was industriously sought by the 
wise and understanding, until they discovered it, and its precious 
virtue. Thus, the Patriarchs used it to restore their bodily 
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vigour, and prolong their lives; and it was no doubt revealed by 
God to Adam, our thrice great parent, who bequeathed the secret 
to all the Patriarchs who were his descendants, who thereby pro- 
cured for themselves length of days and boundless wealth. 
When the aforesaid Gentiles had received this knowledge, they 
justly regarded it as a most precious gift of God, and a most 
holy Art, and forasmuch as they perceived that, by God's 
providence, it had been revealed only to a few, and concealed 
from the majority of mankind, they always made it a point of 
conscience and honour to keep it secret. 

But that the secret might not be lost, but rather continued 
and preserved to posterity, they expounded it most faithfully, 
both in their writings and in oral teaching to their faithful 
disciples, for the benefit of posterity ; nevertheless, they so 
clothed and concealed the truth in allegorical language that 
even now only very few are able to understand their instruction 
and turn it to practical account. For this practice they had a 
very good reason; they wished to force those who seek this 
wisdom to feel their dependence on God (in Whose hand are all 
things) to obtain it through instant prayer, and, when it has 
been revealed to them, to give all the glory to Him. Moreover, 
they did not wish the pearls to be cast before swine. For they 
knew that if it were made known to the wicked world, men 
would greedily desire nothing but this one thing, neglect all 
labour, and give themselves up to a dissolute and degraded life. 

But although the said philosophers have treated this subject 
with so great a variety of method, and used many peculiar and 
singular expressions, curious parables, and strange and fanciful 
words, yet they all agree in pointing out the same goal, and one 
and the same Matter as essential to the right conduct of the Art. 
Nevertheless, many students of the Art have entirely missed 
their meaning, and the secret Matter of which they speak. For 
at the present day there are (as there have always been) a large 
number not only of low charlatans, but of grave and learned men, 

who have sought this knowledge with unwearied industry, and 

yet have not been able to attain to it. Nay, some, angling with 

a golden hook, have utterly ruined themselves, and have been 

compelled to abandon their search in despair. "Therefore, lest 
anyone should doubt the existence of this secret Art, or, after the 

(ipe 
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manner of this wicked world, look upon it as a mere figment, I 
will enumerate some of the true Sages (besides those named in 

Holy Scripture) who really knew this Art, in the natural order 
of their succession. They are Hermes Trismegistus, Pytha- 
goras, Alexander the Great, Plato, Theophrastus, Avicenna, 
Galen, Hippocrates, Lucian, Longanus, Rasis, Archelaus, 
Rupescissa, the Author of the (Great Rosary, Mary the 
Prophetess, Dionysius, Zachaire, Haly, Morienus, Calid, Con- 
stantius, Serapion, Albertus Magnus, Estrod, Arnold de Villa 
Nova, Geber, Raymond Lully, Roger Bacon, Alan, Thomas 
Aquinas, Marcellus Palingenius; and, among moderns, Bernard 
of Trevisa, Frater Basil Valentinus, Phillip Theophrastus (z.e., 
Paracelsus), and many others. Nor is there any doubt that, 
among our own contemporaries, there might be found some, who, 
through the grace of God, daily enjoy this arcanum, though they 
keep it a close secret from the world. But, side by side with 
these great Sages who have written truly and uprightly con- 
cerning this Magistery, there are found many charlatans and 
imposters who falsely pretend to have a knowledge of this Art, 
and, by tricking out their lies in the phraseology of the Sages, 
throw dust into men's eyes, make their mouths water, and at 
length fail to make good their promises. Their dupes should 
well ponder the following warning: * Trust not him who 
distills gold out of your money-box. If you are wise you will 
be on your guard against such. If you would not suffer 
both loss and mockery, beware of these dishonest charlatans. 
Follow those who are simple, straightforward, and modest. He 
who has the good, enjoys it in silence" But where are you to 
find such? *Seek the good; you may know them by their 
excelling the rest in weight, matter, and performance" | Now, 
since there are many students of this Art who would fain learn its 
secret by a true and straight path, and are yet so bewildered 
by these impostors and charlatans, by their empty talk and their 
high pretensions, that they do not know which way to turn: 
therefore I have determined briefly to expound the true prin- 
ciples of this Art. For though I account myself unworthy to 
speak of so great a Mystery, yet I may say, without any self- 
glorification, that, through the grace of God, I have made greater 
progress in this Magistery than most; and I consider it as my 
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duty not to hide the talent which my Lord and Master, the 
great and good God, has committed to my unworthy keeping. 
For this reason I am willing to show the right way, by which 
they may attain a true knowledge of this subject, to all lovers 
of chemistry, and have put forth this Brief Epitome and Declar- 
ation of the Whole Art (so far as it may be committed to 
writing), in the hope that through my means, God may perchance 
open the eyes of some, and lead them back from their precon- 
ceived notions to the right path, and so manifest to them His 
mighty works. For the greater convenience of the reader I 
will divide the work into four parts. 

In the First part I will set forth the rudiments of the Art, 
and the best mode of preparing oneself for its study. 

In the Second I will shew and describe the quality and 
properties of the substance required, as also the method of its 
preparation and manipulation. 

In the Third something will be said concerning the great 
utility of the Art, and its unspeakable efficacy and virtue. 

In the Fourth will follow a Spiritual Allegory, in which this 
whole Magistery is set forth, being the true form of the 
Heavenly, Everlasting, and Blessed Corner Stone of the Most 
High. It will also contain a true, brief, and simple, practical 
manual of the method of proceeding, for I am no friend of many 
specious words. 

ID/ASESSTIE 

IDASMASITSMEONDE 

* Who is he that feavs the Lord ?. He will zustiruct him in 
the right path." 

In the first place, let every devout and God-fearing 
chemist and student of this Art consider that this arcanum 
should be regarded, not only as a truly great, but as a most 
holy Art (seeing that it typifies and shadows out the highest 
heavenly good) Therefore, if any man desire to reach this 
great and unspeakable Mystery, he must remember that it is 
obtained not by the might of man, but by the grace of God, and 
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that not our will or desire, but only the mercy of the Most High, 
can bestow it upon us. For this reason you must first of all 
cleanse your heart,lift it to Him alone, and ask of Him this gift 
in true, earnest, and undoubting prayer. He alone can give and 
bestow it. 

If the omnipotent God, who is the unerring searcher of all 
hearts, should find in you uprightness, faithfulness, sincerity, and 
a desire to know this Art, not for any selfish end, but for His true 
honour and glory, He will doubtless hear your prayer (according 
to his promise), and so lead you by His Holy Spirit that you 
will begin to understand this art, and feel that this knowledge 
would never have entered your heart if the most gracious Lord 
had not answered your petition, and revealed to you the under- 
standing even of the most elementary principles. 

Then fall upon thy knees, and with a humble and con- 
trite heart render to Him the praise, honour, and glory due 
for the hearing of thy prayer, and ask Him again and again 
to continue to thee His grace, and to grant that, after attaining 
to ful and perfect knowledge of this profound Mystery, 
thou mayest be enabled to use it to the glory and honour 
of His most Holy Name, and for the good of thy suffering 
fellow men. 

. Moreover, as you love your soul, beware of revealing the 
Mystery to any unworthy or wicked man, even in the smallest 
particular, or by making him in any sense a partaker thereof. 
If you in any way abuse the gift of God, or use it for your own 
glorification, you will most certainly be called to account by the 
Almighty Giver, and you will think that it would have been 
better for you if you had never known it. 

When you have thus, as it were, devoted yourself to God 
(who is not mocked), and learned to appreciate justly the aim 
and scope of this Art, you should, in the first place, strive to realise 
how Nature, having been set in order by God the Triune, now 
works invisibly day by day, and moves and dwells in the will of 
God alone. For no one should set about the study ofthis Art with- 
out a just appreciation of natural processes. Now Nature may 
truly be described as being oze, true, simple, and perfect in her own 
essence, and as being animated by an invisible spirit. If there- 
lore you would know her, you, too, should be true, single-hearted, 
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patient, constant, pious, forbearing, and, in short, a new and 
regenerate man. 

If you know yourself to be so constituted and your nature 
adapted to Nature, you will have an intuitive insight into her 
working, such as it would otherwise be impossible to obtain. 

For the study of this Art is such a perfect guide to excel- 
lence that a good knowledge of its principles will (as it were, 
against your will) hurry you on to an understanding of all the 
wonderful things of God, and teach you to rate all temporal and 
worldly things at their true value. But let not him who desires 
this knowledge for the purpose of procuring wealth and pleasure 
think that he will ever attain to it. "Therefore, let your 
mind and thoughts be turned away from all things earthly, and, 
as it were, created anew, and consecrated to God alone. For 
you should observe that these three, body, soul, and spirit, must 
work together in harmony if you are to bring your study of this 
Art to a prosperous issue, for unless the mind and heart of a 
man be governed by the same law which develops the whole 
work, such an one must indubitably err in the Art. 

When you are in inward harmony with God's world, out- 
ward conformity will not be wanting. Yet our artist can do 
nothing but sow, plant, and water: God must give the increase. 
Therefore, if any one be the enemy of God, all Nature declares 
war against him ; but to one who loves God, heaven and earth 
and all the elements must lend their assistance. If you bear 
these things in mind, and know the true First Matter (of which 
we shall speak later on) you may at once set about the practical 
part of this study, calling on God for grace, direction, and guid- 
ance, so that your work may be carried successfully through all 
its stages. 

EG GIEESUASINXSE 

* He that abides im the fear of. the Lord, and cleaves to His 
Word, and «waits faithfully on. His office, will transform tin and 
copper anto silver and gold, and will do great things with the. Áelp 
of God: yea, with the grace of Jehovah, he will have power to 

2uake gold out of. common vefuse." 

nm-—-— 
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IP/ASRSDOSIUS 

ISAIAH XXVIII. 

* Therefore, thus. saith the Lord : Behold I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious corner Stone, a 
sure foundation. .He that has st shall not be confounded." 

The numerous writers on our most noble Art have never 
wearied of singing its praises, and inventing for it new and 
glorious names. ts most precious object they have called the 
PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, or the most ancient, secret, 
natural, incomprehensible, heavenly, blessed, beatified, and 
triune universal Stone of the Sages. Their reason for naming 
it a stone, or likening it to a stone, was this: First because its 
original Matter is really a kind of stone, which, being hard and 
solid like a stone, may be pounded, reduced to powder, and 
resolved into its three elements (which Nature herself has joined 
together), and then again may be re-combined into a solid stone 
of the fusibility of wax by the skilled hand of the artist adjusting 
the law of Nature. 

The importance of starting with an exact knowledge of 
the first or otherwise the second Matter of the Philosophical Stone 
has been largely dwelt upon by all writers on this subject. 
This Matter is found in one thing, out of which alone 
our Stone is prepared (although it is called by a thousand 
names), without any foreign admixture ; and its quality, 
appearance, and properties have been set forth in the 
following manner. It is composed of three things, yet it is only 
one. Likewise, having been created and made of one, two, three, 
four, and five, it is everywhere found in one and two. "They also 
call it the universal Magnesia, or the seed of the world, from 
which all natural objects take their origin. Its properties are of 
a singular kind ; for, in addition to its marvellous nature and 
form, it is neither hot and dry like fire, nor cold and wet like 
water, nor cold and dry like earth, but a perfect preparation of 
all the elements. Its body is incorruptible, and is not destroyed by 
any of the four elements, but its properties far exceed 
those of the four elements, and the four qualities, like heaven and 
the Quintessence. With respect to its outward appearance, 
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figure, form, and shape, they call it a stone, and not a stone ; 
they liken it to gum and white water, and to the water of the 
Ocean. It is named the water of life, the purest and most 
blessed water, yet not the water of the clouds, or of any common 
spring, but a thick, permanent, salt, and (in a certain sense) dry 
water, which wets not the hand, a slimy water which springs 
out of the fatness of the earth. Likewise, it is a double mercury 
and Azoth, which, being supported by the vapouror exudation of 
the greater and lesser heavenly and the earthly globe, cannot be 
consumed by fire. For itself is the universal and sparkling flame 
of the light of Nature, which has the heavenly Spirit in itself, 
with which it was animated at first by God, Who pervades all 
things, and is called by Avicenna, the Soul of the world. For as 
the soul lives and moves in all the members of the body, 
so that spirit lives and moves in all elementary creatures, and is 
the indissoluble bond of body and soul, the purest and most 
noble essence in which lie hid all mysteries in their inexhaustible 
fulness of marvellous virtue and efficacy. Moreover, they 
ascribe to it infinite Divine power and virtue when they say 
thatit is the Spirit of the Lord who fills the Universe, and in 
the beginning moved upon the face of the waters. "They also 
call it the spirit of truth that is hid in the world, and cannot be 
understood without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, or the 
teaching of those who know it. It is found fezezza//y every- 
where, and in everything, but in all its perfection and fulness 
only in oze thing. In short, it is a Spiritual Essence which is 
neither celestial nor infernal, but an aérial, pure, and precious 
body, in the middle between the highest and lowest, the choicest 
and noblest thing under heaven. But by the ignorant and the 
beginner it is thought to be the vilest and meanest of things. It 
is sought by many Sages, and found by few; suspected by 
those that are far away, and received by those that are near ; 
seen by ali, but known by few, as you may see from the following 
lines : 

* Into three the great good is divided, yet it is oze, and 
highly esteemed by the world. Men have it before their eyes, 
handle it with.their hands, yet know it not, though they con- 
stantly tread it under their feet. It is the greatest wealth, and he 
who knows the Art may rival the richest." 
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AN ENIGMA OF THE SAGES, 

In which the underlying substance of the Art, called the 
Phoenix of the Sages, is found to be thrice threefold. 

** [f [ tell you three parts of a thing you have no cause to 

complain. Seek one of three, and of the three one will be there : 

for where there is body and soul, there is also Spirit, and there 

shine salt, sulphur, and mercury. Trust my word, seek the grass 
that is trefoil. "Thou knowest the name, and art wise and cun- 

ing if thou findest it." 

ANOTHER ENIGMA. 

(Much easier.) 

* There is one thing in this world which is found occasionally. 
It is bluish-grey and green, and, wonderful to say, there is in this 
thing a red and white colour. It flowslike water, yet it makes 
not wet ; itis of great weight, and of small. I might give it a 
thousand names, yet the thousand know it not. It is mean to 
look upon, yet to the Sage it is precious. He who solves it with 
the second and condenses it with the third, he has our glorious 
subject." 

YET ANOTHER ENIGMA,. 

Everthing contributes to the formation of this Stone. It is 
conceived below the earth, born in the earth, quickened in heaven, 
dies in time, obtains eternal glory. 

Now when you have the substance indicated (which is in 
part heavenly, in part earthly, and in its natural state a mere 
confused chaos without certain name or colour), and know it well 
(for this knowledge the Sages have always accounted the 
principal part of this work), then you must give your whole mind 
to manipulating it in the proper manner. But before doing any- 
thing to it with his hands, the student should remember not to 
begin the preparation of this great and inscrutable arcanum 
before he knows well the spirit that lurks in it according to its 
essential qualities and properties. ^ With this spirit," says a 
certain philosopher, * you should not meddle until you first have a 
full and exact knowledge of it. For God is marvellous in His 
works, and He is not mocked. . I could give some instances of 
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men who set about this matter with great levity and were heavily 
punished by meeting (some of them) with fatal accidents in their 
laboratories, For this work is no light thing, as many suppose, 
perhaps, because the Sages have called it child's play. Those to 
whom God has revealed His secrets may indeed find the experi- 
ment simple and easy. But do thou carefully beware of expos- 
ing thyself to great danger by unseasonable carelessness. Rather 
begin thy work with reverent fear and awe and with earnest 
prayer, and then thou wilt be in little danger." 

Now when you have exercised yourself with exceeding 
diligence in the oratory, the matter being ready to your hand, go 
into the laboratory, take the substance indicated, and set to work 
in the following manner. 

Above all things you mustlet it be your first object to solve 
this substance (or first Entity, which the Sages have also called 
the highest natural good). Then it must be purged of its watery 
and earthy nature (for at first it appears an earthy, heavy, thick, 
slimy, and misty body), and all that is thick, nebulous, opaque, 
and dark in it must be removed, that thus, by a final sublima- 
tion, the heart and inner soul contained in it may be separated 
and reduced to a precious essence. 

All this can be accomplished with our Pontic and Catholic 
water, which in its refluent course irrigates and fertilizes the 
whole earth, and is sweet, beautiful, clear, limpid, and brighter 
than gold, silver, carbuncles, or diamonds. "This blessed water 
is enclosed and contained in our Matter. 

Then the extracted Heart, Soul, and Spirit must once more 
be distilled and condensed into oze by their own proper salt 
(which in the interior of the substance is first of a. blood-red 
colour, but then becomes of a bright, clear, and transparent 
white, and is called by the Sages the Salt of Wisdom). You have 
thus first, by what is called. the anterior process, separated the 
pure from the impure, and first rendered the visible invisible, 
then, again, the invisible visible or palpable (but yet no longer so 
gross and shapeless as it wasat first), and it is now a bright body 
with a pleasant, penetrating smell, and withal so subtle and 
ethereal that if it were not fixed it would evaporate and vanish 
away. Forthis reason the Sages call it mercurial water, or water 
of the sun, or mercury of the sun, or mercury of the wise. But 
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so long asit remains in the aforesaid form it would, if used as a 

medicine, produce no good effect, but rather act as a poison. If, 
therefore, you wish to enjoy its glorious virtue, and manifold 
power, you must subject it to some further chemical processes. 

For this purpose you must diligently observe the working 
of Nature (extending over a considerable period of time), and 
strictly follow her guidance. When you have this knowledge, 
you should take two parts of the aforesaid prepared aqueous 
matter, and again three different parts. "The first two parts you 
should keep ; but to the three parts add another matter, viz., the 
most precious and divinely endowed Body of Gold, which is 
most intimately akin to the First Matter. Of this add one 
twelfth for the first fermentation; for both, the spiritual and 
heavenly prepared substance, and this earthly Body of Gold, 
must be joined together, and coagulated into oze body. 

But it should be noted that common gold is useless for this 
purpose, being unsuitable and dead. For though it has been 
declared by God the Omnipotent to be the most precious and 
beautiful of metals, yet so long as it lay hid in the mine its 
perfect growth and development was hindered. Daily use, 
moreover, blunts its indwelling powers, namely, sulphur, or its 
soul, and it is continually becoming mingled and defiled with 
other things that are foreign to its nature. Hence it becomes 
daily more and more unfit to be the subject of art. You must, 
therefore, seek to obtain gold which has a pure, living spirit, and 
of which the sulphur is not yet weakened and sophisticated, but 
is pure and clear (by passing through antimony, or by the 
heaven and sphere of Saturn, and being purged of all its defile- 
ment) : otherwise the first substance, being spiritual and ethereal, 
will not combine with it. For this Magistery deals only with 
pure bodies, and suffers no unclean thing near, on, or around it. 

Now when these unequal parts of the water and gold 
(differing not only in quality, but also in quantity, for the first is, 
after its preparation, ethereal, thin, subtle, and soft, while the 
other is very heavy, firm and hard) have been combined in a 
solutory alembic, and reduced to a dry liquid or amalgam, they 
should be left six or seven days exposed to gentle heat of at 
least a tepid character. Then take one part of the three parts of 
water, and pour it into a round, oval glass phial, similar to an 

F 
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egg in shape; put the tempered liquid in the midst thereof, and 
leave it once more for six or seven days ; the Body of the Sun 
will then be gradually dissolved by the water. Thereupon both 
will begin to combine, and one will mingle with the other as 
gently and insensibly as ice with warm water. "This union the 
Sages have shadowed out in various ways, and likened it, for 
instance, to the wedlock of a bride and bridegroom (as in the 
Song of Solomon). When this is done, add the third part (which 
you have kept) to the rest, but not all at once, or in one day, but 
in seven different instalments : otherwise the Body would become 
too liquid, and entirely corrupted by too much moisture. 

For as seed, when cast into the ground, is destroyed and 
rendered useless by an excess of moisture and rain, so our work 
cannot prosper unless the water is judiciously administered. All 
this being done, let the phial be carefully closed and sealed, to 
prevent the compound from evaporating or losing its odour ; and 
place it in the furnace, there exposing it to a gentle, continuous, 
airy, vaporous, and well-tempered heat, resembling the degree 
of warmth with which the hen hatches her eggs. 

[NoTE.—The Sages have said much about vaporous fire, 
which they have called the fire of wisdom, which is not elemen- 
tary or material, but (according to them) essential and preter- 
natural. They also call it the Divine fire, Ze, the water of 
mercury, roused into action by common fire.]] Digest and heat 
it well, yet take care that none of it is sublimed, or, in the 
parabolic language of the Sages, that the wife does not rule the 
husband, and that the husband does not abuse his authority over 
the wife, &c.,—if you do this, the whole will proceed normally, 
without any interference on your part (except that, of course, 
you must keep up the fire). . At first the earthly Body of the Sun 
is totally solved, and decomposed, and robbed of all strength 
(the Body, which was first of a muddy impurity, changing to a 
coal-black colour, called by the Sages the Raven's Head, within 
the space of forty days), and is thus despoiled of its Soul. The 
Soul is borne upward, and the Body, being severed from the 
Soul,lies for some time, as if dead, at the bottom of the still, 
like ashes. But if the fire is increased, and well tempered, the 
Soul gradually descends again in drops, and saturates and 
moistens its Body, and so prevents it from being completely 
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burned and consumed. Then, again, it ascends and descends, the 
process being repeated seven times. "The temperature you must 
keep at the same point from beginning to end. Haste slowly— 
for it is of the greatest importance that the influence of the fire 
should be brought to bear gently and gradually. In the mean- 
time you will observe various chemical changes (e, of colour) 
in the distilling vessel, to which you must pay careful attention. 
For if they appear in due order, it is a sign that your undertaking 
will be brought to a prosperous issue. 

First there appear granular bodies like fishes' eyes, then a 
circle around the substance, which is first reddish, then turns 
white, then green and yellow like a peacock's tail, then a dazzling 
white, and finally a deep red—until at last, under the rarefying 
influence of the fire, the Soul and Spirit are combined with their 
Body, that lies at the bottom, into a fixed and indissoluble 
Essence, which union and conjunction cannot be witnessed 
without unspeakable admiration and awe. "Then you will behold 
the revivified, quickened, perfected, and glorified Body, which is 
of a most beautiful purple colour (like cochineal), and its tincture 
has virtue to change, tinge, and cure every imperfect body, as 
we shall hereafter show more in detail. When thus, by the grace 
and help of God, you have happily attained the goal of your 
labours, and found the Phoenix of the Sages, you should once more 
return thanks to Him with your whole heart,and use His un- 
speakable gift solely for His glory, and for the advantage of your 
suffering brethren. Thus I have most faithfully explained to 
you the whole process by which this most noble Art; and highest 
achievement, to wit, the Egg of the Sages, or Philosopher's 
Stone, may be begun and successfully completed. 

If, however, during the operation, any accidental mishap 
should occur, it must be seen to in time, or else the chemical 
process will never be brought to perfection. If you (1) observe 
that before the compound is solved and turns black, anything is 
sublimed, or evaporated, or something resembling a red oil floats 
on the surface of the substance (which is a bad sign); or (2) if 
before or after it has turned white, it turns red too suddenly ; or 
(3) if, towards the end, it does not properly coagulate ; or (4) if 
the substance is so strongly affected by the heat that, being 
taken out, it does not instantly zze/7 on red Aot zron like cvax, but 

F2 
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tinges and colours the iron, and afterwards will not remain fixed 
in the fire—you may regard all these indications as symptons 
of a false composition and temperature, or of some kind or other 
of carelessness. 

If these defects are not immediately seen to, they will 
speedily become incorrigible ^A cunning adept should be ac- 
quainted with the various devices by which they may be 
remedied; and I will recount them here for the sake of the 
beginner. 

If one or more of the above defects are observed, the whole 
compound must again be taken out of the phial, and once more 
solved in the aforesaid water of mercury (also called virgin's milk, 
or the milk,blood, and sweat ofthe First Matter,or the never-failing 
fountain, or the water of life, which nevertheless contains the 
most malignant poison); with this water it must once more be 
moistened and saturated, and then subjected to the action of the 
fire, until there is no longer any sublimation or formation of 
gaseous vapours; or till the final coagulation has duly taken 
place, as described above. Of its subsequent fermentation and 
multiplication, and of its uses, more will be said in the third part. 

Of the Zzze required for the whole process, it is impossible 
to say anything very definite ; and, indeed, the Sages have put 
forward the most conflicting opinions on this point—no doubt 
because some have been occupied with it longer than others. 
But ifany man will carefully observe the working of Nature, 
and be guided by her teaching, and in all things hold a middle 
course, he will gain his object sooner than one that trusts too 
blindly to his own wisdom. 

But I tell thee not to go beyond the middle point of the 
letter X either in the former or latter stage of the operation, 
but to take one half (V) for the time of the solution and the 
other half for the composition. "Then, again, for the final union, 
the number XX should be thy guide (unless anything unforeseen 
should occur) Be satisfied with that space of time. On the 

other hand, do not try to hurry on the consummation, for one 

hours mistake may throw thee back a whole month. If thou 

strivest unduly to shorten the time thou wilt produce an abortion. 

Many persons have, through their ignorance, or self-opinionated 

haste, obtained a Nihilixir instead of the hoped for Elixir. 
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In view of the importance of this magical science, I have 

thought it right to lay this before the sons of knowledge, for 

their careful consideration. 

RIDDLE. 

There are seven cities, seven metals, seven days, and the 

number seven; seven letters, seven words in order meet, seven 

times, and as many places; seven herbs, seven arts, and seven 

stones. Divide seven by three, and thou shalt be wise. No one 
will then strive to precipitate the half. In brief, all will proceed 
favourably in this number." 

In the following lines the whole Process is briefly described :— 

(L)—THE FIRST STAGE. 
* Dissolve your substance, and then let it be decomposed ; 

then let it be distilled, and once more condensed." 

(IL)— THE SECOND STAGE. 
*Combine two things, decompose them, let them become 

black. Digest them and change them to white by your skill ; at 
last let the compound change to a deep red, let it be 
coagulated, and fix it; and you will be a favoured man. f, 
afterwards, you cause it to ferment, you will have conducted 
the whole work prosperously. Then tinge therewith whatso- 
ever you will, and it will multiply to you infinite treasure." 

Or, more briefly, thus :— 
| * Seek three in one, again seek one in three.  Dissolve, and 
condense, and thou shalt be master of the Art." 

A Riddle in which also the Process is indicated :— 
* A spirit is given for a time to the body, and that spirit is 

thelife of a soul. Ifthe spirit draw the soul to itself, they are 
both severed from the body. "Then are there three abiding in 
the same place, until the precious body is dissolved, and is 
decomposed and dies. But after a time the spirit and the soul 
are brought back by gentle warmth, and hold once more their 
former seat. Then you have the essence; no perfection is 
wanting, and the work is glorified by a joyful end." 

PROov. XXIII. 
"* My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my 

ways." 
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D/AXSSTSTTEE 

Szrach xliii: '" Who has seen Him that he should tell of 
Him? Who can exalt Him according to His greatness? .We 
see but the smallest of His. svorks: those that are much greater 
are hidden from us. For God has made all, and gives under- 
standznge thereof to those that fear. Him." 

Concerning the end of this great Art, and the excellence, 
virtue, efficacy, and unspeakable utility of the marvellous 
Philosophers Stone, much has been written: yet has no 
one been able to tell out its thought-surpassing glory or 
to adequately set forth its fame. All Sages have regarded 
it as the chief felicity that this earth can afford, without 
which no one can attain perfection in this world. For 
Morienus says: * He who has this Stone has all, and needs no 
other help." For it includes all temporal felicity, bodily health, 
and solid good fortune. 

They have also commended the Stone for that the spirit 
and efficacy which lie concealed in it are the spirit of the Quint- 
essence of all things beneath the disc of the moon; on this 
account they say that it upholds the sky, and moves the sea. 
"They also describe it as the most elect, the most subtle, the 
purest, and noblest of all the heavenly spirits, to which all the 
rest yield obedience as to their King, that bestows on men all 
health and prosperity, heals all:diseases, gives to the God-fearing 
temporal honour and a long life, but to the wicked, who abuse 
it, eternal punishment. It is also extolled by the Sages because 
it has never been known to fail of effecting its purpose, but is 
found to be in all proved, perfect, and unerring. Therefore 
Hermes and Aristotle call it the true, undeceiving, and unfailing 
arcanum of all arcana, the Divine Virtue which is hidden from 
the foolish. In brief, they have designated it the chief of all 
things under heaven, the marvellous conclusion or epilogue 
of all philosophic works. Hence some devout Sages have 
affirmed that it was Divinely revealed to Adam, and by him 
handed down to all the holy Patriarchs. 

For by its aid Noah is said to have built the Ark, Moses 
the Tabernacle with all its golden vessels, and Solomon the 

H 
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Temple, besides accomplishing many other great deeds, fashion- 

ing many precious ornaments, and procuring for himself long 

life and boundless riches. 
Moreover, the Sages own that through its means they 

invented the seven liberal arts, and sought and obtained suste- 

nance for themselves. God gave them this gift that they might 

not be hindered in their researches by poverty, or driven to flatter 

the rich for the sake of gain, and thus become contemptible, 
and as a jestor by-word in His sight. 

The Stone enabled them to discern the great mysteries 
of the Divine wonders, and the inexhaustible riches of the 
Divine Glory, By it their hearts were roused and stirred up 
toa more intimate knowledge of God. For they sought not to 
obtain great wealth, or the honour and pleasures of this world, 
butall their delight was to search out and contemplate the 
marvellous secrets of Nature. They regarded the works of God 
with very different eyes, and in a very different manner than 
most men in our own times, who, alas, look on them like cows 
or calves, and pursue the study of our noble Art for the sake of 
wealth, and temporal advantage and pleasure. But they will 
never find what they seek. For God gives not this gift to the 
wicked, who despise His word, but to the godly who strive to 
live honestly and quietly in this wicked and impure world, 
and to lend a helping hand to the needy brethern; or, in the 
words of the poet :— 

* God gives this Art to the sincere and good, nor can the 
world purchase it with all its gold. The vulgar know nothing 
of this Mystery, for if any man be impious, he seeks the Stone 
in vain. He who holds it in silence dwells where he would, and 
fears neither accidents, nor thieves, nor any evil. For this reason 
this sacred gift is granted to few: it is in the hands of God, and 
He gives it to whomsoever He will." 

Much has been said concerning the operation, virtue, and 
utility of this Art in a variety of writings which have heretofore 
seen the light, as, for example, unto what extent the said Stone, 
prepared and made more than perfect, becomes a medicine 
which is above every medicine. It has been denominated the 
universal panacea, to which not only all diseases yield (as, for 
instance, leprosy and gout) but by the use of which old men 
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may become young again, recover their lost faculties, and their 
former strength, and by which those who are already half dead 
may be revivified and quickened. But, as I am no physician, I 
will forbear to give an opinion on this point. That the Stone 
has this virtue, every one that possesses it can discover for him- 
self I prefer to set down a few observations concerning those 
qualities and uses of the Stone which are known to me by daily 
experience. 

In the first place, the practice of this Art enables us to 
understand, not merely the marvels of Nature, but the nature of 
God Himself, in all its unspeakable glory. It shadows forth, in 
a wonderful manner, how man is the image of the most Holy 
Trinity, the essence of the Holy Trinity, and the Oneness of 
Substances in that Trinity, as well as the difference of Persons ; 
the Incarnation of the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, His 
Nativity, Passion, Death, and Resurrection ; His Exaltation and 
the Eternal Happiness won by Him for us men; also our 
purification from original sin, in the absence of which purification 
all good actions of men would be vain and void—and, in brief, 
all the articles of the Christian faith, and the reason why man 
must pass through much tribulation and anguish, and fall a prey 
to death, before he can rise again to a new life. All this we see 
in our Art as it were in a mirror, as we shall take occasion to set 
forth in our Fourth Part. 

Secondly, its earthly and natural use consists in changing 
all imperfect metals, by means of its tincture, into pure and solid 
gold, as I will try to show as briefly as I can. 

The Stone or Elixir cannot be used for this purpose in the 
form in which we left it at the completion of the previous stage 
of our process; but it should be still further fermented and 
augmented in the following manner, as otherwise it could not be 
conveniently applied to imperfect metals and bodies. 

Take one part of the Essence, and add to it three parts of 
purest gold, which has been purged and melted by means of 

antimony, and reduced to very thin plates. Let them be placed 
together in the crucible. 

Thereupon the whole compound will be transformed into a 

pure and efficacious, Tincture, which, when applied to base 

metals, in the ratio of 1 : : 1000, will change them into pure gold. 
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NoTE.—The purer the metals are, and the greater their 

affinity to our substance, the more easily are they received by 

the Tincture, and the more perfect and rapid is the process of 

regeneration. For the transformation consists in all that is 

impure and unsuitable being purged off, and rejected like dross. 

In the same manner flawed stones can be transmuted into 

precious diamonds, and common crystal can be so tinged as to 

become equal to the most precious stones. Moreover, many 

other things may be done with the Tincture which must not be 

revealed to the wicked world. These virtues of the Stone, and 

others of a like kind, are looked upon as the least important by 
the Sages, and by all Christians on whom God has bestowed 
this most precious gift. Such men think them vile indeed when 
compared with the knowledge of God and of His works which is 
afforded by the Stone. 

For let me tell you that he on whom the Most High has 
conferred the knowledge of this Mystery esteems mere money 
and earthly riches as lightly as the dirt of the streets. His heart 
and all his desires are bent upon seeing and enjoying the 
heavenly reality of which all these things are but a figure; 
as Solomon, the wisest of wise Kings, testifies in chapter 
vii. of the Book of Wisdom, where he says: *I preferred wisdom 
before sceptres and thrones, and esteemed riches nothing in 
comparison of her. Neither compared I unto her any precious 
stone, because all gold in respect of her is as a little sand, and 
silver shall be counted as clay before her." Those, therefore, 
that desire this Art as a means of procuring temporal 
honour, pleasure, and wealth, are the most foolish of men ; and 
they can never obtain that which they seek at so great an 
expense of money, time, and trouble, and which fills their hearts, 
their minds, and all their thoughts. For this reason the Sages 
have expressed a profound contempt for worldly wealth (not as 
though it were in itself a bad thing, seeing that it is highly com- 
mended in Holy Scripture as an excellent gift of God, but 
because of its vile abuse). They despised it because it seemed to 
hinder men from following the good and the true, and to intro- 
duce a mischievous confusion into their conceptions of right and 
wrong. These abuses of money the illustrious Marcellus Palin- 
genius Stellatus has graphically described in the poem entitled 
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the * Zodiac of Life," under the sign of Sagittarius, where he 
draws a vivid picture of the evils of avarice. To this poem I 
would therefore refer the gentle reader. 

From this poem we may gather how lightly this dis- 
tinguished man, though evidently a possessor of the Stone, as 
appears out of his *Zodiac of Nature,' held gold and silver, 
and all things temporal, in respect of virtue. 

Nor is his case by any means exceptional. All Sages have 
regarded wisdom, and the knowledge of heavenly things, as far 
better than the transient things of earth, and have so ordered 
their lives and actions that at the last they might obtain im- 
mortality and eternal glory. This feeling is well expressed by 
Solomon, in his Book of Proverbs (cp. xvi), where he says: 
* How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get 
understanding rather to be chosen than silver !"—and again in 
the xxii chapter: * A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches, and knowledge rather than silver and gold" The 
same aspiration prompted the following words of the son of 
Sirach : *See that thou keep a good name, for it is better than 
a thousand treasures of gold." 

By reason of these and other virtues which result from the 
philosophy of the Stone, the Sages have never wearied of 
extolling its marvellous excellence ; and they have taken great 
pains to make it known to the worthy, in order that its wisdom 
might be accepted and practically exhibited by them. But to 
the foolish everything is obscure and difficult to be understood. 
(This is the gist of the first six chapters of Solomon's Book of 
Proverbs, where he says that men should strain every nerve to 
attain to our wisdom. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, too, he uses 
the following words: * My son, be satisfied with a lowly station : 
for it is better than all that this world desires. The greater thou 
art, the more humble thyself, and God will give thee grace. 
For the Lord is a most High God, and does great things through 
the lowly." 
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BARI EV. 

PSALM LXXVIIL AND MATTH. XIII. 

* [ qvill open amy mouth in parables, and declare things hidden 
from the foundation of the world." 

When it pleases Almighty God by His Divine Word to make 
known unto the human race His marvellous, deep, and celestial 
mysteries, He is wont to do so in parables, andto shadow forth 
His meaning in things familiar to our eyes which are depicted 
visibly before us. For instance, when pronouncing upon Adam 
in Paradise, after the Fall, the sentence of death, He told him 
that as he was made and formed of dust, he should also return 
to dust—dust being a thing which in itself has no life. Again, 
when promising to Abraham an innumerable posterity, He 
illustrated His meaning by pointing to the stars of the heavens, 
the sand of the sea shore, and the dust of the earth. In the 
same manner, God made use of divers precious types in declaring 
His will to the children of Israel through the Prophets. "This 
practice was also adopted in the New "Testament by Christ 
Himself—the Foundation and Express Image of the Truth— 
who set forth His teaching in parables in order that it might be 
better understood. So He compares His Divine and Blessed 
Gospel—the highest happiness of man—to seed that is sown in 
a field, amongst which the enemy scatters evil seed; to a 
hidden treasure ; to a pearl of great price; to a grain of wheat ; 
to a mustard seed ; to leaven, etc. 

[Cp. Luke vii. Matthew xiii and xxii ^ Luke xix. 
Matthew xx.] 

The Kingdom of Heaven He describes under the image of 
a great Wedding Feast. The Christian Church, again, He com- 
pares to a Vineyard, and to a King calling upon his servants to 
render up an account. —Healso uses the similitude of a noble 
lord who entrusted his goods to his servants, of a lost sheep, a 
prodigal son, and others of a similar nature. 
[Cp. Matthew xviii Luke xvi Matthew xxv. Luke xviii. 

Markxii. Luke xviii Luke x.] 
These types and similitudes were given to us on account of 

our human infirmity, which prevents us from understanding and 
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picturing to ourselves the things of heaven. And since it is God's 
wont to reveal His mind in parables and /feures, we can but 
regard it as of a piece with all the other dealings of God, that 
the Chief Good, His Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by His obedience saved all mankind from eternal death and 
restored to us the Kingdom of Heaven, should have expressed 
His nature in a concrete bodily form. This is the greatest 
mystery of Almighty God, and the highest and worthiest object 
of knowledge. 
[Ephes. iii. Coli Isaiah xlv.: '* Lez Zhe Leaveus drop down 

Jrom above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. Let 
ihe earth open and bring forth the Saviour."| 

And although this great Good had been prefigured to us in 
the Old Testament by types such as the sacrifice of Isaac, the 
ladder of Jacob, the betrayal and wonderful exaltation of Joseph 
the brazen serpent, Samson, David, and Jonah ; yet, besides all 
these, Almighty God deigned to give us a fuller revelation and a 
corporal, visible, and apprehensible Idea of His heavenly trea- 

.sures and gifts in the Person of His Son. This earthly and 
bodily manifestation He plainly toretold in the Prophet Isaiah 
(cp. xxviii): *Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a corner 
stone, a tried stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall 
not make haste. To the same effect the Royal Seer David 
speaks, through the Holy Spirit, in Psalm cxviii.: * The Stone 
which the builders rejected is become the head stone of the corner. 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes." This 
type, the aforesaid Corner Stone, Christ applies to Himself 
(Matth. cp. xxi) when He says: * Have ye never read in the 
Scriptures? The Stone that the builders rejected is become the 
chief stone of the corner. ^ This is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. And whosoever shall fall on this Stone 
shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall it shall grind 
him to powder. And Peter (Acts, cp. iv.) and Paul in his 
Epistle to the Romans (cp. ix.) repeat almost the same words. 

This tried, blessed, and heavenly Stone Jesus Christ was 
longingly expected from the beginning of the world by the 
Fathers and Holy Patriarchs ; God-enlightened men prayed that 
they might be accounted worthy to see the promised Christ in 
His bodily and visible form. And if they rightly knew Him by 
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the Holy Spirit, they were comforted by His presence in their 
lives, and had an invisible Friend on whom they could stay them- 
selves, as upon a spiritual fulcrum, in trouble and danger even 
unto the end of their life. 

But although that heavenly Stone was bestowed by God as 
a free gift on the whole human race, the rich as well as the poor 
(Matth. xi., 6.) ; yettothis very day comparatively few have been 
able to know and apprehend Him. To the majority of mankind 
He has always been a hidden secret, and a grievous stumbling 
block, as Isaiah foretold in his eighth chapter: * He shall be for 
a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, a gin and a snare, so 
that many shall stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snared, 
and be taken." Thesamevwas revealed to the aged Simeon, when he 
spake thus to Mary, the Mother of the Corner Stone : * Behold, 
He shall be for a fall and rising again of many in Israel, and 
for a sign that shall be spoken against" To this S. Paul also 
bears witness (ad. Rom. ix.): * They fell from the Stone of offence, 
and the rock of stumbling. He that believes in Him shall not be 
confounded." "This Stone is precious to them that believe, but 
to the unbelieving *a stone of offence and stumbling, seeing 
that they are broken against the word, and believe not in 
Him on whom they are founded (Eccl xliii)" In all these 
respects the Precious, Blessed, and Heavenly Stone agrees most 
wonderfully with our earthly, corporal, and philosophical Stone ; 
and it is, therefore, well worth our while to compare our Stone 
with its Heavenly prototype. We shall thus understand that 
the earthly philosophical Stone is the true image of the real, 
spiritual, and heavenly Stone Jesus Christ. 

Thus, then, those who would truly know and prepare the first 
Matter of the Philosopher's Stone (the chief and principal mystery 
of this earth) must have a deep insight into the nature of things, 
just as those who would know the Heavenly Stone (Ze, the 
indissoluble, triune essence of the true and living God) must have 
a profound spiritual insight into the things of heaven : hence we 
said in our first part, that the student of our Art must first have 
a thorough knowledge of Nature and her properties If a man 
would come to know the highest good, he must rightly 
know, first God, and then himself (Acts xvii.: * For in Him we 
live" etc) If anyone learn to know himself and God (Ze. 
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our duty as men, our origin, the end of our being, and our affinity 
to God), he has the highest scholarship, without which it is 
impossible to obtain happiness, either in this world, or in the 
world to come. 

If we would find that high and heavenly Stone, we must 
remember that, as our earthly Philosophical Stone is to be 
sought in one thing and two things, which are met with every- 
where, so we must look for Him nowhere but in the eternal 
Word of God, and the Holy Scripture (consisting of the Old 
and New Testaments)—as God the Father testified at His Trans- 
figuration on Mount Tabor (Mark ix., Luke ix.), when He said : 
*'Thisis My Beloved Son: hear ye Him." In the same way 
Christ, the essential and eternal Word of God, speaks of Him- 
self : * No one comes to the Father, but by Me "—Aaccording to 
the Scripture, the infallible testimony of the Divine Word (Isaiah 
xxxiv.) In Isaiah viii. we find the words: * to the Law and the 
Testimony." And Christ, the aforesaid Corner Stone, bears 
witness to the necessity of Scripture, when He says: * Search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye believe that ye have eternal life, 
and it is they that testify of Me" Therefore, David says in 
Psalm cxix., long before the coming of Christ: * My delight, O 
Lord, is in Thy commandments, for they are my counsellors ; 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet ; I rejoice in the way of Thy 
testimonies more than in great riches. Also, I consider Thy 
ways, and walk in Thy testimonies." 

[Cp. Gen. xiii Psal xlv. Isaiah ix, 49. Jerem. xxxii. 
I obnessgra MEO rS OT] 

Moreover, when and where the First Matter of this heavenly 
Stone was founded (*from the beginning of the world"), is 
expressly set forth in several passages of Holy Scripture, 
especially in the fifth chapter of Micah : * Whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting" ^ When the Jews asked 
the Corner Stone Himself who He was, He answered: * I that 
speak to you was from the beginning," and again: * Before 
Abraham was,l am." From these passages it follows that He 
had His being, without a beginning, from all eternity, and that 
He will abide throughout all eternity. 

And although this knowledge is to be found and obtained 

nowhere but in the Old and New Testaments, nevertheless he 

-——" 
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who would gain it must proceed with the greatest care (II. 

Timothy, iii.) for one false step may render all our subsequent 

labour useless. He who would gain a golden understanding of 

the word of truth, should have the eyes of his soul opened, and 

his mind illumined by the inward light (1r. John, v.) which 

God has kindled in our hearts from the beginning ; for he who 

strives to obtain this knowledge without the Divine light, may 

easily mistake Saul for Paul, and choose a false road instead of 
the right path. This happens continually in regard to our 

earthly Stone. Ten persons may read the same description of it, 
and yet only one may read the words aright. So the majority 
of mankind daily miss the knowledge of the Heavenly Stone ; 
not because it is not before their eyes, but because they have not 
eyes to see it. Therefore Christ says: (Luke xi) "' The eye is 
the light of the body, and if the eye be dark the whole body will 
be full of darkness" In the seventeenth chapter of the same 
Gospel He says: '" Behold the kingdom of God is within you." 
From these words it most clearly appears that the knowledge of 
the light in man must come from within, and not from without. 

The external object, as they say, or the letter, is written for 
the sake of our infirmity, as a further aid to the implanted light 
of grace (Matth. xxiv.) as also the outward spoken word is 
used as an auxiliary means for the conveyance and advancement 
of knowledge. For example, if a white and a black tablet were 
put before you, and you were asked to say which was white and 
which black, you would not be able to answer the question if 
you had no previous knowledge of those colours ; your ability to 
do so, comes, not from looking at the tablets, but from the know- 
ledge that before was in your mind. The object only stirs up 
your perceptive faculty, and calls out the knowledge that before 
was in you, but does not of itself afford that knowledge. In the 
same way, if any one put into your hand a flint, and asked you 
to bring outward and visible fire out of it for him, you would be 
unable to do so without the steel that belongs to it, with which 
you would have to elicit the spark slumbering in the stone. 
Moreover, you would have to catch and fan it into flame on a 
piece of tinder—or else the spark would immediately vanish 
again. If you do this, you will have a bright fire, and so long as 
you keep it up, you will be able to do with it whatever you 
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like. In the same manner, the heavenly light slumbers in the 
human soul, and must be struck out by outward contact, 
namely, by the true faith, through reading and hearing, and 
through the Holy Spirit whom Christ restored to us, and 
promised to give us (John xiv: * No man comes to the Father 
but by me"), and to put into our dark, but. still glowing 
hearts, as into a kind of tinder, where He may be fanned and 
kindled into a bright flame, working the wil of God in our 
souls. For He delights to dwell in light unapproachable, and 
in the hearts of believers. Although no man ever has, or ever 
can, see God with his outward bodily eyes, yet with the in- 
ward eyes of the soul He may well be seen and known. But 
notwithstanding that inward light casts its bright beams over 
the whole world, and into the heart of every man without 
any difference, the world, by reason of its innate corruptness, 
cannot see it rightly, and refuses to acknowledge it; and on 
this account so many false and pernicious notions are current 
concerning it. But we shall do well to consider that God has, 
not without a good purpose, furnished our heads with two 
eyes and two ears; for He would thereby teach us that man 
has a double vision and a double hearing ; namely, the outward 
and the inward. With the inward he is to judge spiritual things, 
and the outward is also to perform its own proper office. The 
same distinction we find in the spirit and the letter of Scrip- 
ture. For this reason I thought fit to explain this matter for 
the sake of students of the simple sort, who might otherwise 
be at a loss to apprehend the full significance of the triune 
Stone. 

Again, as the substance of the earthly Stone is nothing 
accounted of in the world, and rejected by the majority of man- 
kind, so Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, and the Heavenly 
Triune Stone, is lightly esteemed in this world, and scarcely 

even looked at ; nay, we may say that nothing is so profoundly 

and utterly despised by mankind, as the Saving Word of God. 

Hence (Cor. i, 2) it is called foolishness by the wise of this 

world. Nor is it only contemned and regarded as worthless ; 

it is even proscribed and laid under a ban, like some false 

heretical doctrine, and it is greivous for a God-fearing man to 

listen to the blasphemous words that are spoken against it, But 
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the believer must be tried by it, and the world sifted by its 

appearance. So S. John says(cp. i): * He came unto His own, 

and they received Him not; " and again: *He was in the 

world, and the world knew Him not." ! 

Again, as the physical and earthly water-Stone of the Sages 

has, on account of its unsearchable excellence, been called by a 

great variety of names by the multitude of philosophers, so the 

Heavenly Light, the one Noumeri and Illuminant, whose riches 

and glory are past finding out, is designated in Holy Scripture 

by a large number of titles. We will go through the most 

important names of both. The Philosopher's Stone is called the 

most ancient, secret or unknown, natural, incomprehensible, 

heavenly, blessed, sacred Stone of the Sages. t is described as 
being true, more certain than certainty itself, the arcanum of all 
arcana—the Divine virtue and efficacy, which is hidden from the 
foolish, the aim and end of all things under beaven, the wonder- 
ful epilogue or conclusion of all the labours of the Sages—the 
perfect essence of all the elements, the indestructible body 
which no element can injure, the quintessence ; the double and 
living mercury which has in itself the heavenly spirit—the cure 
for all unsound and imperfect metals—the everlasting light— 
the panacea for all diseases—the glorious Phoeenix—the most 
precious of treasures—the chief good of Nature—the universal 
triune Stone, which is naturally composed of three things, and, 
nevertheless, is but oze—nay, is generated and brought forth of 
one, two, three, four, and five. In the writings of the Sages we 
may also find it spoken of as the Catholic Magnesia, or the seed 
of the world, and under many other names and titles of a 
like nature, which we may best sum up and comprehend in 
the perfect number of one thousand. And as the earthly 
Philosopher's Stone and its substance have a thousand names, 
so an infinite variety of titles is even more justly predicated of 
the Chief Good of the Universe. For He is God, the Word of 
God, the Eternal Son, the real, eternal, tried, and precious 
corner and foundation Stone which the builders refused and 
rejected. He is true, and more ancient than all things. seeing 
that He was before the foundation of the world, and from ever- 
lasting. He is the true, hidden, and unknown God, super- 
natural  incomprehensible, heavenly, blessed, and highly 

G 
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praised. He is the only Saviour, and the God of Gods 
(Deut. x. Sure He is, and true, and cannot lie (Nu. xxiii, 
Rom.iii) He is the only Potentate who does what He will, 
according to His good pleasure. He is secret and eternal, and in 
Him lie hid all the treasures and mysteries of knowledge 
(Rom. xvi, Col ii) ^ He is the only Divine virtue and 
omnipotence, which is unknown to the foolish, or the wise of 
this world. Heis the only true essence of all elements, seeing 
that of Him all things are and were created (Rom. ii., Ja. i). He 
is the quintessence, the essence of all essences, and yet Himself 
notan essence of anything. He has in Himself the Heavenly 
Spirit which quickens all things with life itself (Wisd. vii., Isaiah 
xlii, John xiv.. He is the one perfect Saviour of all imperfect 
bodies and men, the true heavenly physician of the soul, the 
eternal light that lights all men (Isaiah Ix., John i.), the universal 
Remedy of all diseases, the true spiritual panacea. He is the 
glorious Pheenix that quickens and restores with His own blood 
His little ones whom the old Serpent, the Devil, had wounded 
and killed. He is the greatest treasure, and the best thing in 
heaven or upon earth, the triune universal essence, called 
Jehovah—of one, the Divine essence—of two, God and Man—of 
three, namely three Persons—of four, namely three Persons, and 
one Divine Substance—of five, namely of three Persons, one 
Divine and one Human Substance. He is also the true 
Catholic Magnesia, or universal seed of the world, of Whom, 
through Whom, and to Whom are all things in heaven and upon 
earth—the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, says 
the Lord that is, and was, and is to come, the Almighty 

(A poc. i.). 
But again, as in the case of the philosophical work, it is not 

enough for anyone to know its substance and its triune essence, 

with the quality and property thereof, if he does not also know 

where to obtain it, and how to become a partaker of its benefits 

— which can only be done, as we said above, by dissolving the 

substance into its three parts, decomposing it, and so 

depriving it of its caliginous shadow and hirsute essence, subliming 

its inner hidden heart and soul by means of the sweet, universal, 

fiery, marine water (extracted from itself) into a volatile essence— 

so we cannot know that glorious triune Essence, called Jehovah, 
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unless the image of Him is first dissolved and purified in our own 

souls, the veil of Moses (Ze, our own desperate sinfulness which 

prevents us from seeing God as He is) being taken away, and 

our inner heart and soul being purified, cleansed, and sublimed 

by the Divine illumination of Him that dwells within, namely, 

Christ, who washes our hearts like pure water (Isaiah xliv.), and 

fills them with His sweet and gentle comfort. So you first 
behold the wrath, but afterwards the love of God. 

Once more: As our Matter, in the philosophical work, 

after being dissolved into its three parts or principles, must 
again be coagulated and reduced into its own proper salt, and 
into oze essence, which is then called the salt of the Sages: so 
God, and His Son, must be known as Oe, by means of their 
essential substance, and must not be regarded as two or three 
Divinities, possessing more than one essence. When you have 
thus known God through His Son, and united them by the bond 
of the Holy Spirit, God is no longer invisible, or full of wrath, 
but you may feel His love, and, as it were, see Him with your 
eyes, and handle Him with your hands, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, His Son and express image. But even this knowledge 
of the Triune God will avail you little, unless you continue to 
advance and grow in His grace, for God otherwise will be still 
terrible, and as it is said of Him (Deut. vii, 18), *a consuming 
fire" For as the substance of the Sages, after all the changes 
that it has undergone, will do more harm than good as a medi- 
cine applied to the body, without the final preparation, so unless 
you fully and perfectly apprehend Christ, the mere knowledge of 
Him will tend to your condemnation rather than to the salvation 
of your soul (I. John, iv.). Therefore if you wish to become a 
partaker of Christ, and if you desire to possess and enjoy His 
heavenly gifts and treasures, you must advance in the 2ezsozad 
knowledge of Christ, and look upon Him, not merely as a pure 
and immaterial Spirit, but as the Saviour who in the fulness of 
time took upon Himself a human body, and became the Son of 
Man, as well as the Son of God. 

Forasin our philosophical work another most noble and 
cognate metallic body must be united to our first substance (if 
it is to be rendered effectual for the perfecting of other metals), 
and joined together with it into oze body, so the Divine Nature 
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of the Son of God had to take upon itself, as it were, another 
kindred * metallic" body, namely our human nature, our human 
flesh and blood (which, having been created in the image of 
God, has the greatest affinity with Him), and to be joined with 
it into one indissoluble whole, in order that He might have the 
power of bringing imperfect men to perfection. 

But again, we said that common gold, on account of its 
imperfection and impurity, would not combine with our substance, 
because its manifold defects had rendered it * dead " and useless 
for our purpose, and that, for this reason, it must first receive a 
bright and pure body (not adulterated or weakened by the 
presence of bad internal sulphur) In the same way, the Divine 
essence of the Son of God could not be joined to common 
human nature, which is conceived in sin, defiled with hereditary 
uncleanness, and many actual sins and  besetting infirmities 
(though all these are no integral part of human nature as such), 
but required a pure, sinless, and perfect humanity. 

For if the earthly Adam, before the Fall (though after all 
only a created being), was holy, perfect, and sinless, how much 
more must the heavenly Adam, to whom the only begotten Son 
of God was joined, have a perfect humanity? ^ Therefore the 
heavenly, eternal, fundamental Corner Stone, Jesus Christ (like 
the earthly Philosophical Stone), is now Oxze, uniting in Him- 
self, after an inscrutable manner, a dual nature of admirable 
generation and origin, and the properties both of God and of 
man. For according to His Divine Nature, He is true God, of 
the Substance of His heavenly and eternal Father, and the Son 
of God, whose goings out (as the Scripture says) were from 
everlasting (Mic. v. According to His human nature, on the 
other hand, He was born in the fullness of time as a true 
and perfect man, without.sin, but with a real body and soul 
(Matth. xxvi) Therefore He now eternally represents the indis- 
soluble and personal union of the Divine and the human sub- 
stance, the oneness of the natures of God and man. 

It is much to be wished that the eyes of our self-opinionated 
doctors were opened, or the nebulous film, or sophistical mask, 
which obscures their vision, taken away, that so they might see 
more clearly. I am particularly alluding to the Aristotelians, 
and other blind theological quibblers, who spend their lives in 
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wrangling and disputing about Divine things in a most un- 

christian manner, and put forth no end of manifold distinctions, 

divisions, and confusions, thus obscuring the Scriptural doctrine 

concerning the union of natures and communication of sub- 

stances in Christ. If they will not believe God and His Holy 

Word, they might at least be enlightened by a study of our 

chemical Art, and ofthe union oftwo waters (viz., that of mercury 

and that of the Sun) which our Art so strikingly and palpably 

exhibits. But the scholastic wisdom of their Ethnic philosophy 

is entirely based upon pagan philosophy, and has no foundation 
in Holy Scripture or Christian Theology. "Their Aristotelian 

precepts, their * substances " and * accidents," entirely blind them 
to the true proportions of things, and they forget Tertullian's 
saying "that philosophers are the patriarchs of heresy." But we 
do not think it worth while to pursue this subject any further. 

Again, as our chemical compound (in which the two essences 
have been combined) is subjected to the action of fire, and is 
decomposed, dissolved, and well digested, and as this process, 
before its consummation, exhibits various chromatic changes, so 
this Divine Man, and Human God, Jesus Christ, had, by the will 
of His heavenly Father, to pass through the furnace of affliction, 
that is, through many troubles, insults, and sufferings, in the 
course of which His outward aspect was grievously changed ; 
thus He suffered hunger when, after His Baptism and EHis 
entrance upon the ministry of the Word, the Holy Spirit led Him 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil, and there waged 
with Him a threefold contest, as an example to all baptized 
Christian men, who, having declared themselves followers of 
Christ, are, like Him, tempted, and have to sustain the shock of 
various grievous assaults. Again, He was subject to weariness, 
He shed tears, He trembled, He wrestled with death, He shed 
drops of sweat mingled with blood, He was taken captive and 
bound, was struck in the face by the high priest's servant, 
was mocked, derided, spitted upon, scourged, crowned with 
thorns, condemned to die upon the Cross, which He had to bear 
Himself; was nailed to it between two malefactors, received 
vinegar and gall to drink, cried out with a loud voice, com- 
mended His spirit into the hands of His Father—and so gave up 
the ghost and died upon the Cross. These and other tribulations, 
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which are faithfully related by the Evangelists, He had to bear 
in the course of His earthly life. 

And as the Sages say that the above mentioned process of 
chemical digestion is generally completed within forty days, so 
the same number seems to have a most peculiar significance in 
Scripture, more particularly in connection with the life of our 
Lord. The Israelites remained forty years in the wilderness ; 
Moses was forty days and forty nights on Mount Sinai; Elijah's 
flight from Ahab occupied the same length of time. Christ 
fasted forty days and forty nights in the wilderness; He spent 
forty months in preaching upon earth; He lay forty hours in 
the grave—appeared to His disciples forty days after His Re- 
surrection. Within forty years from Christ's Ascension Jerusalem 
was destroyed by the Romans, and made level with the ground. 

Then again, the Sages have called our compound, while 
undergoing the process of decomposition, the Raven's Head, on 
account of its blackness. In the same way, Christ (Isaiah liii.) 
had no form nor comeliness—was despised and rejected of men— 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief—so despised, that 
men hid, as it were, their faces from Him ; and in the 22nd 
Psalm He complains that He * is a worm, and no man," *a 
scorn and laughing-stock of the people." "We may also see an 
analogy to Christ in the fact that the decomposed body of the 
sun lies for some time dead and lifeless, like burnt-out ashes, at 
the bottom of the phial, and that its * soul" gradually descends 
to it under the influence of greater heat, and once more saturates, 
as it were, the dead and decaying body, and saves it from total 
destruction. For when, on the Mount of Olives, and on the 
Cross, Christ had experienced a feeling of utter dereliction, He 
was afterwards comforted and strengthened, and nourished (as 
it were) with Divine nectar from above. And when at length He 
had given up the ghost, and all the strength forsook His body, 
so that He went down to the parts below the earth, even there 

He was preserved, refreshed, and filled with the quickening 

power of the eternal Deity, and thus, by the reunion of His 

spirit with His dead body, quickened, raised from the dead, 
lifted up into heaven, and appointed Lord and King ofall— 

where, sitting at the right hand of His Father, He now rules, 

governs, preserves, and quickens all things with the power of 



PITE SOPEHIC (£IVDISQDUIDE. 103 

His Word. This marvellous Union and Divine Exaltation 
angels and men in heaven, upon earth, and under the earth can 
scarce think upon without holy fear, and trembling awe— 
Whose power, strength, and purple Tincture (Z«., Blood) changes 
us imperfect men and sinners in body and soul, and is a mar- 
vellous medicine for all our diseases, as we shall see further on. 

We have briefly and simply considered the most obvious 
analogies that serve to establish the typical connection between 
Jesus Christ, the heavenly Corner Stone, and our earthly 
Philosopher's Stone, and to illustrate its figurative resemblance to 
the Incarnation of the Saviour of men. We will now proceed to 
shew that the earthly Stone also shadows forth His transmuting, 
strengthening, healing, and quickening power towards us sinful, 
wretched, and imperfect human beings. 

.For though God created man at the beginning in His own 
image, and made him more glorious and perfect than other 
creatures, and breathed into him a living and immortal soul, 
yet by the fall the image of God was defaced, and man was 
changed into the very reverse of what God had intended that 
he should be. 

But in order that we might be restored to our former 
glorious state, God in His great mercy devised the following 
remedy : As the perfect earthly Stone, or Tincture, after its 
completion extends its quickening efficacy, and the perfecting 
virtue of its tincture to other imperfect metals, so Christ, that 
blessed heavenly Stone, extends the quickening influence of His 
purple Tincture to us, purifying us, and conforming us to 
the likeness of His perfect and heavenly Body. For, as S. 
Paul says: (Rom. viii), He is the first-born among many 
brethren, as He is also the first-born before all creatures, through 
whom all things in heaven and earth were created, and reconciled 
to God. If we who are by Nature impure, imperfect, and 
mortal, desire to become pure, immortal and perfect, this 
transmutation can be effected only through the mediation of the 
Heavenly Corner Stone Jesus Christ, who is the only holy, risen, 
glorified, heavenly King, both God and man in the unity of oze 
Person. 

For as the Philosopher's Stone, which is the Chemical King, 
has virtue by means of its tincture and its developed perfection 
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to change other imperfect and base metals into pure gold, so our 
heavenly King and fundamental Corner Stone, Jesus Christ, can 
alone purify us sinners and imperfect men with His Blessed ruby- 
coloured Tincture, that is to say, His Blood, from all our natural 
flth and uncleanness, and perfectly heal the malignant disease 
of our nature ; seeing that there is no salvation but in Him, and 
that no other name is given under heaven whereby men can 
obtain happiness and perfection. 

The blind and insensate world has, indeed, through the craft 
and deceit of the Devil, tried many other ways and methods of 
obtaining everlasting salvation, and has toiled hard to reach the 
goal; but Christ nevertheless is and remains the only true 
Saviour and Mediator, who alone can make us appear just in the 
sight of God, and purify us from our spiritual leprosy—just as, 
upon earth, there is only one royal, saving, chemical Stone by 
which all imperfect metals must be brought to perfection and all 
bodily diseases healed (especially that fearful, and otherwise in- 
curable leprosy) ^ All other spiritual remedies—such as those 
invented and used by Jews, Turks, heathens, and heretics—may 
be compared to the devices of false and sophistical alchemists ; 
for by them men are not purified, but defiled--not quickened, but 
enfeebled, and given over to a state of more helpless spiritual 
deadness. So the pseudo alchemists, or malchemists, as they 
may be more appropriately termed, discover many tinctures and 
colours by which men are not only deceived, but, as daily 
experience teaches, often ruined in fortune, body, and soul. 

Again, if we men would be purified and cleansed of our 
original sin and the filth of Adam (in whom, through the subtilty 
of the Cacodaemon, our whole race was corrupted in the very: 
Protoplast), we can obtain perfection and eternal happiness only 
through the regeneration of water and the Spirit, as the royal 

chemical substance is regenerated by water and its spirit. In 

this new and spiritual regeneration, which is performed in 

baptism through water and the Spirit, we are washed and 

purified with the Blood of Christ, united to His Body, and clothed 

with Him as with a garment (Col. iii, Eph. v.). For, as the 

Philosophical Stone becomes joined to other metals by means of 

its tincture and enters into an indissoluble union with them, so 

Christ, our Head, is in constant vital communion with all His 
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members through the ruby tincture of His Blood, and compacts 

His whole Body into a perfect spiritual building which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness. Now, that regenera- 
tion which is wrought in baptism through the operation of the 
Holy Spirit is really nothing but an inward spiritual renewal of 
fallen man, by which we become God's friends instead of His 
enemies, and thus heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ (1. 
Cor. ii, Rom. xii, Ephes. ii, Hebr. iii). For to this end Christ 
died and rose again, that through this means, namely, through 
His passion, death, resurrection, and ascension, He might enter 
the Holy Place made without hands, and prepare for us the way to 
our everlasting Fatherland. Therefore, we, too, as His brothers 
and sisters, should follow His passion, and grow like Him in love, 
humility, and all other virtues, till we are conformed to His 
glorified body, and until, having lived and died with Him, we 
also reign with Him, and share His everlasting glory. 

But this inward quickening and imitation of Christ, our 
heavenly King, in our daily lives, is not the outgrowth of our 
own merit or natural will (for by nature all men are blind, deaf, 
and dead, as to spiritual things), but is produced solely through 
the effectual working of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us 
through the blessed laver of regeneration. In like manner, the 
minerals and metals are in themselves gross and dead, and 
cannot purify or ameliorate themselves, but are purified, renewed, 
dissolved, and perfected through the agency of the spagyric 
spirit. Now when we have been incorporated in the Body of our 
heavenly King, and washed and cleansed of original sin through 
His purple Tincture, and so rendered capable of bringing forth 
the first fruits of the Holy Spirit, we are fed up, like little children, 
and nourished with the pure and health-giving milk of grace, 
until at length we become living stones, fit for the heavenly 
building and the highest priesthood, which consists in offering up 
spiritual sacrifices such as are acceptable to God the Father, 
through Jesus Christ. For even a Christian, though regenerated 
through water and the Word, cannot grasp or apprehend all 
things at once, but must grow gradually, and daily, in the 
knowledge of God and of Christ. 

For as, in our philosophical experiment, the union of the 
two essences, namely of the earthly gold and the heavenly 


