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PBEFACE,

The object of the present work is twofold. It

endeavours to exhibit, in a properly classified form, the

doctrine concerning the Messiah, as it was held among

the Jews in the centuries during which Christianity

appeared; and, as subsidiary to this main purpose, it

seeks to introduce the English reader, more fully than

has hitherto been done, to the Apocalyptic and kindred

literature.

In accepting this literature as in any way a trust-

worthy expression of Jewish belief, we run counter to

the judgment of so high an authority as Jost, who pro-

nounces it to be destitute of value in the history of Jewish

religion. 1 It cannot, I think, be denied that Christian

scholars have been inclined to attach too much import-

ance to works of this kind. Such writings do not possess

even the authority of distinguished names, for the real

authors are unknown ; and, when we except the Book of

1 ' Jedenfalls sind alle diese Ersclieinungen ohne Bedeutung fur die

jiidische Religionsgeschichte.' Gesch. des Judenth. imd seiner Sekten, ii. S
#

218, Amu.
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Daniel, there is no evidence that they exercised any

appreciable influence upon the course of Jewish thought.

But in the study of religious belief we do not confine

ourselves to the decrees of councils or other authoritative

documents, but have recourse to the sermon, the

pamphlet, or even the lampoon. The former present

us with the finished product, and mark the completed

stages of advance ; the latter admit us into the process by

which dogmas are formed, and give us a vivid picture

of the turmoil and passion, the vicissitudes of happiness

and misery, of hopes and fears, by which the shapes

of human thought are so largely influenced. So the

Apocalyptic literature, if it does not possess the authority

which attaches to the discussions and decisions of the

Eabbinical schools, yet brings us nearer to the popular

heart, and speaks to us in the very tones of hope and

despair, of aspiration after an ideal kingdom and hatred

of heathen domination, which so deeply coloured the

Messianic belief. It possesses also for the Christian

student the advantage of proximity to the Christian era.

It thus furnishes a sample of the soil in which Christianity

was first planted, and may assist those who have the

courage for the task, to strip off the ephemeral popular

conception from the permanent nucleus of spiritual truth.

And, lastly, it will be found that the Messianic views

presented by this literature are to a large extent con-

firmed by the Eabbinical authorities, so that it has at

least the merit of proving that these views are much
earlier than the writings in which they find their first

authoritative expression. For these reasons the Apoca-
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lyptic works appear deserving of more respectful con-

sideration than is allowed to them by Jost.

It was, however, necessary to have recourse to the

Targums and the Talmud, and kindred works, as the

authentic exponents of Jewish faith. Of these I cannot

pretend to have made any special study, and though I

have read portions for myself, either in the original or

in translations, I am chiefly indebted to secondary

authorities for the passages which are cited. If these,

however, are not exhaustive, their accuracy at least may

be relied on ; for Dr. Schiller-Szinessy, of Cambridge,

has most kindly verified and corrected the numerous

extracts in our Second Book. I need scarcely say that

in rendering this service, for which I am so greatly

indebted to him, he has in no way made himself respon-

sible for any of the criticisms or opinions which are

expressed in the course of the volume, as he was not

even acquainted with them at the time of verification.

In regard to the citation of Eabbinical passages I

ought to explain that where I have simply borrowed the

words from some modern writer (as is occasionally the

case in the First Book), they are referred to in the foot-

note as ' quoted by ' that writer. Where I am indebted

for a reference, but the passage is translated freshly from

the original, this fact is indicated by the words ' referred

to by' so and so. Where the passage either belongs to

the common stock of all works on this subject, or has

been met with in my own reading of the original sources,

only the Eabbinical reference is given. In this way I
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hope sufficient acknowledgment is made to the authors of

whose labours I have availed myself.

In the transliteration of Jewish names a twofold rule

has been followed, giving rise to some apparent incon-

sistency. Most of the Eabbinical names have been so

transliterated as to preserve as far as possible the original

pronunciation, and to retain the same symbols for the

same Hebrew characters ; but in the case of Biblical and

a few other familiar names (such as Akiba and Onkelos)

I thought this practice would seem pedantic, and have

therefore conformed to the usual spelling.

In quoting Biblical passages I have generally followed

the Authorised Version, unless some critical reason con-

nected with the subject under discussion required a

departure from it. In translating the numerous extracts

from non-Biblical works, I have studied accuracy rather

than elegance. These extracts are so copious, because

the manner in which the thought is expressed is quite as

important as the thought itself, and by reading the very

words of these ancient writings we are brought into

closer contact with the mental condition to which the

Messianic doctrine appealed, and in which it found its

nutriment and strength.

It is to be feared that a volume containing so many

references, and dealing with a subject which has received

comparatively little attention in England, must not only

be marked with imperfection, but cannot be altogether

free from errors both of oversight and of judgment.

Such as it is, it is offered to the public in the hope that it

may not only be of service to the student of theology,



PREFACE. IX

but prove interesting to those who love to wander in the

by-paths of literature, or who care to trace sympa-

thetically the movements of human faith, and feel the

pathos even of men's errors and dreams.

Hampstead : September 19, 1877.
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THE JEWISH MESSIAH

BOOK I.

SOURCES.

GENERAL REMARKS.

As the sources from which our information respecting

Jewish belief is drawn are not very familiar to the Eng-

lish reader, and as some of them are still the subjects of

critical discussion, it is necessary to prefix to our account

of the Messianic idea a sketch of the literature on which

we must rely as we unfold its successive phases. We
need not, indeed, pause upon those writings of which

an adequate knowledge may readily be obtained from

English works, but content ourselves with referring, when

occasion requires, to some of the leading authorities

respecting them. This remark applies chiefly to the apo-

cryphal books of the Old Testament, with the exception of

II. Esdras. These, though not wholly devoid of interest in

the present connection, yet throw so little light upon our

inquiry, that a discussion of their probable origin and date

would be out of place. In the case of some other com-

positions, in regard to which the results of criticism are

B
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sufficiently established for our purpose, the most essential

points will be laid briefly before the reader, while a more

complete investigation will be reserved for those produc-

tions about which a wide difference of opinion prevails.

With these preliminary observations, we may proceed at

once to the consideration of an important class of litera-

ture—the apocalyptic.



CHAPTEE I.

THE APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE.

Section I.

—

Introductory.

The name of Apocalyptic Literature has been applied in

recent times to a series of writings connected together by

the possession of common characteristics, which find their

earliest type in the Book of Daniel, and most of which

reappear in the Apocalypse of John. This last circum-

stance has suggested a designation for the entire group
;

and the term apocalyptic may be fitly used to distinguish

compositions of this class from the prophetical writings,

to which, in some of their aspects, they are closely akin.

It was impossible to treat all these works together as

forming one literary species, so long as canonical and

extra-canonical books were separated by an impassable

line ; and it was, therefore, reserved for the freer thought

of modern days, and indeed for the researches of the

present century, to draw forth to light the curious trea-

sures which they contain. Fabricius made the earliest,

and necessarily a very imperfect, collection of the apoca-

lyptic writings in his ' Codex Pseudepigraphus Vetms
Testamenti,' published at Hamburg in 1713. Semler,

Corrodi, Eichhorn, and others, made valuable advances

towards a more thorough study of the subject ; but the

honour of giving the most marked impulse to the investi-

gation of this class of literature belongs to an English
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scholar. In 1819, Bicharcl Laurence (afterwards Arch-

bishop of Cashel) published the Anabaticon or Ascension

of Isaiah, in ^Ethiopic, along with an English and a Latin

translation. In the following year he issued the JEthiopic

text of 4th Ezra, accompanied also by translations into

English and Latin. But the most important work appeared

in 1821 in the form of an English translation of the Book

of Enoch from an iEthiopic manuscript. In the earliest

of these years, 1819, the investigations of Bleek (to be

more fully referred to further on) threw an unexpected

light upon the Sibylline Oracles. From this time several

German theologians, enriched by these new materials,

have directed especial attention to the apocalyptic litera-

ture. Their most important works will be mentioned as

we proceed.

We must now glance at the historical origin and

leading characteristics of this literature. After the de-

struction of Jewish independence the creative prophetic

impulse gradually died away, and was superseded by study

'and interpretation. While the exposition of the Law

strengthened the people's attachment to their monotheistic

faith, and deepened their aversion to heathenism, the

triumph of the great pagan empires over the afflicted

Israelites must have appeared a strange reversal of the

old ideal of the prophets. The disposition of a number

of the people to submit quietly to hellenizing influences,

stirred the grief and zeal of those who valued the prin-

ciples of the ancient religion ; and at last the violence of

Antiochus Epiphanes, who desecrated the Temple with a

heathen altar, in 1G8 B.C., drove the patriotic party into

armed revolt under the leadership of the Maccabees. The

forces of heathenism recoiled before the shock ; and when,

in the year 165 B c, Judas purified the Temple, it might

well seem that the long-promised reign of the chosen
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people could not be for off. Out of this conflict sprang

the apocalyptic literature, the strange product of blended

political and religious enthusiasm. It attached itself to

ancient prophecy, on which its hopes depended, and from

the interpretation of which it sought to anticipate the ful-

filment of times and seasons. Its process of interpretation

is, however, for the most part concealed, and it speaks not

in the style of an expositor, but of a prophet, and accord-

ingly couches its language, not in the past, but in the

future. This may explain the fact that it generally chooses

as its mouthpiece some ancient worthy, who lived before

the period which it undertakes to survey. Enoch, Moses,

Ezra, Baruch, and even the heathen Sibyl are pressed

into the service. The Apocalypse of John can hardly

be treated as an exception to this rule, because it does not

deal with old-world history, and the author might there-

fore speak in his own person. In some cases the retro-

spect extends over the whole course of mundane events,

and a sort of divine plan of human affairs (perhaps the

first vague anticipation of a philosophy of history) is

sketched out. The object of this retrospect was to pre-

pare the way for what to the real writer was still predictive.

God's righteous judgments were to come speedily upon

the world, and the most glorious hopes of Israel to be

fulfilled. This kind of composition proceeds, not so much

from the matter-of-fact intellect, as from a dreamy and

imaginative enthusiasm, from that mystic frame of mind

which sees a permanent conflict of principles amid the

unsubstantial forms of a transient world ; and it is, there-

fore, quite in keeping with their whole purpose that the

writers so often clothe their thoughts in the drapery of

curious symbols, such as present themselves in dreams

and visions.

The eschatological portion of these books is what
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chiefly concerns us in our present investigation ; but a

general introduction to those which are less familiarly

known will not be devoid of interest. As some of the

apocalyptic works have confessedly proceeded from Chris-

tian authors, it may be as well to observe that only those

which appear to be of purely Jewish origin will come

under review. Although in regard to the date of a few

of the more important of these a serious difference of

opinion exists, it will be seen that we may safely use

them as representing one phase of Jewish opinion at the

opening of the Christian era ; but perhaps it is not always

easy to decide how far the sentiments expressed in them

belong to the nation, to a school, or only to the individual

author.

We may now proceed to notice the several works a

little more in detail.
1

Section II.

—

The Book of Daniel.

Delitzsch 2 describes the Book of Daniel as ' a book

whose genuineness had for nearly two thousand years no

other opponent than the heathen scoffer, Porphyry, in his

Aoyoi Kara ^picmavcov, but whose spuriousness has, since

Semler and Eichhorn, become step by step a constantly

less dubious fact to the biblical criticism in Germany

which proceeds from rationalistic suppositions.' A wide

and difficult discussion is suggested by this quotation
;

but as good summaries of the arguments on each side are

readily accessible,3 we may here confine ourselves to a

1 On the subject of the above section, see especially Liicke's Versuch

einer vollstandigen Einleitung in die Offenbarung des Johannes, &c, 2 te Aufl.

1852, i. S. 9 sq., and Ililgenfeld's Die jilUsehe Apohdypiik in Hirer ge-

schi' htlichen Entwiehdung, Sec. (Jena, 1857), Einleitung-, S. 1 sq.

2 In his article on the subject in Herzog's Ewyldopadie.
3 It may be sufficient to refer here to the article in Smith's Dictionary

of the Bible, by Dr. Westcott, where the literature of the subject is given,
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broad outline of the considerations by which the date of

the work must be determined.

The supposed acquiescence of two thousand years

cannot be accepted as evidence of a questionable fact,

but it may readily explain the existence of prepossessions

other than rationalistic. Yet this is practically the main

evidence on which the Danielle authorship is made to

rest. As in so many inquiries, it is unconsciously as-

sumed that a large body of conclusive evidence is ready

for use, and that, if only objections can be repelled and

difficulties solved, the case is complete. But those who

are not under its spell cannot take for granted that the

Church is always right except when it can be proved to

be wrong ; nor can they quietly remove every literary

difficulty by the admission of the most stupendous miracles,

simply because a work is found within the canon. Now,

if we apply to Daniel the same kind of criticism which we

should deem conclusive in the case of any extra-canonical

book, and by which we actually determine the dates

of other apocalyptic works, I think we must accept the judg-

to the Introduction to the Book of Daniel, by Mr. Rose and Mr. Fuller, in the

Speakers Commentary, and to the article in Herzog's Encyk., which support

the conservative side ; and to Dr. Davidson's Introduction to the Old Ti sta-

ment, 1863, and Grafs article iu Schenkel's Bibel-Le.rikon, which advocate the

later date. Some of the more important points affecting the interpretation,

and hearing indirectly on the date of the work, will be fully discussed in our

second book. For a general view of the book, its merits and its influence,

the reader may be referred, among more recent works, to Kuenen's Religion

of Israel to the Fall of the Jewish State: translated from the Dutch by

Alfred Heath May, 1875, vol. iii. pp. 106-114.

Those who wish to see a full and elaborate defence of the traditional

view should read Daniel the Prophet : Nine Lectures, delivered in the

Divinity School of the University of Oxford. With copious notes. By the

Rev. E. B. Puaey, D.D., &c. 1864. My references will be to the third

edition, 1869. This work, written to defend what the author holds as an

article of faith, destroys by its fundamental assumption our confidence in its

critical impartiality, and repels by its scornful and insulting tone those whom
it is meant to convince,
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ment of those who believe that it was written in the time

of Antiochus Epiphanes, about the year 165 or 164 B.C.

Dr. Westcott asserts that by this view the whole book

is ' rejected as the work of an impostor.' l This is hardly

a correct description of the case. If the author delibe-

rately intended to pass off his own production as a

genuine composition of an ancient prophet, he no doubt

lies open to a charge of imposture ; but if, without any

such intention, he simply adopted the history and visions

of Daniel as a literary vehicle in which to convey his own

thoughts, he is not obnoxious to so serious an accusation.

If in the present day anyone, with some political purpose,

were to write a book entitled ' The visions of William

the Conqueror,' in which the fortunes of the English

people were symbolically portrayed, it would be ridiculous

to brand him as an impostor. So the authors of the

various apocalyptic works, although an uncritical age was

sometimes misled by their effusions, are not justly open

to a suspicion of wilful deceit. Our modern taste accords

little welcome to this kind of literary inventiveness, and

our modern strictness may regard it as not altogether

permissible ; but I can see no reason why it may not have

been practised by high-minded and honourable men.

How, then, stand the facts in regard to the Book of

Daniel? The work itself, taken as a whole, does not

pretend to be written by Daniel. Throughout the first

six chapters Daniel is spoken of, like all the other persons

who figure in the narrative, in the third person ; and the

conclusion especially of this section— ' So this Daniel

prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of

Cyrus the Persian '—has all the appearance of an his-

torical statement made by some later writer. If the book

ended here, it would be more reasonably ascribed to

1 Article in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, i. 393.
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Nebuchadnezzar than to Daniel, for in iv. 34-37 the

story of that monarch is related, without any sign of

quotation, in the first person. The second part of the

work, containing Daniel's dreams and visions, also begins

by referring to the prophet in the third person, and the

same style recurs in x. 1. Nearly the whole of this

section, however, professes to quote the words of Daniel
;

for in vii. 1 it is stated that he wrote his dream, and then

it is added, ' Daniel spake and said, " I saw in my
vision." ' But it is not alleged that what follows is a

genuine quotation from an ancient writing, nor is there

anything to indicate that it is not the composition of the

author of the whole book. We must further observe

that it is intimated with sufficient distinctness in the last

chapter that the writing had never been heard of before

the stirring events which seemed to mark the final crisis

in Jewish affairs ; for Daniel is desired to ' shut up the

words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end.'

*

This might, however, appear like an endeavour to pass off

the portion of the book containing Daniel's visions as a

genuine copy of an ancient document which had not

hitherto been published. But as it is not asserted that

this document was anywhere discovered, or that it had

been in anyone's keeping, the statement hardly goes

beyond what is allowable to give verisimilitude to the

narrative. The work, therefore, even if it belongs to the

time of the Maccabees, cannot justly be regarded as a

forgery. It unmistakeably suggests the supposition that

some later author makes Daniel the spokesman of his

own ideas ; and we are accordingly at liberty to ascertain

his date by reference to the events with which he deals.

Now Daniel's four visions, with the accompanying

interpretations, lead invariably to Antiochus Epiphanes,

1 See xii. 4 and 9.
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by whom ' the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the

place of his sanctuary was cast down.' l Up to this

point the historical details are clearly traced ; but beyond

it lies only the obscure though glorious future. The dream

of Nebuchadnezzar 2 readily yields the same result ; and

the seventy weeks,3 though not without difficulties, bring us

sufficiently near to the same date, when they are under-

stood as weeks of years. In the case of any other book,

if all its correct historical accounts terminated in one

point, while everything assigned to a later date was the

nebulous creation of religious hope, we should have no

hesitation in concluding that this point fixed the precise

date of its composition ; and till very cogent reasons are

shown for departing from this rule, we must accept it as

valid in the instance before us. And surely it is not all

loss if the work, from being the plaything of pseudo-

prophets and quasi-interpreters, has found its true place

in literature—has rewarded the critic's search with the

key to its mysterious imagery, and been made to shed a

valuable light upon the feelings, convictions, and hopes

which animated the patriotic party in one of the most

momentous struggles of the Jewish people.

Section III.

—

The Sibylline Oracles.

The Sibylline Oracles, as we at present possess them,

consist of twelve books of Greek hexameters, besides a

few fragments. The contents of these books are very

various, but consist for the most part of a description of

historical events dressed in the guise of prophecy. There

are also predictions of the fate of peoples, cities, and

temples, and of an ideal future ; and moral precepts and
1

viii. ll. 2
ii.

3
ix. 24 sq. The interpretation of this passage will be fully discussed

further on, Book ii. ch. vii.
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religious admonitions are not wanting. The last book

was printed for the first time in 1817 by Angelo Mai, and

the last four collectively by the same editor in 1828
-,

1

so that before this time only eight books came under

investigation. In the time of Lardner and earlier,

although transpositions and interpolations were suspected,

these eight books were treated as substantially one work,

and were therefore declared without hesitation to be

a Christian forgery of the second century, the evidence

appealing amply sufficient for this conclusion in regard

to certain portions. 2 But the searching investigations of

Bleek into the indications of time and of authorship

presented by the first eight books completely established

their composite character

;

3 and it is now an accepted

result of criticism that the date and origin of the various

parts can be determined only by the contents of those

parts themselves, and that the several oracles in their

present form have proceeded partly from Jewish, partly

from Christian authors, while here and there earlier

materials of heathen origin have most probably been

worked into the later monotheistic texture. A more

thorough examination, following the track indicated by

Bleek, seems to require some modification of his parti-

cular conclusions. As the great majority of the Books

have.no bearing on our present subject, it is unnecessary

to bring them under discussion ; but it may be useful to

subjoin a summary of the results arrived at by Professor

1 In Lis Scriptorivm Veterum Nova Collectio, vol. iii. part 3, p. 202 sq.

Rome, 1828. These four books were published from manuscripts in the

Vatican.
2 See Lardner's collected works, 1838, ii. 333 sq.

3 ' Ueber die Entstehung und Zusammensetzung der uns in acht Biichern

erhaltenen Sanimlung sibyllinischer Orakel,' in the Theologische Zeitschrift

of Schleiermacher, De Wette, and Liicke, Heft 1, 1810, S. 120-246, Heft 2,

1820; S. 172-239. I have failed to obtain these articles, and am therefore

oViged to refer to them at second hand. The above title is taken from

Hilgenfeld's Jiid. Apok. S. 55, Anm. 5.
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Friecllieb, who in 1852 published a very careful and

complete edition of the Greek text, preceded by a critical

introduction, and accompanied by a metrical German

translation. 1 In his view the Books of Jewish origin are

the following : III., in the main by an Egyptian Jew,

about 160 B.C. ; IV., 79 or 80 a.d. ; V. by an Egyptian

Jew, in the earlier part of the reign of Hadrian (ascribed

by Bleek to a Christian, on account of the appearance of

Nero as Antichrist, and the favourable view of Hadrian ;

but the opinion that Nero was Beliar might have been

held by a Jew, and at the time when the book was com-

posed Hadrian may not have began to display his hosti-

lity towards the Jews) ; IX., by an Egyptian Jew, between

115 and 118 a.d.; XII.
,
probably by an Egyptian Jew

of the third century. The remaining books proceed, in

Friedlieb's opinion, from Christian writers of the second

and third centuries, though Bleek, chiefly on account of

the silence of the Fathers, would place I. and II. as late

as the middle of the fifth century. 2

From the above summary it is evident that the third

Book is the one which, on account of its date and author-

ship, most nearly concerns us ; and it fortunately contains

a long description of what, though it is not mentioned

under that name, we may call the Messianic period.

From this book, however,we must detach lines 1-45, which,

though they may contain an altered extract from the

original prooemium, have probably come from the author

of the first two Books. Lines 46-96, though of Jewish

and pre-Christian origin, also belong to a later date than

that which we have assigned to the rest of the Book, for

1 Oracula Sibyllina, adfelem codd. mscr. quotquot extant recensuit, preetexth

prolegominis illustravit, versione Germanica instruxit, annotations criticas et

rerum indicem adjecit Jbsephus Henricus Friedlieb ; Lipsise, MDCCCLII.
There is also a German title.

2 See Friedlieb's edition, Einleitung.
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there is a clear allusion to the triumvirs, Antonius, Oc-

tavius, and Lepidus, and also to Cleopatra. 1 As in their

time, according to the Pseudo-Sibyl, God was to come to

judge the world, we may assign this section to the period

immediately preceding the battle of Actium, 31 B.C. Fried-

lieb apparently sees no difficulty in line 63, 'Ek 8e 2e-

fiao-rrji'ojv r)£eL BtXCap peTo-mo-Bev, but is content to refer

the expression ZefiacrTrjvcov to the Eoman rulers generally,

and thinks the author may have regarded Antonius him-

self as the future Beliar. But it is difficult to understand

how such a title could have been used to describe Eoman

rulers at that time ; and surely those critics must be right

who see here a later interpolation, and an allusion to the

derivation of Antichrist from the line of the Eoman

emperors in the person of Nero. 2
It is probable also that

lines 818-828 are from a later hand, as they contain an

account of the origin of the Sibyl at variance with that

which has immediately preceded, and the Book naturally

closes with line 817. On the other hand, there is

sufficient evidence to show that two fragments (comprising

together 84 lines), preserved by Theophilus of Antioch,3

and now prefixed to the whole collection, formed parts of

the procemium of this Book. It thus appears that we

possess by far the larger part of the verses (amounting

according to Lactantius 4 to about a thousand) of the old

Hebrew or EiythraBan Sibyl.
5

1 v. 51 sq. and 75 sq.

2 The connection may be restored by omitting from 'Arap in line 61 to

#£« in 63, both words inclusive, and then supplying Kara yr\v to complete the

metre. The lines will then read thus :

—

"H£e i yap, on 'rav deiov Siafirjo-fTai odprj

liuaiv iv dudptoTTOLs Kara, yrjv, BeXUip ptr'TTiadeu.

B'eek is followed in this supposition by Gfrorer {PMo wnd die ale.randn'nische

Theosophie, 1831, ii. S. 134) and Lucie {EM. in die Offenb. i. S. 79-80).

3 Ad Autol. lib. ii. c. 36.
4 Divin. Instit. lib. i. c. 6.

6 Friedlieb says we have 005. My arithmetic produces only 808. The
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With the exclusion of the passages just pointed out,

the date of the third Book is shown by express statements

to fall within the reign of Ptolemy VII. Physkon, of

Egypt ; for immediately after the miseries of that time

the glorious future of the ' sons of the great God,' 1 was

expected to come in. There are three distinct references

to the seventh king of Egypt, who is twice said to be of

Grecian lineage.
2 In the first of the passages where these

references occur, the ' nation of the great God ' is promised

renewed strength and leadership at this time ; and in the

second it is said that the miseries of Egypt should then

cease. The most important passage, however, is the last.

In this the invasion of Egypt by Antiochus Epiphanes, c a

great king from Asia,' immediately after the accession of

Physkcn, is indicated with sufficient clearness. If, there-

fore, the author represents the Messianic period as follow-

ing closely upon this event, we must agree with Bleek

and Friedlieb in assigning to the work a date not long

after 170 B.C., the year in which the invasion occurred.

Hilgenfeld, however, thinks, with good reason, that this

long and troubled reign allows us a greater latitude of

choice ; and he fixes the date between 142 and 137 B.C.
3

The chief indication of a later period in the passage before

us he finds in the predicted desolation of ;
all Greece ' by

a 'barbarous empire,' 4 which, in his opinion, must refer

fragments of Theophilus comprise 84 verses ; but Friedlieb adds to the first

fragment three verses found in Lactantiii8 (Div. Inst. ii. 11), bringing the

number up to 87. The case accordingly stands thus : 828 - (96 + 11) + 87 =

808.
1 v. 702.
2 v. 192-3, 318, 608 sq. In 318 the Greek descent is not specified.

These notices, occurring in different parts of the poem, and all pointing to

the same date, help to prove the identity of authorship of the successive

sections.

3 Jikl. Apok. S. 75.

4 Bdpfiapos cipxV) v « 638-40.
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to the conquest of Greece by the Eomans in 146 B.C.

The decisive evidence he detects in an earlier passage,1

in which the fortunes of the Seleucids are enigmatically

described. By carefully comparing with historical events

the allusions which here occur, he arrives at the reign of

the usurper Tryphon, who seized the throne in 142 B.C.

Tryphon was overthrown by Antiochus Sidetes, who
succeeded him in 137 B.C. ; and thus are determined the

limits within which the work must have been written. 2

Other indications are found in the prophecy of the deso-

lation of Libya by barbarous-minded enemies,3 which it is

most natural to refer to the destruction of Carthage by

the Eomans in 146 B.C., and in the predicted ruin of

Greece by a 'very barbarous nation,'
4 which, though

generally referred to the conquest of Perseus of Macedonia

in 168 B.C., seems to suit best the overthrow of Achasa in

146 B.C., as it is expressly said that ' a servile yoke

shall be upon all Greece.' 5

There appears, therefore, to be satisfactory evidence

for placing the third Book of the Sibylline Oracles in the

second century before Christ. Volkinar, however, while

admitting that it is in the main pre-Christian, places it as

late as 63 B.C. He does so on the alleged ground that

the entrance of Pompeius into Jerusalem is clearly in-

dicated. He appeals to the passage 6 where the Sibyl,

having spoken of the prosperity of Juda?a, declares that

kings will begin to be angry with one another, and that

again kings of the nations will come and threaten the

Temple, The first allusion he refers to the disputes

between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus for the sovereignty of

Juda3a, and the second to the interference of Aretas, an

1 v. 388-400. » Jikl Apok. S. 08-71. 3 v. 323 sq.

4 v. 520 sq.
5 'E\\d8i 770077, v. 537. 6 V. GOO sq.
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Arabian prince, and subsequently of Pompeius. 1 But we

may surely object that Pompeius was not a king ; that the

exaggeration would be too gross to describe Aretas and

Pompeius, who came to Jerusalem.in succession, as kings of

the Gentiles coming c in crowds' i^AOpooi) against the

land ; and that Pompeius at all events, instead of' bringing

fate ' upon himself by his invasion of Palestine, with-

drew in triumph. This last objection might be obviated

if we supposed the book to have been written during the

three months of the siege ; but the whole passage appears

to me to be an apocalyptic picture of the destruction of

the Gentile powers; and the coincidence between the

quarrel of the kings and the inroad of the Gentiles does

not seem sufficient to disturb our former conclusion.

In the Jewish Sibylline Oracles we meet with that

tendency to clothe Hebrew ideas in an Hellenic dress,

which is so marked a feature in the Jewish Alexandrine

philosophy ; and this circumstance points to Egypt as the

place of their composition. The name of Sibyl was given

generally among the Greeks to supposed prophetesses of

the olden time. According to Lactantius,2 Varro enu-

merates as many as ten of these. Attached to no

historical figures, the title may represent, under a mytho-

logical form, a kind of impersonal spirit of prophecy.

Sibylline vaticinations may at first have circulated orally,

and only gradually have been committed to writing and

formed into collections.3 None of the original collections

have come down to us ; but parts of them may have been

1 See Volkmar's Handbuch der Einleitung in die Apohryphen. Zweite

Abtheilung. Das vierte BuchEsra. Zum erstenmale vollstandig heramyegehen,

als altester Commentar zum Neuen Testament. Tubingen, 1863, S. 396, Anm.

2. Also the same work, Dritter Band. Mose, Prophetic und Himmelfahrt,

eine Quelle fur das Neue Testament, zum ersten Male deutseh herausgegeben,

im Zusammenhang der Apokrypha und der Christologie uberhaupt. Leipzig,

1867. S. 58.

2 Div. Inst. i. 6.

3 See Lucke, Mint in die Offenb. i. S. 84.
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adopted by the Jewish and Christian authors of those

which we now possess. At a time when rationalistic ex-

planations were given of the old mythology, and mono-
theistic belief was making way among the educated classes,

it was not unnatural that a Jew who believed that God
was accessible to all, and indeed dwelt 'in all mortals,' 1

should seek to address the Grecian world in the name of

its own mysterious prophetess, and, making her a pro-

phetess of the true God, appeal through this accepted

medium to the common conscience of mankind.

Section IV.

—

The Book of Enoch.

On the Book ofEnoch we must bestow a more lengthened

consideration, both on account of the interesting nature

of its contents and on account of the great diversity of

opinion which prevails as to its origin and date. If it

could be proved to be in its entirety a Jewish work pro-

ceeding from the time of the Maccabees, its Messianic

doctrine would be of the highest value as indicating the

belief of at least a section of the Jews in the pre-Christian

period. But when we find that not only does such an

orthodox writer as Philippi regard it as wholly Christian,

but such an able critic as Hilgenfeld, followed by Colani

and others, considers the most Messianic portion to be from

a Christian hand, while Volkmar, though accepting in part

its Jewish origin, places it as late as 132 a.d., and supposes

that it has been involuntarily coloured by Christian teach-

ing, and those who contend for the earliest date admit that

it has been interpolated with Christian phrases, we cannot

but feel that it is impossible to accept it on the mere

1 See Fragment I. of the Procemiuni, y. 18. Tlaci fipoToio-iv (va>v to

KpirijpLov ev (pat Koiva. Otto adopts the emendation of Maranus, vepcov for

ivcav. See his edition of Thcophilus of Antioch, ii. 36
;
n. 16.

C
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authority of critics as a trustworthy evidence of Jewish

belief before the time of Christ.

It is only in recent times that these questions have

come under discussion ; for no Greek copy of the Book

of Enoch has survived, and it was long supposed that the

work had been irrecoverably lost. A few Greek frag-

ments, indeed, had been discovered in the Chronographia

of Georgius Syncellus, a Byzantine monk about the

end of the eighth century. 1 But in 1773, Bruce, the

celebrated traveller, brought three iEthiopic copies from

Abyssinia. One of these, a magnificent copy, in quarto,

he consigned to the library at Paris. A second, which

he took home, was in a collection of the books of Scrip-

ture, ' standing,' he says, ' immediately before the book of

Job, which is its proper place in the Abyssinian canon.' 2

The third he presented to the Bodleian Library. Several

other manuscripts have since that time been found in

Abyssinia. For many years this literary treasure was

allowed to rest undisturbed in the libraries. At length,

in 1800, Silvestre de Sacy published in the Magasin

Encyclopedique s a notice of the book, together with

a Latin translation of the first three chapters, of the

6th to the 16th inclusive, and of the 22nd and 32nd,

from the Paris manuscript. The first complete edition

appeared in the form of an English translation by Lau-

rence in 1821. 4 Dr. Hoffmann, of Jena, was the first to

brins the labours of Laurence before the attention of

1 These, with one exception, have their counterparts in the IEthiopic

translation.

2 Quoted by Laurence, 3rd edition, Preliminary Dissertation, p. xiv.

3 An. vi. torn. i. p. 382 sq., referred to by Laurence.

4 Second edition, 1833, third 1838. < The Book of Enoch the Prophet

:

an apocryphal production, supposed for ages to have been lost ; but discovered

at the clos) of the last century in Abyssinia ; now first translated from an

Ethiopic MS. in the Bodleian Library. By Richard Laure.ice, LL.D.

Oxford.' My references are to the third edition.



ch. i. THE BOOK OF ENOCH. 19

German scholars. 1 He translated the English version of

the first fifty-five chapters into German, 1 and enriched it

with an introduction and commentary. The first part,

embracing these fifty-five chapters, was published in

1833 ; the second, in which the editor made use of

a newly-acquired manuscript, and translated from the

original JEthiopic,3 appeared in 1838. Gforer translated

the English into Latin for his Prophetae Yeteres Pseude-

pigraphi, 1840. Dilhnann published the ^Ethiopic text in

1851,4 and a German translation, with introduction and

commentary, in 1853. This last edition still holds its

place as the best representative of the ^Ethiopic version.

As the value which we attach to this work depends

largely on the answer which we give to the question

whether it is the production of one or of several authors,

it is necessary to take a survey of its contents. It will

be best to do this in the first instance without inserting

any explanations or inferences of our own. The division

into chapters is rather differently given in different manu-

scripts ; but we shall follow that which Dilhnann has

preferred. According to his arrangement there are one

hundred and eight chapters, occupying eighty octavo

pages ; and as the chapters are of very unequal length,

from a few lines to several pages, I will refer not only to

them, but to the pages of Dillmann's edition.

The first five chapters (pp. 1-2) form a general intro-

duction to the work. The first three lines seem like a

1 Das Buch Henoch in vollstandiyer Uebersctzung mit fortlaufendem

Commentar , ausfilhrlivhcr Einleitunc/ unci erlduternden Eicursen, von Andreas
Gottlieb Hoffmann. Erste Abth. Kap. 1-55, Jena 1833. Zweite Abth.
1838. This was intended as a first volume of a work on Die Apokcdyptiker

dei- altern, Zeit unter Juden und Christen ; but a second volume never

appeared.
2 Erste Abth. Vorrede, S. xiii.

s Zweite Abth. Vorrede, S. iv-v.
4 See the Vorwort to his Das Buch Henoch, iibersetzt unci erkldrt, 1853.

c 2
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title or superscription :
—

' The words of blessing of

Enoch, wherewith he blessed the elect and righteous,

who shall exist in the day of trouble, when all wicked

and godless men shall be removed.' In the next verse

the writer parses without any mark of transition from

his own words to those of Enoch, and the narrative then

proceeds in the first person. We should observe, how-

ever, that this changes to the third in different places

throughout the book, so that there is no consistent

attempt to conceal the later hand of an editor. Enoch

declares that he saw a vision in the heavens, shown to

him by the angels ; but what he saw was not for the

present, but for distant generations. He spoke with God

about the elect, and learned that he would come down

upon Mount Sinai, and execute judgment ; and then the

elect should be blessed, but the godless destroyed. He

observed everything in heaven and on earth, and perceived

that every work of God went on regularly, without

transgressing its laws. He specifies the lights in heaven,

summer and winter, water, clouds, dew, rain, trees (of

which fourteen are evergreen), and again the days of

the summer with the heat of the sun, seas and rivers.

' But you,' he says, ' have not persevered, and have not

fulfilled, but transgressed, the law of the Lord.' There-

fore the sinners should receive everlasting condemna-

tion, and find no favour. But the righteous should not

be punished their life long, but should complete the

number of the days of their life, and become old in

peace ; and of the years of their happiness there should

be many ' in everlasting delight and peace, their whole

life long.'

After this general introduction, the first main division

of the book embraces chapters vi.-xxxvi. ; for the thirty-

seventh chapter begins—'The second vision of wisdom
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which Enoch saw.' This larger section, however, easily

foils into three subdivisions.

The first section (vi.-xi., pp. 8-6) contains the his-

tory of the fall of the angels, with its immediate con-

sequences. Two hundred angels resolved to take wives

from among the daughters of men ; and as a consequence

of this purpose, they became the parents of giants, whose

height was 3,000 yards. 1 These giants having consumed

all the substance of mankind, proceeded to devour men

themselves. Several of the bad angels taught men the

arts of war, luxury, and magic, and it was a time of

great corruption. The cry of perishing men, however,

attracted the attention of Michael, Gabriel, Surjan, and

Urjan, and they laid the case before God. An angel

was accordingly despatched to the son of Lamech to

warn him of the flood. Another was sent to bind

Azazel in a dark opening in the desert till the day of

judgment, Gabriel was to set the giants to destroy one

another. Michael was to bury the fallen angels under

the hills of the earth for seventy generations, till the day

of judgment, when they should be sent into the fiery

abyss for ever. This should take place ' at the end of all

generations.' Every evil work should come to an end, and

' the plant of righteousness ' should appear. Then all the

righteous should live till they begat a thousand children,

and should ' complete all the days of their youth and their

sabbath in peace.' The earth should be very fruitful, so

that of every seed one measure should yield ten thousand
;

and one measure of olives should produce ten presses

of oil. And all the children of men should become

righteous, and all peoples give honour and praise to God.

The account in this section, we should observe, appears

1 One MS. has 300. In the Greek fragment the measure is omitted, so

that this extravagance may he an interpo'ation. See Dillmann in looo.
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throughout to be related by the editor, aud is not put

into the mouth of Enoch.

In the next section (xii.-xvi., 6-10) Enoch is again

introduced. ' Before all this happened Enoch was con-

cealed, and none of the children of men knew where he

was concealed and where he dwelt, and what had be-

come of him. And all his doing was with the holy ones,

and with the watchers during his life.' After this prefa-

tory notice, Enoch proceeds to tell how the good angels

sent him to those that had fallen, to announce to them

the impending judgment. Terrified, they asked him to

prepare for them a petition. He did so ; but as he read

it, he fell asleep, and had a vision of judgment. He in-

formed the sinning angels that their petition was refused-

He then relates how he had seen a vision of God Himself,

and had heard from Him the answer which he was to

bear to the watchers.

The next section (xvii.-xxxvi., 10-18) describes the

journeys of Enoch under the guidance of angels, and his

initiation into various wonders of nature. These stand

in relation to the moral government of the universe, and

the future judgment is not forgotten. The stars are re-

garded as living beings ; and in a desolate place he saw

seven stars bound on account of their sin. Uriel in-

formed him that they had transgressed the command of

God. and should be bound there for 10,000 worlds, the

number of the days of their guilt (xxi.). In the course

of his wanderings, he ' went to the middle of the earth,

and saw a blessed and fruitful place, where there were

branches which struck root and sprouted out of a tree

that had been hewn down.' 1 A geographical description

1 The fallen tree must denote the Israelites. Another reading, however,

gives the sense of ' planted trees/ so that the description would refer merely

to the fruitfulness of the place. See Dillmann in loco.
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follows, by which Jerusalem is unmistakeably identified

;

and he is told by Uriel, in answer to his inquiry about

one of the valleys, that ' this accursed valley ' is destined

for those who shall be cursed for ever, and that for the

punishment of the wicked those who find pity shall praise

the Lord, the eternal king (xxvi -xxvii.). Towards the

end of this section, he relates how he saw in the east

the ends of the earth, whereon the heaven rests, and the

gates of heaven ; and he then proceeds in these words

(which are important for the criticism of the book) :
' I

saw how the stars of heaven come forth, and counted the

gates out of which they come, and wrote down all their

exits, of eacli one separately, according to their number,

their names, their connection, their position, their time

and their months, as the angel Uriel who was with me

showed me. He showed me everything, and wrote it

down for me ; also he wrote down their names for me,

and their laws, and their functions ' (xxxiii.). In the

three short chapters that remain, he tells how he saw in

the north the three gates of the north wind, in the west

three gates answering to those in the east, in the south

the three gates of the south wind ; and returning to the

east, he praised the Lord of glory.

The second part, formally introduced as above stated,

includes chapters xxxvii.-lxxi. (pp. 18-41). The charac-

teristic contents of this part may be described generally, as

relating to the ideal future. The writer himself divides

it into three ' similitudes,' or figurative addresses. The

first extends from xxxviii. to xliv. inclusive (18-22). In

this Enoch describes the heavenly abodes of the righteous,

speaks of the four angels of the highest God, and refers

to 'all the secrets of heaven,' thunder and lightning,

winds, clouds and dew, hail and mist, sun and moon.

With his notice of these things he interweaves moral
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reflections ; and he finds in the stars, so faithful in their

relations to one another, an image of the righteous who

dwell on earth, and believe on the name of the Lord of

the spirits to all eternity.

The second figurative address (xlv.-lvii. 22-28) re-

lates to the future judgment, with its consequences to

righteous and unrighteous, and treats particularly of the

person and office of the ' Son of man.' The details of this

portion, as they will be the subject of special criticism,

may be reserved for future consideration. It should be

noticed, however, that chapters liv. and lv. refer to the

flood as 'the penal judgment of the Lord of the spirits/

and as destined to take place ' in those days.'

The third address (lviii.-lxix. 28-40) professes to be

about the righteous and the elect ; but various matters

are spoken of, and the connection is not very carefully

observed. We must notice particularly that in ch. lxv.

Noah is introduced and becomes the narrator ; and this

Noachic section extends into ch. lxix. (35-40). In ch. lx.

also, Noah is evidently the speaker (see v. 8), though his

name does not occur.

The two following chapters (lxx., lxxi. 40, 41) form a

conclusion for the whole Book of Similitudes. Enoch is

declared to be ' the son of man who has been born to

righteousness,' on whom ' righteousness dwells,' and

whom ' the righteousness of the Head of days does not

forsake
;

' and he is assured that in the future world

the righteous shall dwell with him for ever and ever.

With lxxii. (p. 42) another division of the work clearly

begins, for it is marked by its own separate title, which

runs thus :
—

' The book about the revolution of the lights

of heaven, how each is circumstanced, according to their

classes, according to their dominion and their time, ac-

cording to their names and places of nativity, and accord-
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ing to their months, which their leader, the holy angel

Uriel who was with me, showed me ; and their whole

description, how they are circumstanced, he showed me,

and how all the years of the world are circumstanced

for ever, until the new creation which endures for ever is

created.' The range of this title seems to me to extend

to the close of xci., for the latter part of it may fairly

be applied to the historical visions, and there is nothing

like a fresh title till we reach xcii. We may, however,

conveniently follow Dillmann's arrangement, according to

which lxxii.-lxxxii. (42-53) constitute a third division,

which again distributes itself into three sections.

The first of these, Ixxii.-lxxv. (42-47) treats of the

sun and moon. We need not dwell on the details of this

portion, which are to a great extent founded on obser-

vation. Some of the inferences, however, are not very

sound. The author clearly regards the earth as a disk,

over which rises the solid hemisphere of the sky, with its

gates and windows. The wind drives the chariots of the

sun, which at night returns by the north from west to

east. We should observe that the longest day is repre-

sented as being exactly twice the length of the night

(lxxii. 14).

The mention of the apertures ' for the winds and the

spirit of the dew,' prepares us for the second section

(lxxvi., lxxvii. 47, 48), which relates to the winds, and

brings in an allusion to se^en mountains, rivers, and

islands.

The third section (lxxviii.-lxxxii., 49-53) returns to

the sun and moon, and gives their names and their re-

lation to one another. After Uriel had shown all the

heavenly secrets to Enoch, he told him that ' in the days

of the sinners ' everything on earth should be changed,

and the moon no longer appear at its proper times ; and
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having done so, he desired him to ' observe the writing of

the heavenly tablets, and mark every particular.' Enoch

states that he did so, and c read the book and all its con-

tents, all the deeds of men, and all born of the flesh who

shall be upon the earth until the remotest generations.'

When he had praised the Lord, ' those three holy ones
'

brought him and set him on the earth before the door of

his house, and told him that he should be left for a year,

during which time he was to teach Methuselah and all his

children. In lxxxii., which might, I think, be as appro-

priately reckoned in the next division, Enoch begins an

address to Methuselah, which he opens by desiring him

to keep the writings which he gives him, and hand them

down to coming generations ; and then, in connection

with the writings, he returns once more to the heavenly

bodies. This last circumstance furnishes a plausible

reason for connecting this chapter with those which have

preceded ; but its ambiguous position confirms our re-

mark that there is no real pause in the narrative at this

place.

The fourth division (lxxxii i.-xci. 53-67) describes

two visions which Enoch saw before he ' took a wife,' and

which he relates in continuation of his address to Methu-

selah. This part also may be divided into three sections.

The first two chapters (lxxxiii., lxxxiv. 53-55) contain

the first vision, in which he saw the earth swallowed up

in a great deep, and Enoch's prayer that some of his

posterity might be spared. Chapters Ixxxv-xc. (55-65)

contain the second vision, in which the world's history is

symbolically described down to its great consummation.

As the question of date depends largely on the interpreta-

tion of this vision, we need not dwell further upon it at

present. A third section is formed by xci. 1-11, and

contains a hortatory address of Enoch to his children,
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founded on the previous visions. The rest of this chapter,

unless we except the last two verses, which may belong

to the previous passage, refers to the eighth and succeed-

ing weeks of the world's history, and seems evidently to

have been misplaced,—unless, indeed, this remark should

be applied rather to its preceding context, which is found

in xciii.

The fifth division (xcii.-cv. 67-77) is said to be
4 written by Enoch the writer,' and to contain the doc-

trine of wisdom, and is mainly hortatory in its character.

He predicts the resurrection of the just and the disap-

pearance of sin ; but after a very short chapter, xciii.

states that 'Enoch began to give an account out of the

books,' and to relate what had appeared to him in the

heavenly vision, and what he had learned out of the

tablets of heaven. Then follows the description of the

world's weeks, to which the fragment in xci. obviously

belongs. Next come the admonitions, in which at first

he alternately exhorts the righteous and denounces woe
upon the wicked (xciv.-xcvii. 68-71). He then addresses

himself to the sinful (xcviii.-cii. 71-75), and finally in

words of advice and consolation to the righteous (cii. 4-

cv. pp. 75-77). In the last-mentioned section he swears

in the most solemn manner, that he knows the secret of

which he speaks, and has seen the book of the holy ones,

and thereon it was written that all good and joy and

honour were prepared for the spirits of those who have

died in righteousness, and therefore the righteous were to

have no fear. For a moment near the end he turns to

warn the sinners that light and darkness, day and night,

see all their sins. His last secret is that ' to the righteous

and wise will the books be given for joy and righteous-

ness and much wisdom ; to them will the books be given,

and they will believe on them and rejoice in them, and
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all the righteous who have learned therefrom all the ways

of righteousness shall receive the reward.' A few lines

put into the mouth of the Lord close the section. In

these are the words, ' for I and my Son will join ourselves

with them for ever and ever.'

The book might seem now to have reached its close ;

but unexpectedly Enoch proceeds to relate the circum-

stances attending the birth of Noah, and to describe the

supernatural appearance of the infant and his own pre-

diction of the deluge (cvi., cvii. 78, 79). Lastly comes

' another writing which Enoch wrote for his son Methu-

selah, and for those who shall come after him, and observe

the law in the last days.' Here he seems to be again on

his journey with the angels, and he sees a place of burn-

ing fire destined for the spirits of the sinful, of those

' who do evil and alter all that God spoke through the

mouth of the prophets about future things.' He is also

told of the blessings of the righteous ; and with a brief

contrast between the shining of the righteous and the

darkness into which the wicked shall be thrown the book

closes.

From the above survey of the contents it is apparent

that, while our opinion about the date of the wTork depends

mainly on our interpretation of the fourth division (includ-

ing the fragment about the world's weeks in the fifth), the

most important Messianic passages are contained in the

second ; and therefore our first question is whether the

second and fourth parts proceed from the same author,

and if not, whether there is anything to prove that the

second is earlier than the fourth. Now, in regard to the

authorship of the whole work, three distinct views may
be entertained. It may be supposed that the book is the

production of a single author, and has been preserved

in its integrity down to our own time ; or, secondly, that
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it is substantially from one author, but has been more or

less corrupted by later interpolations ; or thirdly, that it

consists of a series of tracts from different hands, pieced

together into one work by a compiler.

The first view is maintained by Philippi. 1 This writer

bases his conclusion upon the unity of plan which per-

vades the several parts of the work ; but I cannot think

that he contributes much to the criticism of the subject,

or adequately meets the difficulties which stand in the

way of his theory ; and as his volume has left no per-

manent impression upon the literature of the question, we

need not further consider it.
2

Of the second view we may take Dillmann as the

representative. He also infers the substantial unity of

authorship from the unity of plan, and from the fact that

there is throughout a natural progress and an inartificial

transition from one part to another ; and he endeavours

to establish this view by a careful analysis of the contents,

and by tracing the relation of each part to the general

aim of the writer. 3 He seeks, however, to distinguish

from the original work some considerable interpolations.

First, he classes together as ' historical additions,' which

he ascribes collectively to the same later author, the

following passages :—vi.-xvi. relating to the fell of the

angels and subsequent events, which he thinks have taken

the place of a rejected section of the original work ; xciii.

andxci. 12-17, describing the weeks of the world's history

;

1 Das Buck Henoch, scin Zeitalter unci scin Vtrhaltniss zum Judasbrufe.

1868.
3 Philippi was preceded by Hofmann in the ascription of the book to a

Christian author. See Schiirer's Lehrbuch der neutestamentlichcn Ziitgc-

schichte, 1874, S. 525. Hofmann's views are expressed in an aiticle in the

Zeitschr. der deutschen morgenland. Gcscllsch. Bd. vi. 1852, S. 87-01

(Schiirer, S. 521).
3 Das Buck Henoch, Einleitung-, S. i.-xxxiv. For a summary of his

arguments, see S. v. vi. xxxiii. xxxiv.
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and cvi., cvii., about the birth of Noah. 1 He believes that

a still later interpolator inserted the ' Noachic additions,'

liv. 7-lv. 2, lx., andlxv.-lxix. 25, relating to the flood. To

the same author he attributes lxx., and either to the

same author, or at least to the same circle of thought,

xx., upon the names of the angels ;
lxxxii. 9-20, re-

lating to the regulation of the stars and the seasons ;
and

lxxv. 5, about the winds and dew. Finally, he ascribes

cviii. to yet another hand. 2 It is not necessary for us to

follow him through the details of his argument. We may

admit at once that a general survey of the work brings

before us a sufficient unity of plan to suggest a prevailing

identity of authorship. But, on the other hand, the con-

catenation of thought is not so close that it is impossible

to leave out any considerable section without rendering

the remainder of the book unintelligible. Dillmann him-

self admits that the work has been subject to serious

tampering in the way both of interpolation and of

omission. We may remark also that compositions of this

kinc^ which are really anonymous, though flung upon

the world in the name of some ancient worthy, and

which are designed, not to win a literary reputation, but

to accomplish some political or religious purpose, are much

more likely than literature of a higher class, and published

with the author's name, to be dealt with freely, and

altered to suit the wants of successive times. The fact,

moreover, that Georgius Syncellus quotes ' from the first

book of Enoch,' a passage which is not contained in the

iEthiopic translation, is an external evidence that the work

was not secure against serious variations in its trans-

mission. We must, therefore, judge each section upon

its own merits ; and if we find traces of different dates or

conflicting opinions, we shall hardly feel that the general

1 S. vii., viii. and xxxiv.-xxxyiii. 2 S. viii. ix. and xxxviii-xl.
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thread of connection is such as to justify us in driving

these into forced reconciliation. 1

Ewald is the most celebrated supporter of the third

view. 2 According to him the Similitudes (xxxvii.-lxxi.)

are the earliest portion of the complex work. They,

however, comprise only part of the original treatise, and

have been interpolated by the compiler with sections from

later writings. The interpolated passages are the follow-

ing :— xxxix. l-2a, liv. 7-lv. 2, lx. 1-10, 24, 25, lxiv.-

lxix. 14. 3 The second of the three parts he believes to

have been more fully preserved than the other two, which

have suffered from abbreviations. Some passages are

shown by their present want of connection to have been

transposed. 4 He confidently assigns the priority to this

book, not on account of any marks of date which it con-

tains, but purely on grounds of literary estimate, on

account of the freshness of its inspiration, and the creative

power manifested in its thought and language. He
observes also that the writer's threats are directed against

the outward enemies of the people ; and these naturally

belong to an earlier period than warnings against internal

dissentions and corruption. The second author directed

his composition against the inward foes, and, for an ex-

ample suitable to his purpose, turned to the story of the

1 Dillmann himself retracted this view at a later time, and admitted that

after the withdrawal of the Noachic portions, the remainder of the book
must have been made up out of at least two, if not three writings. In doing

so he accepted Ewald's opinion that the Similitudes are the earliest work,

and proceeded from the first decade of the Asinonseans. The whole work
in its present form lie believes to be pre-Ohris ian, as there is no reference to

the power of the Romans. See his article, ' Pseudepigraphen des A.TV in

Herzog's Encyldopadie, vol. xii., 18(30, S. 309 ; and his article ' Henoch," in

Schenkel's Bibel-Lexikon, vol. iii. 1871, S. 12, 13.
2 See his Abhandlung iiber des athiopisehen Baches Henokh Entstehung,

Sinn, unci Zusammensetzung, 1854. Geschiehte des T'olkes Israel, iv. S. 451

sq., dritte Ausgabe, 1864.
3 Ahh. S. 14, Anm. 4 Abh. S. 18.
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giants. The work, as far as can be gathered from its

present mutilated and interpolated condition, comprised

an introduction, i -v. ; an account of the fall of the angels,

vi. 1, 2, vii. 1-6, viii. 4, ix. 1-6, 8-11, x. 4-10, 12-xi. 2,

xh.-xvi. ; a transition section, the fragment of Georgius

Syncellus not found in the iEthiopic text, lxxxi. 1-1,

and lxxxiv; and lastly, what Ewald calls the second half,

xci. 3-cv., which, though nearly in their original connec-

tion, are not without a few transpositions. Ewald believes

that this writer betrays an intimate acquaintance with the

previous one ; but he gives hardly any evidence in support

of his view, and adduces much more striking instances of

independence than of imitation. 1 A third author under-

took to explain the secrets of creation ; but we possess

only the remnants of his great work, entitled,
c Book of

discourses of Enoch to his son Methuselah.' These

remnants are xx.-xxxvi. ; lxxiii.-lxxxii. (with the excep-

tion of lxxxi. 1-4
; by no means without mutilations and

transpositions, and wanting the whole second half of the

book on the 'lights of heaven'); lxxxiii.-xc. (in which

lxxxiv. is borrowed from the second author); and cvi.,

cvii. This third work received from a later hand cviii.

The partial dependence of this book on the two previous

ones is affirmed rather than proved. 2 The circle of

Enoch -books is now fully described ; but in imitation of

these a later author composed a Noah-book, for the pur-

pose of drawing a comparison between the primitive

judgment by the deluge and the final judgment of the

world. Fragments of this work are found scattered

through our present Book of Enoch. They are vi.

3-8, ix. 1, 7, x. 1-3, 11. 22b, (in ix. 1 only the names

of the angels), liv. 7-lv. 2, xvii.-xix., Ix. 1-10, 24,

25, lxiv. lxv.-lxix. 1, and lxix. 2-1 6a, (which was

originally nearer the beginning). The author made use

1 Abh., S. 40. 2 Abh., S. 55, 50.
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of the three Enoch-books, but principally the first, which

he diligently endeavours to imitate in his diction. 1 Lastly,

our present work was compiled by an author who was

anxious to preserve what was most important in the books

just enumerated, and to add some little of his own.

Ewald ingeniously traces the mode of his compilation,

and the grounds for his selection of the various parts.2

This work obtained the public favour, and the originals

sank into disuse and disappeared.

The above criticism of Ewald's does not appear to me
calculated to carry conviction to the mind. The evi-

dences of the separate authorship of the several fragments

are not very cogent. It seems extremely unsafe to de-

termine the relative dates of a series of writings merely

by their literary characteristics. One cannot see why the

most original in style and thought should be necessarily

the most original in time ; and it is not alleged that there

are such plain references from one to another as to place

the question of priority beyond reasonable doubt. The

one result that appears to be established with some degree

of certainty is this : that the present iEthiopic text does

not correctly represent the earliest Book of Enoch ; but

that this book, whatever may have been its compass, has

been subjected to both omissions and interpolations. If

this be so, we can feel but little confidence in the

genuineness of casual expressions ; and I think it is quite

arbitrary to assume that the work of the pre-Christian

compiler has remained untouched, and to maintain the

integrity, for instance, of the clause in which the Messiah

is styled ' the Word.' 3 As the book was principally used

by the Christians of the earlier centuries, and as we owe

its preservation to a Christian Church, it surely may have

borrowed something from the medium of its transmission,

1 Abh., S. 58. 2 Abh., S. 65, sq.
3 Abh., S. 55, Anm. 1.

D
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even if we do not suppose the original documents to have

been exposed to such violent treatment as Ewald's theory

suggests.

Iii this connection the views of one of the most recent

writers on the subject, B. Tideman, 1 deserve to be noticed.

His chief contribution 2
to the criticism of the work

consists in his suggestion that chapters lxxxiii.-xci., in

which is included the historical vision, do not belong to

the original book, but were added not many years after

its first publication by an Essenic writer. His argument

turns chiefly on the fact that Enoch is said to have had

the dreams which he relates in these chapters before he

was taken up into heaven, and thus the natural order is

disturbed by a new and unexpected narrative. Enoch

had just seen ' all the deeds of men ' described upon the

' heavenly tablets,' and we expect his predictions of the

future destinies of mankind to be based on what he had

there read. Now this expectation is fulfilled in xciii.,

where he begins to forecast the events of the successive

weeks of the world's history in accordance with what he

had learned ' from the tablets of heaven.' If, therefore,

we simply omit the dream-visions, the connection is

restored. These chapters are also said to be in some

respects inconsistent with other portions of the work. In

the earlier part of the book Enoch first obtains his super-

natural knowledge when he is taken up to heaven
;

whereas here he speaks of dreams that he had before he

1 See his article, ' De Apocalypse van Henoch en het Essenisme/ in the

Thcologisch Tijdschrift, Mei 1875.
2 I learn, however, from Schiirer (Lehrh. der neut. Zeitg. S. 528) that

Sieffert, whose treatise I have not seen, regarded lxxxii.-xc. as an interpola-

tion, composed in 108 B.C. Sieffert's treatise is entitled, Nonnulla ad

apocryphi libri Henochi originem et compositionem necnon ad opiniones de

regno Messiano eo prolatas p.rtine?itia, Regimonti Pr. 1867. It will be re-

membered also that Ewald regards the dream-vision as later than the revela-

tion of the weeks.
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was married, and apparently in his childhood. Accord-

ing to the first chapter * the judgment was to be held on

Mount Sinai ; but here the spot selected is ' the lovely

land,' Palestine. 2 And again, the rejection of the second

temple at the time of the judgment 3
is hardly consistent

with the description in xci. 13, where it is said that in

the eighth week ' a house shall be built to the great kins

for ever and ever.' This last difficulty, however, is not

very serious, for in both passages the ideal temple suited

to the Messianic period is spoken of, and its erection

implies the previous disappearance of the old one. In

regard to the judgment, too, it should be observed that

in the account of the weeks several judgments are men-
tioned. In the eighth week a sword shall be given to the

righteous to execute judgment upon the wicked. In the

ninth ' the righteous judgment ' shall be manifested to the

whole world. And towards the end of the tenth week the

judgment for ever, which shall be held upon the watchers,

shall take place. 4 Now only a single judgment, prepara-

tory to the Messianic time, is mentioned in the dream-

vision ; and as this was intended specially for the benefit

of the Israelites, it is naturally represented as taking place

in Palestine.5 The other difficulties are more serious,

and may at least induce us to hesitate before we accept

the dream-vision as part of the original treatise. The

decision of this question is not important ; for if the his-

torical vision does not belong to the context in which it

is found, it is certainly a later interpolation, and there-

1
i. 4. 2 xc. 20. 3 xc. 28. 4 xci. 12-15.

5 Kustlin escapes the difficulty by supposing that the mountain in the

south was only the place where God would descend to the earth, but not

the spot where the judgment would beheld. See his articles, 'Ueber die

Entstehung des Buchs Henoch/ in the Theologisehe Jahrbiicher, Tubingen,

185G ; S. 257. It must be confessed, however, that it requires some forcing

to harmonize the picture of a single judgment with that of three widely

separated from one another. See Kostlin, S. 257 sq.

d 2
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fore its date fixes a chronological limit for the earliest

work.

We need not criticise the other parts of Tideman's

view, but simply present a summary of his conclusions.

The oldest book contains i.-xvi. ; xx.-xxxvi. ; lxxii.-

lxxxii. ; xciii. ; xci. 12-19 ; xcii. ; xciv.-cv., and is from

the hand of a Pharisee, between 153 and 135 B.C. The

second book comprises lxxxiii.-xci., and is the work of

an Essene between 134 and 106 B.C.
1 Thirdly comes an

Apocalypse of Noah, xvii.-xix. ; xli. 3-9 ; xliii. 1, 2
;

xliv. ; liv. 7-lv. 2
;

2
lix. ; lx. ; lxv.-lxix. 25 ; Ixx. ; cvi.

;

cvii. This was written after 80 a.d. by a person versed

in the Jewish Gnosticism and the Cabbala. 3 The Simili-

tudes, including xxxvii.-lxxi. with the exception of the

parts belonging to the Apocalypse of Noah, are from

a Christian of the days of Domitian or Trajan, 90-100 a.d.

Lastly comes the final redactor, the author of cviii., a

Christian Gnostic of the tendency of Saturninus, after

125 A.D.

In regard to a book which is all but universally ad-

mitted to have been seriously tampered with, it is im-

possible to feel great confidence in the detailed distribu-

tion of its parts among several authors. I think, how-

1 The supposition that the writer was an Essene is founded on the

contempt which he displays for the fecond temple (p. 279-280). But this

contempt may have "been felt by others "besides Essenes, and certainly the

language of Enoch is not stronger than that of the prophet Malachi, i. 7 sq.

Tideman might also have referred to the fact that Enoch is said to have had

the dreams before his marriage (lxxxiii. 2), as though there were some con-

nection between celibacy and the power of prediction. If in these indica-

tions we may detect an Essenic tendency, yet far stronger evidence would

be required to justify us in regarding these chapters as an emanation from

one of the separatist communities, and as a trustworthy expression of the

hopes and fancies of the Essenes.
2 I give what seems to be intended : but there are a few misprints in the

numbers.
3 To which he ascribes the statements about Leviathan and Behemoth

in lx. See p. 288.
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ever, that we may fairly accept Tideman's arrangement

of the original book as substantially correct. 1 For prac-

tical purposes we may include with this the dream-visions,

which, at all events, belong very nearly to the same

period ; and in proceeding to discuss the date of the

earliest work we must attend first and chiefly to the long

historical vision, which contains the clearest intimations

on the subject. The origin and date of the Similitudes

will be reserved for separate consideration.

The vision
2
traces the history of mankind, so far as it

is connected with that of the Israelites, from the time of

Adam down to the great consummation of human affairs.

The chosen people are represented symbolically in the

form of sheep, and their enemies appear as various wild

animals. Down to the time of the Captivity the allusions

are easily understood ; but from this point the descrip-

tion is much more obscure. Shortly before the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem the Lord of the sheep called seventy

shepherds, and committed to them the sheep, with in-

structions to destroy as many as they were ordered. It

was, however, foreseen that they would exceed their in-

structions ; and the Lord, accordingly, ' called another,'

and desired him to keep a book, and to enter how many
sheep every shepherd killed by order, and how many for

his own pleasure. This account was to be kept secret

from the shepherds, but to be laid before the Lord.

Then follows a plain allusion to the destruction of

Jerusalem, and the sufferings of the Captivity ; and after-

wards 4 the book was read before the Lord of the sheep,

1 His results, with the exception of the removal of the dream-visions,

agree closely with those obtained by the careful examination of Kostlin,

who supposes the original book to have contained i.-xvi., xxi.-xxxvi., lxxii.-

cv., 1. c. S. 249-264. Hi'genfeld, in his Jiicl. Apok., accepts this arrange-

ment, except that he includes chapter xx.
2 lxxxv.-xc.
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and he took the book in his hand, and read it, and sealed

it, and laid it down.' 1 At that time the shepherds had

tended for twelve hours ; and immediately follows a re-

ference to the return from the Captivity and the rebuild-

ing of Jerusalem and the Temple, or ' high tower,' as the

latter is called. But this was a mere nominal ' high

tower,' and all the bread on the table before it was de-

filed. The eyes of the sheep were blinded, and many

were given up to be destroyed by the shepherds, and they

all scattered themselves on the field, and mixed them-

selves with the wild animals. Then the writer again

brought the book to the Lord, who took it and laid it

down. In this way thirty-six (or thirty-five)
2 shepherds

tended the sheep ; and afterwards ' others received them

into their power.' The animals that tormented them are

now represented as birds of prey led by the eagles.

These birds devoured the sheep until twenty-three shep-

herds had fulfilled their commission, and so completed

' fifty-eight times.' From this point commences the work

of recovery. ' Little lambs were born from those white

sheep, and they began to open their eyes.'
3 At first

they cried in vain to the sheep, and the ravens flew upon

them, and took one of them. Horns grew upon them,

which the ravens threw down, until a great horn grew,

and at last the eyes of the sheep were opened. Then

began a terrible conflict ; but the ravens could effect

nothing against that horn. In answer to a cry for help

' that man who wrote down the names of the shepherds
'

came to the assistance of the young ram ; and finally the

Lord of the sheep himself came in anger, while the birds

1 lxxxix. 71.
2 The number here, which in the yEthiopic is either 36 or 37, is probably

corrupt, as the addition of 23 is said to raise the total to 58 ; xc. 5. The
division of the seventy apparently is meant to be 12 + 23 + 23 + 12.

3 xc. 6.
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of prey were aided in their war by ' all the sheep of the

field.' We have now clearly entered on the apocalyptic

portion of the dream ; and it is generally agreed that the

interpretation of the great horn must decide the date of

the author.

In the explanation of this dream, we may regard it as

certain that the seventy shepherds cannot include the

native rulers of the Israelites, but refer exclusively to the

period of heathen domination. The former view was,

indeed, maintained by Laurence, 1 who was followed by

Hoffmann 2 and Gfrorer

;

3 but the time at which the shep-

herds are introduced is inconsistent with this supposition,

and one cannot, readily believe that the most theocratic of

Jewish writers would consign all the kings after Solomon

indiscriminately to the fiery abyss.
4 With the rejection

of this interpretation, we abandon also the ascription of

the book to the time of Herod the Great. Far more

probable is the view supported by Ewald 5 and Dill-

mann,6
that the author belongs to the time of John Hyr-

canus, 135-106 B.C.
7 The seventy shepherds are divided

by the writer himself into three groups, by his references

to the books in which their names were kept. The first

group lasts for twelve hours ; and as each shepherd has

his fixed time, twelve shepherds must be included in the

group. These may be found in five Assyrian, three

Chalda3an, and four Egyptian kings. The next group

brings us to the end of thirty-six, or, as it probably ought

to be, thirty-five shepherds, who completed each his time.

The second group, therefore, consists of twenty-three, re-

1 Prelim. Dissertation, p. xxxii. sq.

2 Das Buck Henoch, Einleit. S. 24-5.
3 Das Jahrhundert des Heils, 1838 ; Erste Abth. S. 96 sq.

4 See xc. 25. 5 Abhandlung, S. 41 sq., esp. S. 54. See also S. 7S.

6 Comment, in loco.

7 In the synopsis of their views I omit minor differences,
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presenting twenty-three kings of the Persian period. The

remaining thirty-five, who are so expressly marked as

different from the others, must stand for the Graeco-

Macedonian dominion. These again are subdivided into

twenty-three—the Ptolemies, the Seleucids, and the

Macedonian kings, down to the time of Antiochus Epi-

phanes—and twelve, the Syrian line from the last-named

king, to the second reign of Demetrius II. The lambs,

then, are the Chasidim, or pious men, who rose against

this tyrannical power. The horned lambs are the Mac-

cabaean leaders. The lamb that was taken away by the

ravens is Jonathan, who in 143 B.C. was treacherously

seized by Tryphon, and afterwards put to death. The

horns that were thrown down refer not only to the event

just mentioned, but to the defeat and death of Judas, and

the murder of Simon, which was perpetrated in the

Syrian interest. The great horn is John Hyrcanus ; and

in Dillrnann's opinion, various indications, on which we
need not pause, prove that the writer had lived through

the greater part of his reign.

The above explanation, taken in its broad outlines,

appears to give a suitable account of the author's mean-

ing. I think, however, that Schurer (following Hof-

mann) 1
is right in regarding the shepherds not as

heathen kings, but as angels appointed to superintend the

punishment of the Israelites by their enemies. Through-

out the rest of the vision, human beings are represented

under the forms of lower animals, and only angels are

dignified with the appearance of men. 2 Accordingly

here the heathen powers are presented under the figure

of beasts and birds. The shepherds cannot be their suc-

cessive kings, for they are all summoned contempo-

raneously before God to receive their commission. 3 The
1 Lehrb. d. n. Zeitg. S. 531 sq.

2 See lxxxvii. 2. 3 lxxxix. 59.
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angel, moreover, who was to keep account of the number

of sheep that were destroyed, is called simply ' another,'

as though he belonged to the same class as the shepherds.

The latter, having failed in their duty, are, like the fallen

angels, condemned to the fiery depth. It is needless,

therefore, to find out seventy historical kings (and no

seventy can be found reigning in succession for equal

periods) ; but we may rest satisfied wTith the more general

features of the historical portraiture.
1

The description of the ten weeks of the world's history

may also be so explained as to lead us to the Maccabasan

period. The limits of the first six weeks are marked

with unmistakable clearness. Enoch was ' born as the

seventh in the first week.' In the second week should

take place ' the first end ' (the flood), and ' a man ' (Noah)

should be rescued. There is nothing here to mark the

close of the week. At the end of the third a man
(Abraham) should be chosen, and after him should come

1 Hilgenfeld accepts in the main the view of Ewald and Dillmann. He
believes, however, that John Hyrcanus is referred to in xc. 13, as already

belonging to the past, and therefore places the composition of this portion of

the book in the early part of the reign of Jannseus Alexander, 105-79 B.C.

(Jiid. Apok. S. 145, Anm. 2). I fail to see how his inference is supported

by the verse to which he appeals.

The view that the historical vision was composed in the time of John

Hyrcanus is accepted by Auger, Vorlesungen iiber die Geschichte der messian-

ischen Idee, 1873, S. 83 ; Hausrath, Neutestamentliche Zeitgeschichte, erster

Theil, 2 te Auflage, 1873, S. 166; Holtzmann, Judenthnm und Chrutenthum

im Zeitalter der apokryphischen und neutestamentlichen literatur, 1867, S.

202 ; Keim, Geschichte Jesu von Nazara, i. 1867, S. 241 ; Kostlin, I c. S.

264; Liicke (in his latest view) Bird, in die Offenb. S. 1072; Oehler,

'Messias,' in Herzog's Encijk. ix., 1858, S. 427; Schenkel (' towards the end

of the second century before Christ '), Bibel-Lexikon, iv., 1872, S. 205
;

Schiirer, Lehrb. der neut. Zeitg., S. 533 ; Kuenen, Religion of Israel, iii. p. 265
;

Tideman, I. c. p. 277 ; Oolani, Jesus-Christ et les Crogances Messianiques de

son Temps, deuxieme Edition, 1864, p. 26.

Wittichen, Die Idee des Retches Gottes, 1872, thinks that Judas Macca-

baeus is signified by the great horn (S. 126), and places this, which he

considers the oldest part of the book, between 166 and 161 b c. (S. 120, in

the note).
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' the plant of righteousness,' (the chosen race in the person

of Isaac). At the end of the fourth ' a law ' (the Mosaic)

should be given. At the end of the fifth
6 the house of

glory ' (the temple of Solomon) should be built for ever.

At the end of the sixth the house should be burned, and

' the whole race of the chosen root ' be scattered (the

Babylonian captivity). At the end of the seventh the

elect should be rewarded. Here we pass from history

into apocalyptic vision ; and our problem, therefore, is to

determine the duration of the seventh week. Now the

great inequality in the length of the weeks shows that we

must not reckon them by any fixed number of years.

Our alternative course, suggested by the mention of Enoch

as ' the seventh,' is to calculate by generations, counting

seven to a week in the earlier times, and in the later,

when the generations succeeded one another more rapidly,

fourteen. The generations of the successive weeks may

be exhibited thus :—First week, Adam to Enoch.

Second, Methuselah to Eber. Third, Peleg to Isaac.

Fourth, Jacob to Nahshon (one of the heads of the tribe

of Judah in the time of Moses). Fifth, Salmon to Eelio-

boam. (Thus far seven generations to each week).

Sixth, (by omitting, as is done in the genealogy in

Matthew, Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah) fourteen genera-

tions from Abijam to Salathiel. Seventh, Joshua to

Alcimus (1G0 B.C.). It will be observed that the termina-

tions of the weeks correspond sufficiently with the genea-

logical arrangement to procure for this method of inter-

pretation a high degree of probability. Dillmann, how-

ever, is not willing to accept Alcimus as the close of the

series. He supposes that, on account of their friendship

for the Greeks, the author would not include Jason,

Menelaus, and Alcimus in the line of high-priests, and

therefore substituted for them Jonathan, Simon, and John
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Hyrcanus. We are thus conducted to the same reign as

by the dream-vision. 1 The omission of three members of

the line, however, throws some doubt upon the precise

termination of the series, and Tideman 2 believes that the

chronological limits must be found under Jonathan or

Simon, 153-135 B.C. These slight differences of opinion

are of very subordinate importance ; and it is sufficient

for our present purpose if we are able to conclude, as I

think we may with some degree of confidence, that the

original Book of Enoch was written in the latter half of

the second century before Christ.

Notwithstanding the above exposition, which depends

solely on the contents of the work itself, so eminent a

critic as Volkinar has the hardihood to assert that the

desire to retain the canonicity of the Epistle of Jude is

4 the inner ' and indeed ' the only ground for considering

the Jewish book pre-Christian.' 3 One might with equal

justice say that the inner ground of Volkmar's view was

his violent prejudice against everything canonical, and his

anxiety to make the writings of the New Testament as

late as possible. He places the publication of the Book

of Enoch in the first year of the revolt of Bar-Cochba,

132 a.d., immediately after E. Akiba had given in his

adhesion to the movement.4 He briefly suggests the

following general indications of this late period : the

fanaticism pervading the book, seen especially in xc. 20 sq.,

relating to the punishment of the stars and the shepherds
;

the rejection of the offerings of the second temple as im-

1 See Dillmann, S. 298 sq.
2 L. c. p. 266.

3 See his article entitled, ' Beitrage zur Erklarung des Buclies Henoch

nach dem athiopischen Text/ in the Zeitschrift dear deutschenmorgenliindischen

Gesellschoft, Bd. xiv. 1860, S. 87-134. The quotation in the text is from

S. 99. See also his Eine ncutestamentliche Entdeckung und derm Bestrei-

tung, oder die Geschichts- Vision des Baches Henoch im Zusammenhang, 1862.
'

4 Bcitr. S. 100.
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pure, which is intelligible only after the destruction of

the temple by the heathen ; the connection of the

mysteries of stars and spirits with the beginning of the

Cabbala in the book Jezirah, which points in its founda-

tion to Akiba's Halachah ; the doctrine of angels and

demons, which cannot be proved to be earlier than the

second century ; and many approximations to Christian

views of that time. 1 In regard to these considerations

we may observe that the fanaticism is quite as suitable

to the Maccabaean period ; that in regard to the state of

opinion the question is not whether the views in the book

cannot be shown to be earlier than the second century,

but whether they can be shown not to be earlier ; and in

reference to the second temple, its destruction by the

heathen was no more complete than that of the first, and

consequently afforded no reason for making a distinction

between the two.

Yolkmar's chief argument, however, rests on his in-

terpretation of the seventy shepherds. He lays emphasis

on the fact that the shepherds were each to have a fixed

time,2 and concludes that they must therefore represent

seventy periods of heathen power. The mode in which

he determines the length of these periods must be pre-

sented in his own words :

—
' It follows from 10 into 70,

as from the nature of the thing in reign-periods in a

longer succession, that these are to be thought of on the

whole as ten years.'
3 He has another proof farther on.

The seventy periods must have been seventy Epiphanes-

periods, and Epiphanes reigned ten years and a little over.
4

1 S. 99, 100. 2 lxxxix. 65, 68, 72 ; xc. 1, 5.

3 S. 102. Perhaps the argument will "be more convincing- in German:

—

1 Fiihrt aber das Orakel des Jeremia naber gefasst auf " 70 Hirten " Zeiten,

so ergiebt sich aus der 10 in 70 selbst, wie aus der Natur der Sache bei

Regierungs-Zeiten in einer langern Aufeinanderfolge, dass diese (iiber die

Danielsche 7 Zahl hin) im Ganzen zu 10 Jahren zu denken sind.'

4
S. 110.
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The period, then, is not exactly ten years, but ten years

and a little over. Starting with the year 588 B.C., as the

date of the destruction of Jerusalem, he makes the first

'twelve hours' represent 130 years, and we thus reach

the time of Ezra's return, 458 B.C. To this period answers

the last, from 6 to 132 a.d., in which the Jews were under

the immediate government of Borne. Retaining the read-

ing ' thirty-seven ' in xc. 1., and dispensing with the ' little

over,' he obtains 370 years, and so reaches the time when

Antiochus the Great first conquered Palestine, 218 B.C.

The second division has thirty-five shepherds, making in

all seventy-two, and therefore we must take seventy as

a round number. Three hundred and fifty years from

218 B.C. conduct us to 132 a.d. This division falls into

three smaller periods. In the first the birds were led by

the eagles, that is the Romans, who defeated Antiochus

the Great at Magnesia in 190 B.C. ; on whom Epiphanes

was really dependent ; and to whom Egypt was practically

subject from the year 201 B.C. The second period in-

cludes the government of the sheep by the dogs of the

eagle-shepherds x
; and these clogs were the Maccabees,

who made a treaty with Rome, and the Herods. Lastly

comes the direct eagle government, which began in 6 a.d.

Unfortunately this is placed in the dream at the end of

fifty-eight shepherd-periods, which bring us only to the

year 8 B.C. But Volkmar is at no loss. We have already

seen that the thirty-seven periods of xc. 1. conduct us

to 218 B.C. Add to these the twenty-three succeeding

periods of verse 5, and we obtain 230 years, and arrive

at 12 a.d. This year is too late ; but combine the two

methods of calculation, and we drop upon the required

time, 6 a.d. The last twelve shepherds, who destroyed

1 The language of the original, xc. 4, is,—' Those sheep were devoured

by the dogs and eagles and kites.'
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more of the sheep than their predecessors, he takes to

denote not only periods but twelve Eoman Emperors from

Augustus to Hadrian—Galba, Otho, and Vitellius being

counted as
; one interregnum of three usurpers.' By the

man who wrote down the names of the shepherds, and

came to help the young ram, generally supposed to be

Michael, the guardian-angel of the Jews, he understands

E. Akiba. This great Rabbi, in whom all earlier learning

was united in an ideal form, came as one of the angels of

God, and recognised Bar-Cochba as the Messianic King.

We need not dwell upon Volkmar's exposition of minor

circumstances, which may be equally suitable to either

the earlier or the later revolt.

All this seems to me far more ingenious than con-

vincing, and could be accepted only if we had clear

independent evidence of the later date. It is inconsistent

to assume that the shepherds represent equal periods,

and then to make the last twelve stand for twelve em-

perors with reigns of most unequal duration. The mode

in which he squeezes fourteen emperors into twelve,

simply converts hypothesis into the arbiter of facts. The

marvellous process of combination by which he extracts

the year 6 of our sera, yields in reality the year 2. His

periods also are stretched or shortened to suit his con-

venience. The period of ten years breaks down in its

very first application, and has to be altered into ten years

and a little over, in order, when multiplied by twelve, to

produce 130 ; and in the last group of twelve periods

the ' little over ' has to be somewhat diminished, for we

have only 126 years to account for. If we took the first

measure as our standard, and reckoned 130 years to each

group of twelve shepherds, Volkmar's dates would be

quite astray, and for the whole time of seventy-two shep-

herds, instead of having 720 years we should have 780,
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and so reach 192 a.d. as the date of composition. Again,

his statement that the direct eagle government is depicted

in xc. 6 sq. is founded upon nothing in the text ; for

although the eagles are mentioned again in conjunction

with the other birds, it is the ravens who are foremost in

the attack, so much so that they are referred to separately

as flying upon the lambs, 1 again as throwing down their

horns,2 and once more as fighting with the great horn

while the eagles and other birds only come to help the

ravens. 3 The notion that the Maccabees and the Herods

are classed together as devouring dogs is not very easily

entertained,4 especially as even apostate Israelites are still

represented as sheep. It seems also extremely impro-

bable that the whole of the Greek period should be con-

founded with the Eoman, and that the Eoman eagles,

though introduced as leading the birds, should afterwards

leave the attack principally to the ravens ; whereas, in

the other explanation, in which the eagles are the Mace-

donian power,5 and they, along with the vultures, the

kites, and the ravens, are the four kingdoms into which,

according to the Book of Daniel, the empire of Alexander

was divided, the real historical order is substantially pre-

served. And lastly, it is in the highest degree unlikely

that the great events of the Roman period should not be

more distinctly and fully alluded to, and that while the

early destruction of Jerusalem and the temple is expressly

1 xc. 8.
2 xc. 9. 3 xc. 12, 13.

4 See, however, the contemptuous allusion to the Maccabees as the off-

spring of slaves in the Assumption of Moses (v. 15 in Hilgenfeld's restora-

tion of the Greek).
5 As an evidence that the eagle is not necessaiily a symbol of the

Roman power we may refer to Sib. Or. iii. 611, where it is ured to

describe Antiochus Epiphanes :

—

v
Eh8r) ft it- 'Aairjs ftcuriXevs pcyas, cilero?

aWcov. This image may, as Gfrorer (Philo, &c. ii. S. 150) suggests, be bor-

rowed from Deut. xxviii. 49, ' The Lord shall bring a nation against thee

from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth.' See also

Ilosea viii. 1, and Ilabak. i. 8. Compare Dan. vii. 4.
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recorded, 1 the still recent and more appalling one under

Titus should be passed over in total silence, and the

reader be allowed to suppose that the second temple was

to be removed by supernatural agency after the judgment

had taken place. This latter circumstance alone may

well be deemed conclusive.

I have no hesitation, therefore, in rejecting Volkmar's

opinion ; and I think we are within the bounds of reason-

able probability in using the originalBook of Enoch as a pre-

Christian testimony to Jewish belief and expectations,—if

at least we make this reservation, that we cannot place

much dependence upon single and casual expressions.

We must now turn to the portion which contains the

fullest Messianic doctrine, xxxvii.-lxxi. If this could be

proved to be earlier than the part we have just examined,

we should then, in accordance with the conclusion we

have arrived at, be bound to accept it as a Jewish work

from the second century before Christ. But against the

literary judgment of Ewald we may set that of Lticke 2

and Kostlin,3 that this section is among the later additions,

though they still regard it as pre-Christian, the former

placing it in the time of Herod the Great, the latter

between 100 and 64 B.C.
4 If its later origin be conceded,

the whole question of its date is open, and the solution

must be sought solely in the indications presented by the

section itself.

Now diversity of authorship seems to be indicated by

several contrasts with other portions of the work. God
1 lxxxix. 66. 2 Einl. in die Offenb. i. S. 141 sq.

3 L. c. S. 269, sq.

4 L. c, S. 275. His argument is founded on the reference to the

Partliians and Medes in lyi. 5 sq., as the representatives of heathen power

in the final conflict with evil. He thinks the Partliians could not he re-

ferred to in this way except at a time when they were the only formidable

power in the heathen world, a time therefore when the Syrian rule was
in its decline and the might of Rome had not yet appeared upon the scene.
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is distinguished by peculiar names. He is usually called

6 the Lord of the spirits,' a designation which occurs here

no less than 103 times, and not once in the rest of the

book. Dillmann is indeed correct in saying that the name
of God is varied according to the subject ; and he be-

lieves that the writer selected this name, in the Similitudes

because they deal with the realm of spirits.
1 But there

are several other places where so general a term would

be equally appropriate ; and it is difficult to believe that

the same writer would have used it to satiety in about a

quarter of his work and nowhere else. So far as this

argument is valid, it tends to prove also the later origin

of this section ; for an imitator would hardly have avoided

the title with such scrupulous care. The name ' the

Head of days,' borrowed from the Book of Daniel, also

occurs several times ; but this might be sufficiently ex-

plained by the Messianic connection. The doctrine about

angels is peculiar, chiefly in the appearance of Satan, who
is apparently conceived as a spirit presiding over the

world of evil prior to the fail of the angels. 2

The Messianic doctrine is unfolded in a way which

not only distinguishes this section from all the others, but

very forcibly suggests the question whether it must not

be, as Hilgenfeld supposes, of Christian origin. As we
shall not recur to the descriptions which are here given, I

will at once present them in the words of the book itself,

taking the passages in the order in which they are there

found. They begin almost at the opening of the second

Similitude, which relates to ' those who deny the name of

the dwellings of the holy ones, and of the Lord of the

1 S. xxxiii. and 140.

2 See especially liv. 6 ; xl. 7, and lxix. The peculiarities of this section

are fully stated by Kostlin, I. c. S. 2G5 sq.

E
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spirits.' ' On that day,' it is said, ' will the elect one sit

on the throne of glory, and will hold a selection among

their deeds and places without number ; and their spirit

will become strong within them when they see my elect

one and those who have implored my holy and glorious

name. And on that day will I cause mine elect one to

dwell among them, and will transform the heaven, and

make it an eternal blessing and light. And I will

change the earth and make it a blessing, and cause mine

elect ones to dwell on it ; but those who commit sin and

misdoing shall not set foot on it. For I have seen and

satisfied with peace my righteous ones, and set them be-

fore me ; but for sinners there is reserved with me a

judgment, that I may destroy them from the surface of the

earth. And there I saw one who had a head of days,

and his head was white as wool ; and beside him was

another, whose countenance was as the appearance of a

man, and his countenance was full of grace like one of

the holy angels. And I asked one of the angels who

went with me, and showed me all the hidden things, con-

cerning that Son of man, who he was, and whence he

was, why he went with the Head of days. And he

answered me and spake to me : This is the Son of man,

who has righteousness, with whom righteousness dwells,

and who reveals all the treasures of that which is con-

cealed, because the Lord of the spirits has chosen him,

and his lot before the Lord of the spirits has surpassed

everything through righteousness for ever. And this Son

of man whom thou hast seen will stir up the kings and the

mighty from their resting-places, and the violent from

their thrones, and will loose the bridles of the violent and

break the teeth of sinners. And he will thrust the kings

from their thrones and out of their empires, because they

exalt him not and praise him not, nor thankfully ac-
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knowledge whence the empire is lent to them.' 1
' And

in that place I saw a fountain of righteousness which was

inexhaustible ; and round about, many fountains of wis-

dom encircled it, and all who were thirsty drank out of

them, and became full of wisdom, and had their dwell-

ings with the righteous and holy and elect ones. And at

that hour was that Son of man named in presence of the

Lord of the spirits, and his name before the Head of days.

And before the sun and the constellations were created,

before the stars of heaven were made, was his name

named before the Lord of the spirits. He will be a staff

to the righteous and holy, that they may support them-

selves thereon and not fall, and he will be the light of the

peoples, and the hope of those who are troubled in their

heart. All who dwell upon earth shall fall down and pray

before him, and shall celebrate and extol and sing praise

to the name of the Lord of the spirits. And therefore

was he elected and concealed before him ere the world

was created, and unto eternity will he be before him.

And the wisdom of the Lord of the spirits has revealed

him to the holy and righteous, for he preserves the lot ot

the righteous, because they have hated and despised this

world of unrighteousness, and have hated all its works

and ways in the name of the Lord of the spirits ; for in

his name are they saved, and he becomes the avenger of

their life.'
2

' For wisdom is poured out as water, and

glory ceases not before him from eternity to eternity.

For he is mighty in all the secrets of righteousness, and

unrighteousness shall pass away as a shadow, and have

no continuance, because the elect one is risen up before

the Lord of the spirits, and his glory is from eternity

to eternity, and his might from generation to generation.

In him dwells the spirit of wisdom, and the spirit of him

1 x\y. 3-xlvi. 5.
2

xlviii. 1-7.

e 2



52 THE APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE. bk. i.

who gives insight, and the spirit of doctrine and of power,

and the spirit of those who have fallen asleep in righte-

ousness. And he will judge the concealed things, and no

one will be able to deliver an idle speech before him, for

he is elect before the Lord of the spirits according to his

good pleasure.' * ' And in those days will the earth give

back its trust, and the empire of the dead will give back

its trust which it has received, and hell will give again

what it owes. And he will choose the righteous and holy

ones among them, for the day is come that they shall be

saved. And the elect one will in those days sit upon his

throne, and all the secrets of wisdom will stream from the

thoughts of his mouth ; for the Lord of the spirits has

granted it to him, and glorified him. And in those clays

shall the mountains spring as rams, and the hills skip as

lambs that are satisfied with milk ; and they shall all

become angels in heaven. Their face shall shine for joy,

because in those days the elect one has risen up, and

the earth shall rejoice, and the righteous shall dwell on

it, and the elect go and walk on it.'
2

' And after this

[that is, according to the present connection, after the

destruction of the kings and mighty of the earth] will

the righteous and elect one cause the house of the as-

sembly of his community to appear, which henceforth shall

no more be hindered, in the name of the Lord of the spirits.

And these mountains shall be before his face as the

earth, and the hills shall be as a spring of water, and the

righteous ones shall have rest from the oppression of

sinners.' 3
' God, the Lord of the spirits, says, Ye mighty

kings who shall dwell upon earth, ye shall see mine elect

one, how he sits on the throne of my glory, and judges

Azazel and his whole company and all his hosts, in the

name of the Lord of the spirits.'
4 'These measures

1 xlix. 2
li.

3
liii. G, 7. lv. 4.


